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FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
The cost of discipleship (Matthew 10:24-39) 

SUNDAY, JUNE 21, 2026 | 10:00 AM 

Our Mission is to be a Caring Inclusive Christian Community responding to God’s grace through 

Worship, Service, and Sharing the Gospel. 

 

RECONCILING in CHRIST 



 

WELCOME TO APOSTLES LUTHERAN CHURCH! 

It is an honor to worship God with you this morning. We pray you experience the Spirit’s 

loving presence as we share our words, our actions, and the Holy Meal. 

If this is your first time worshipping with us, please fill out a card in the pew rack with 

your contact info. A restroom can be found by exiting the rear door of the worship space. It 

is directly in front of you to the right. Additional restrooms can be found in the back corner 

of the fellowship area, near the Pastor’s office. 

RECONCILING in CHRIST 

We, the people of Apostles Lutheran Church, follow Paul’s message to the Galatians (3:28): 

“There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and 

female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.” Believing that because we are all one in Christ, 

and created in God’s image, all are welcome as beloved children of God. We welcome into 

the full life of the church all those whom God sends us. Rejoicing in God’s amazing 

diversity, we welcome people of all ages, races, gender identities and expressions, 

sexual orientations, and physical and mental abilities. Centered in Christ, we commit 

ourselves to racial equity, breaking down dividing walls and building a community where all 

are beloved. 

FOR PASTORAL CARE 

The Reverend Jay Serafin is our pastor. Pastor Jay’s schedule is noted in the calendar on 

the back of this bulletin. Call Pastor Jay at 570-205-7506 or email him at j80j84@msn.com 

(preferred) or pastor.apostles@gmail.com. Messages can also be left on the Apostles 

answering machine 804-693-9098. 

PRAYGROUND 

Welcome to our youngest members! The area in the front of our sanctuary is for families 

and young children. There are quiet toys, books and drawing materials. We ask two things: 

1) sit in the front pews near your children and 2) please sit with your children in the 

pews during the sermon. They may return immediately after. Thank you and welcome! 

NAME TAGS 
Please wear your nametag! Guests: please fill out and put on a name tag before worship 

today. Blank nametags are in the baskets located in the pews. 
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GATHERING 
God does not promise that the path of the disciple will be easy. Jeremiah feels the pain of rejection 

from those who do not want to hear what he has to say. Jesus declares that his words may bring 

stark division. Even so, we need not be afraid for God accounts for each hair on our heads. 

Though we may experience rejection, frustration, division, and death, God’s grace and love make 

us a new creation each day. Marked with the cross and filled with holy food, we are sent from 

worship to witness to Christ in the world. 

 

PRELUDE AND SILENT PRAYER   
Martin Luther said of music: “Next to the Word of God, the noble art of music is the greatest 

treasure in the world.” Please take a moment to silence all cell phones. 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Please rise in body or in spirit. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin to God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Compassionate God, 

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free 

ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your 

burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, 

Amen. 

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will 

give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest 

in God’s love. 

Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN  ACS #1049 
“Before the Waters Nourished Earth” 

 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

KYRIE 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Teach us, good Lord God, to serve you as you deserve, to give and not 

to count the cost, to fight and not to heed the wounds, to toil and not to seek for 

rest, to labor and not to ask for reward, except that of knowing that we do your will, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

Sit 

FIRST READING JEREMIAH 20:7-13 

Jeremiah accuses God of forcing him into a ministry that brings him only contempt and 

persecution. Yet Jeremiah is confident that God will be a strong protector against his enemies and 

commits his life into God’s hands. 

 7 O LORD, you have enticed me, 

  and I was enticed; 

 you have overpowered me, 

  and you have prevailed. 

 I have become a laughingstock all day long; 

  everyone mocks me. 

 8 For whenever I speak, I must cry out; 

  I must shout, “Violence and destruction!” 

 For the word of the LORD has become for me 

  a reproach and derision all day long. 

 9 If I say, “I will not mention him 

  or speak any more in his name,” 

 then within me there is something like a burning fire 

  shut up in my bones; 

 I am weary with holding it in, 

  and I cannot. 

 10 For I hear many whispering: 

  “Terror is all around! 

 Denounce him! Let us denounce him!” 

  All my close friends 

  are watching for me to stumble. 

 “Perhaps he can be enticed, 

  and we can prevail against him 

  and take our revenge on him.” 

 11 But the LORD is with me like a terrifying warrior; 

  therefore my persecutors will stumble, 
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  and they will not prevail. 

 They will be greatly shamed, 

  for they will not succeed. 

 Their eternal dishonor 

  will never be forgotten. 

 12 O LORD of hosts, you test the righteous; 

  you see the heart and the mind; 

 let me see your retribution upon them, 

  for to you I have committed my cause. 

 13 Sing to the LORD; 

  praise the LORD! 

 For he has delivered the life of the needy 

  from the hands of evildoers. 

Response after the First Reading 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

PSALM  PSALM 69:7-10 [11-15] 16-18 

 

 

 

 7 Surely, for your sake I have suf- | fered reproach, 

  and shame has cov- | ered my face. 

 8 I have become a stranger to | my own kindred, 

  an alien to my | mother’s children. 

 9 Zeal for your house has eat- | en me up; 

  the scorn of those who scorn you has fall- | en upon me. 

 10 I humbled my- | self with fasting, 

  but that was turned to | my reproach. R 
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[ 11 I put on | sackcloth also, 

  and became a by- | word among them. 

 12 Those who sit at the gate mur- | mur against me, 

  and the drunkards make | songs about me. 

 13 But as for me, this is my prayer to you, at the time you have | set, O LORD: 

  “In your great mercy, O God, answer me with your un- | failing help. 

 14 Save me from the mire; do not | let me sink; 

  let me be rescued from those who hate me and out of | the deep waters. R 

 15 Let not the torrent of waters wash over me, neither let the deep swal- | low me up; 

  do not let the pit shut its | mouth upon me. 

]  16 Answer me, O LORD, for your | love is kind; 

  in your great compassion, | turn to me. 

 17 Hide not your face | from your servant; 

  be swift and answer me, for I am | in distress. 

 18 Draw near to me | and redeem me; 

  because of my enemies de- | liver me. R 

SECOND READING  ROMANS 6:1B-11 

In baptism we were incorporated into the reality of Christ’s death and resurrection. We have been 

made new in Christ through his death and resurrection to live freed from sin. 

1b Should we continue in sin in order that grace may increase? 2 By no means! How can we 

who died to sin go on living in it? 3 Do you not know that all of us who were baptized into 

Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 Therefore we were buried with him by baptism 

into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we 

also might walk in newness of life. 

  5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with 

him in a resurrection like his. 6 We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the 

body of sin might be destroyed, so we might no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For whoever has 

died is freed from sin. 8 But if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with 

him. 9 We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer 

has dominion over him. 10 The death he died, he died to sin once for all, but the life he lives, 

he lives to God. 11 So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ 

Jesus. 
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Response after the Second Reading 

The word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 

Please rise in body or in spirit. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

The gospel is announced. 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the 10th Chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

GOSPEL  MATTHEW 10:24-39 

Jesus warns his disciples that their ministry in his name will meet with opposition. However, he 

assures them that they need not fear for the truth will come to light. Life is found in Christ. 

[Jesus said to the twelve:] 24 “A disciple is not above the teacher nor a slave above the 

master; 25 it is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher and the slave like the master. If 

they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those 

of his household! 

  26 “So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered and 

nothing secret that will not become known. 27 What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light, 

and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. 28 Do not fear those who kill the 

body but cannot kill the soul; rather, fear the one who can destroy both soul and body in 

hell. 29 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground 

apart from your Father. 30 And even the hairs of your head are all counted. 31 So do not be 

afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows. 

  32 “Everyone, therefore, who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge 

before my Father in heaven, 33 but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny before 

my Father in heaven. 
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  34 “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring 

peace but a sword. 

 35 For I have come to set a man against his father, 

 and a daughter against her mother, 

 and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law, 

 36 and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household. 
37 “Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves 

son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me, 38 and whoever does not take up the 

cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39 Those who find their life will lose it, and those 

who lose their life for my sake will find it.” 

The gospel concludes: 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit 

SERMON  JANET GOMEZ 

Silence is kept after the reflection. 

Please rise in body or in spirit. 

HYMN OF THE DAY  ELW #781 
“Children of the Heavenly Father” 
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APOSTLES CREED 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles Creed. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the 

power of the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was 

buried; he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right 

hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge 

the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of the 

world. 

 

Each portion of the prayers ends with these words: 

God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken 

prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior. 

Amen. 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

We share a sign of Peace with our neighbors saying Peace be with you to which we respond 

And also with you. Please know that it is fine if you do not want to shake hands but would rather 

just share a sign of peace. 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

Sit 

OFFERING  CHOIR ANTHEM 
“His Eye Is On The Sparrow” 

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 

To give online: 

 Visit apostles-elca.org/contributions 

 From your mobile phone, text the word GIVE to 844-215-5453 

OFFERTORY HYMN  ELW #186 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please rise in body or in spirit 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take 

heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your 

abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now 

and forever. 

Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission back into the world. 

BLESSING 
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and 

always. 

Amen. 

  



 

16 

SENDING HYMN  TFF #200 
“Be Not Dismayed Whate'er Betide” 

 

DISMISSAL 
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 

Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 

********* 

THANK YOU TO … 

Kathy Merithew for playing for our service this morning!!! 
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WORSHIP LEADERS 
 Serving Today Serving Next Week 

Worship Leader/Preacher   Janet Gomez   Pastor Jay Serafin 

Lay Assisting Minister   Sue Turner   Tonia Fallin 

Lector   Doug Dalager   Chase Ambrose 

Acolyte   David Muse   Chase Ambrose 

Accompanist    Kathy Merithew   Janet Gomez 

Choir Director    Sue Turner   - 

Altar Care   -   Janet Gomez 

Communion Bread   -   Janet Gomez 

Greeter/Usher   Heinz Albert   Karen Johnston 

Technology   Chris Hawkins   Doug Dalager 

SERVANTS FOR THE WEEK 
 Serving This Week Serving Next Week 

Cleaning Team    Gomezs   Bonnie Hanson 

Tellers    Ray Scholz/Nate Peterson   Tonia Fallin/Chris Hawkins 

Fellowship Set Up    Jennie Hawkins   Ray Scholz 

Fellowship Food    Janet Gomez   Ellen Quirk/Donna Ambrose 

Fellowship Clean Up    Scholzs   Donna Ambrose/Barbara Runk 

APOSTLES LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

Today we gather on the original and ancestral homelands of the Pamunkey, Mattaponi, 

Chickahominy, Rappahannock, and Nansemond peoples and we give thanks for their 

presence here since time immemorial. We also wish to recognize and honor all our 

indigenous siblings who have and continue to call this land their home. 

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY 

FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

First Reading: Jeremiah 28:5-9 

The test of a true prophet 

Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18 

Your love, O LORD, forever will I sing. 

Second Reading: Romans 6:12-23 

No longer under law but under grace 

Gospel: Matthew 10:40-42 

Welcome Christ in those he sends 
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GOD COMES FIRST 

God is, the theologians say, transcendent—beyond us, always exceeding our easy grasp. 

Recognizing God’s awesome transcendence brings a reevaluation of other values. The 

God of vertigo-inspiring infinitude is also the God who know the hairs of our head. 

Trusting this God, fear is defanged and faith becomes a sort of courage. We live in 

faithful relationship to the hair-counting God as we joyfully “acknowledge” the one who 

acknowledges us. And as we do so, reveling in the intimacy of God’s loving regard for us, 

other relationships, even familial ones, take on a different cast. God comes first, we 

realize, not only in priority, but ontologically, “in the beginning” (John 1:1). Before the 

God who is at once gracious and transcendent, we “lose” our lives and discover the true 

life in following the way of Jesus the crucified Son. 

A PRAYER FOR FATHER’S DAY 

God of love and relationship, we give you thanks today for the many ways care, 

guidance, protection, and wisdom are shared among us. For those who have nurtured 

us, taught us, walked beside us, and helped shape who we are we offer our deep 

gratitude. We honor all who embody fathering in its many forms: parents, mentors, 

elders, caregivers, and companions people of every gender who offer strength, 

presence and love. We hold before you the fullness of this day; the joy of connection 

and celebration, the longing for what has not been, the grief of loss or strained 

relationships, and the complexity many carry quietly. For those who have lost fathers or 

children, for those whose relationships are broken or distant, for those who hoped to 

parent and could not surround them with your comfort and tender care. For those who 

show up day after day to guide, protect, and nurture others, give strength, patience, and 

deep joy. Open our hearts, O God, to recognize and honor the many ways your love is 

lived out among us. Help us move beyond assumptions, to widen the circle of belonging, 

and to celebrate the sacred calling of caring for one another. We trust that however we 

come today – with joy, grief, gratitude or uncertainty – we are held in your love. In Your 

holy and life-giving name, Amen. 

PASTOR JAY ON VACATION 

Pastor Jay is on vacation this week – he will return next Sunday. If you need pastoral 

care during this time, please contact Janet Gomez at 757-869-8669. 
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PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 

Rich Bitting, Manning Freeman, Don Garfield, Heidi Henderson, 

Ellen Kendzierski, Doug Leip, Cyndi Lowe, Ellen Quirk, Michael Schlemmer, 

Keith & Juanita Sturdy, George Thomas, Jewel Thomas, Sue Turner and Lena Woodlief 

OUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS 

Patricia Armentor (mother of Arlene, Executive Director of Gloucester Mathews Care Clinic), 

Paul Bauer, Karen Bell (Pam Moore’s sister), Bob & Dixie, Calli Bonfey, Patricia Boyd & 

Brad Zelmer, Amanda Brown, David Brown, Dennis & Dorothy Brown, Sally Burkholder, 

Juan Carlos, Amy Carter, Laura Clodfelter, Jackie Collier, Ben Davis (friend of Donna 

Ambrose), Tommy & Kathie Davis, Jenny DeSha,  Linda Edwards, Colton Elliot (Michael 

Schlemmer’s cousin), Teresa Floersheim-Miller (Ingrid Peterson’s mother), 

Suzanne & Frank Gibson, Steven Godwin (Juanita Sturdy’s grandson), Jimmy & Fay Gray (Chris 

Hawkins’ family), Carl Greene, Karen Guire, Melvin Hawkins (Chris Hawkins’ father), 

Chaneice & Daniel Hayden, Rosie Heins, Carl & Kaleb Hess, Aris Hibbs (friend of Ray 

Scholz), Ray Hughes, Suzanne Kinkade (friend of Ellen Quirk), Terri Larsen, Marion Lucier, 

Wayne Mathews, Wayne McCormick, Sylvia Midgette (Krystle McMahan’s grandmother), 

Debbie Minteins, Keith Morgan, Gary Mowery, Jamie Mullaney, Carol Pascale (Lynn 

Jaeger’s mother), Chastity Perkins (co-worker and friend of Donna Ambrose), Brad Person (Lilly 

Frost’s uncle), Dick Peterson & his brother, the Prusa Family, Joan Ritter, 

Glen Robertson, Pastor Wendy Roundy, Carol Schlemmer, Daniel Schmidt, Michael Scholz 

(Ray Scholz’s nephew), Joseph Serafin (Pastor Jay’s father), Kathy Shackleford, 

Elana Sierson, Fred Smith, Tammy Smith, Jean Sterling, Skye Sulton, Marier Upshrie,  

Keegan Walls, Williams Walters, Chuck Webb (Tina Britt’s father), Makenzie Webb (Tina Britt’s 

niece), Elizabeth & Steven White, Vicki Williams, Cory Woodlief, Jim Wright (Judy Wright’s 

husband), Logan & Shannon Wymer, Derek Zwiers (friend of CK Ambrose) 

OUR SPONSORED CHILDREN IN GUATEMALA 

Amayra, Hugolino, Manuela, and Pablo 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

There is a book located at the rear of the worship space for you to write any prayer requests you have 

for today. Fill out a “Prayer Request” (on the back of each pew) and place it in the offering plate to add 

a prayer request to the “Prayer List” included in the bulletin and the newsletter. Please print legibly! 

 

 



 

 
 

From Sundays and Seasons (sundaysandseasons.com). Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress.  

Reprinted with permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB149543,  

ONE LICENSE #A-717259, and CCLI License #A-21183732. All rights reserved. 

THIS WEEK AT APOSTLES 

JUNE 21, 2026 – JUNE 28, 2026 

TODAY 10:00 AM Worship Service & 

 World Hunger Sunday 

11:00 AM Coffee Fellowship / Sunday School 

MONDAY 7:00 PM AA 

TUESDAY 7:00 PM Al-Anon/AA 

FRIDAY  Girl Scouts 

SATURDAY 6:30 PM Young and Sober 

SUNDAY 10:00 AM Worship Service  

11:00 AM Coffee Fellowship / Sunday School 

 


