
“The Greatest Man Who Has Ever Lived” 
(Father’s Day Sunday Morning June 21st, 2026) 

Passage: Matthew 11:7-17   
Heb 1:3 “…He (Jesus) is the radiance of His (God’s) glory and the exact representation of His nature, and (He)  
                upholds all things by the word of His power”  

One thing I want to say about John the Baptist, by way  of  introduction,  is  that  John  the  Baptist  was  not  
a c________________________. 

Prov 25:26 “Like a trampled spring and a polluted well is a  righteous  man  who  gives  way  before  the  wicked”   

I.  John the Baptist Was a C_____________________Man  
John 1:6  “There came a man sent from God, whose name was John” 
Luke 1:15-17 "15 For he will be great in the sight of the Lord; and he will drink no wine or liquor, and he will be  
                          filled with the Holy Spirit while yet in his mother's womb.  16  ‘And he will turn many of the sons  
                         of Israel back to the Lord their God. 17 ‘It is he who will go as  a  forerunner  before  Him  in  the  
                         spirit and power of Elijah,...”  

The w________________ s________________ never had any claim whatsoever upon John the Baptist; he had 
never experienced it; and therefore, he never desired it.  

Jesus was saying, in essence, “You certainly didn’t have to go all the way out into the wildernes to find  
a vacillating person; those types of people are e___________________!” 

Matt 21:25-26 “’25 The baptism of John was from what source,  from  heaven  or  from  men?’  And  they  began  
                           reasoning among themselves, saying, ‘If we say, ‘From heaven,' He will say to us, ‘Then why did  
                           you not believe him?' 26 ‘But if we say, ‘From  men,' we fear the people (The Common People);  
                           for they all regard John as a prophet’”  

The common people loved John the Baptist, because they knew that when push came to shove, John couldn’t  
be b____________________. 
  

II. John the Baptist Was a C______________________Man   
1) He Was S___________________ 

Luke 1:15 "(The Angel of the Lord Said) For he will be great in the sight of the Lord; and he will  drink  no  wine   
                    or liquor, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit while yet in his mother's womb.” 
2 Tim 1:7 “(Paul  Said  to  Timothy)  For  God  has  not  given  us  a  spirit  of  timidity,  but of  power  and  love  
                    and discipline.”  

This is very true; the Holy Spirit is not timid; He  is  b_______________,  and  the  Holy  Spirit  will  empower  
us to be b________________ in our witness.  

Acts 4:31 “And when they had prayed, the place where they had gathered  together  was  shaken,  and  they  were  
                   all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak the word of God with boldness.”  

2) He Was R____________________  
 



Prov 28:1 “The wicked flee when no one is pursuing, but the righteous are bold as a lion.” 
Matt 3:7-8 “7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, ‘You  
                     brood of vipers, who warned you to flee from the wrath to  come? 8 ‘Therefore bear fruit in keeping  
                     with repentance’”  
Luke 3:9 "Indeed the axe is already laid at the root of the trees; so every tree that does not bear good fruit  is  cut   
                  down and thrown into the fire” 

John the Baptist didn’t gloss over the problem of sin; he was a righteous man, and he always c_____________ 
sin head on.  

2 Kings 1:8 “They answered him, ‘He was a hairy man with a leather girdle bound about his loins.’ And he said,  
                    ‘It is Elijah the Tishbite.’"  
Matt 3:4 “Now John himself had a garment of camel's hair and a leather belt around his waist; ...”  
John 1:21 “They asked him, ‘What then? Are you Elijah? and he said, “I am not…”  
Mark 6:18 “For John had been saying to Herod, ‘It is not lawful for you to have your brother's wife.’" 

This is a good reminder of the fact that sometimes a courageous man or woman might have to pay  
a p_________________ for it.  

III. John the Baptist Was a C_____________________ Man    
Mark 6:16 “‘But when Herod heard of it, he kept saying, ‘John, whom I beheaded, has risen!’” 
John 3:30 "(John the Baptist Said) He (Jesus) must increase, but I must decrease”  
Matt 23:12 "(Jesus Said) Whoever exalts himself shall be humbled; and whoever humbles himself shall  
                    be exalted.”  

The Pharisees and Scribes got upset, because Jesus and John the Baptist weren’t willing, as we would say 
today, “to d_________________ to their tune.” 

Dan 3:19 “Then Nebuchadnezzar was filled with wrath, and his facial expression was altered toward Shadrach,  
                  Meshach and Abed-nego. He answered by giving orders to heat the furnace seven times more than it  
                  was usually heated”  

Nebuchadnezzar discovered, to his amazement, that he couldn’t get these three men to bow, or to budge, 
or even to b____________________. 

John 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall  
                    not perish, but have eternal life” 
John 3:18 "He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because he  
                    has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God” 
John 3:19 "This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than  
                    the Light, for their deeds were evil” 

         


