“The Saving Power of God’s Word”
(James 1:19-25)

Fact: Three stages people go through when confronted with change:
            #1. Resistance to change.   #2. Tolerant of change.    #3. Embrace the change. 

A.) The Loving of the Truth. (Verses 19,20)
      Question: How do I reveal my Love for the Truth?
      Answer:   In 3 ways:
      #1. “Quick to Listen” which means: “Readiness to listen.”
      #2. “Slow to Speak” which means: “Restrained speech to talk back.”
      #3. “Slow to become Angry” which means: “I’ll not get angry and close my mind to God.”

B.) The Looking into the Truth. (Verse 21)
      Question: If I love the truth of the Word and am willing to be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to become 
                        angry, what’s next for the power of internal change to take place?	 
      Answer:    One Thing: A Prepared Heart!
      Fact: In verse 21, James sees the human heart as a garden.
      Question: What prepares my heart to grow fruit instead of weeds?
      Answer:   Two Ingredients.  #1: Cleanliness. (v. 21a)	#2: Lowliness. (v. 21)

      Question: How do we receive the implanted Word?
      Answer:   “With Humility”.
      Question: What does it mean to receive the truth with Humility?
      Answer:    It means to accept the Word, honor it, submit to it, refuse to argue with it and don’t try to adjust 
                         it to the way I live.
      Fact: The word “planted” means “to implant and grow”.

C.) The Leaving of the Truth. (Verses 22-24)
      Question: What’s the main purpose for owning a mirror?
      Answer:    So you can see yourself and make the necessary adjustments to look as neat as possible.
      Question: How is the Word like a mirror?
      Answer:   We see ourselves as we are in the Word and then ask God to help us make the necessary 
                        adjustments.
      Question: Why does the mirror (the Word) change some, but doesn’t change others?
      Answer:    James gives us three reasons.
	Mistake #1: The “Hurry Up” mistake. (v. 24)
            Mistake #2: The “Out of Sight, Out of Mind” mistake. (v. 24)
            Mistake #3: The “Self Deceived” mistake. (v. 22)

D.) The Liberation of the Truth. (v. 25)
      Question: Why is the Bible called the “perfect law that gives  freedom” or “perfect law of liberty”?
      Answer:    Because the Holy Spirit takes the law and liberates people from the servitude of sin.

Fact: There are 5 things describing the Word of God in Hebrews 4:12.
	#1. The Word of God is “Quick”.
	#2. The Word of God is “Powerful”.
	#3. The Word of God is “Sharper than any Two edged Sword”.
	#4. The Word of God is “Piercing”.
#5. The Word of God “Discerns the Thoughts and Intents (purpose) of the Heart”.

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: (why not?) for it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believes”
(Romans 1:16)
