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RESURRECTION APOLYTIKION IN TONE TWO
When Thou didst submit Thyself unto death, O Thou deathless and immortal
One, then Thou didst destroy hell with Thy Godly power. And when Thou
didst raise the dead from beneath the earth, all the powers of Heaven did cry
aloud unto Thee: O Christ, Thou giver of life, glory to Thee.
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TROPARION OF TRANSFIGURATION — TONE SEVEN
When Thou was transfigured on the mountain top, O Christ our God. Thou
didst reveal thy glory to thy disciples as they could bear it. Enlighten us poor
sinners as well with thine everlasting light through the intercessions of the
Theotokos, O Thou Giver of light, glory to Thee.
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ORDINARY KONTAKION IN TONE TWO
O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto the
Creator most constant, O despise not the suppliant voices of those who have
sinned; but be thou quick, O good one, to come unto our aid, who in faith cry
unto thee: Hasten to intercession, and speed thou to make supplication, thou
who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them that honor thee.
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THE EPISTLE
The Lord is my strength and my song.
With chastisement hath the Lord chastened me.

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans. (5:1-10)
Brethren, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ. Through him also we have obtained our access by
faith to this grace in which we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of
God. And not only so, but we also boast in our tribulations, knowing that
tribulation produces patience; and patience produces character, and character
produces hope, and hope does not put to shame, because the love of God has
been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit which has been given to
us. For while we were still weak, in due season Christ died for the ungodly.
For scarcely for a righteous man will one die, though perhaps for a good man
one would even dare to die. But God shows his own love toward us in that
while we were yet sinners Christ died for us. Much more then, being now
justified by his blood, through him shall we be saved from the wrath. For if
we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son, while we were
enemies, much more, being reconciled, we will be saved by his life.
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THE GOSPEL

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (6:22-33)
The Lord said, “The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is sound,
your whole body will be full of light; but if your eye is evil, your whole body
will be full of darkness. If then the light in you is darkness, how great is the
darkness! No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and
love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You
cannot serve God and mammon. Therefore, I tell you, do not be anxious
about your life, what you shall eat or what you shall drink; nor about your
body, what you shall put on. Is not the soul more than food, and the body
more than clothing? Look at the birds of heaven: they neither sow nor reap
nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not
of more value than they? And which of you by being anxious can add one
cubit to his stature? And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the
lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin; yet I tell you,
even Solomon himself in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. But
if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is
thrown into the oven, will He not much more clothe you, O men of little
faith? Therefore, do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or “What
shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the Gentiles seek all these
things; and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. But seek
first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things shall be yours
as well.”
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Kh. Carla Zell
St. James Orthodox Church of Modesto, California

With hope in the resurrection on the last day, Kh. Carla Zell reposed in our Lord Jesus
Christ on Thursday, May 14, 2026. For years, she and her husband, Archpriest
Thomas Zell, worked in Orthodox Christian publishing and built up St. James Church
of Modesto, Calif.. She reposed just two days shy of her 71st birthday, peacefully,
with love surrounding her.

Kh. Carla was born in Hawaii on May 16, 1955. A military kid, she traveled here and
there, landing in Santa Cruz, Calif. where Fr. George Washburn led her to Christ. She
worked at Big Basin State Park building bridges and making trails.


https://saintjamesmodesto.org/
https://saintjamesmodesto.org/

In 1978, she started attending St. Athanasius Academy in Isla Vista, Calif. where she
met her husband, Fr. Thomas. They married in 1980, and headed back up north to
Boulder Creek, where they raised her nephew, Till.

Kh. Carla immediately started working for Conciliar Press, the predecessor to Ancient
Faith Ministries. Fr. Thomas joined her in 1985, and through thick and thin, they
served side by side.

In 2001, Fr. Thomas was ordained to the holy priesthood, and, in 2003, he was asked
to help a mission in Modesto which became St. James Church. In 2006, he retired
from Conciliar Press when he became the church's pastor.

After 40 years of service to Conciliar Press, Kh. Carla retired, only to work even more
behind the scenes at St. James Church, tirelessly and diligently supporting the parish
and Fr. Thomas both administratively and liturgically.

She served as president, secretary and treasurer of the parish's Antiochian
Women chapter, and faithfully attended women's meetings at Fall Gatherings,
Camp St. Nicholas, Parish Life Conferences and Archdiocese Conventions, always
engaging and encouraging other women with her friendship. She was also a dame
of The Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch.

HOLY BREAD OF OBLATION
OFFERED BY: Fr. Samer, the Clergy and the parishioners for the good of
the parish council members, the building committee and the Ladies
Auxiliary and their families. Many Years!

OFEERED BY: Fr. Samer, the Clergy and all parishioners for the good
health of all the Fathers, Grandfathers, Great Grandfathers and God Fathers
on the occasion of Father’s Day. Many Years!

OFFERED BY: Fr. Samer, the Clergy and all parishioners for the good
health of all the graduates and their families. Mona Batmai, Dominic
Youssef, Esai Madriz, Taleen Ammari, Angelena Hanani, Christina Labban,
Lukas Srouji, Ashley Srouji, Maya Otell and Angelina Labban. Many Years!

OFFERED BY: Fr. Samer, Fr. Theodore and all parishioners of the Church
of the Redeemer for the good health of Fr. Thomas Zell and his family, and
the good health of all the parishioners of Saint James in Modesto. Many
Years!




OFEERED BY: Bogdan and Kate Tanasa on the occasion of their wedding
anniversary and the good health of their daughter, Sofia. We wish them
God’s blessings and every happiness as they relocate to Phoenix, Arizona,
and begin this new chapter in their lives. Many Years!

OFEERED BY: Gus and Cristina Anagnos for the good health of their son
Chris on the occasion of his birthday (June 18). For the good health of their
family and the good health of Gus on the occasion of Father’s Day. Many
Years!

OFEERED BY: Rania Haddad on the occasion of her birthday (June 18)
and the good health of her husband Hanna on the occasion of Father’s Day
and for the good health of the Haddad family. Many Years!

OFEERED BY: Dimitry, Dominic and Damian Youssef for the good health
of their parents; Fr. Samer and Kh. Julianna on the occasion of their wedding
anniversary (June 20) and the good health of the Youssef and Neyman
Families. Many Years!

OFFERED BY: Basma, Mona and Alfred Batmani for the good health of
beloved husband Nabil, on the occasion of Father’s Day. Many Years!

OFEERED BY: Wardeh Asfour for the good health of her husband Salim
on the occasion of Father’s Day, and the good health of their daughter
Rosanna, her husband Johnny Scorsur and their children; Sadie, Cody and
Aubree. For the good health of Osama Elmasu and his family. Many Years!

OFEERED BY: Hala Elmasu for the good health of her husband Osama and
the good health of Yaqoub, Faris, Michael, Matthew and Tarik on the
occasion of Father’s Day. Many Years!

OFFERED BY: Fr. Samer, Fr. Theodore and all parishioners of the Church
of the Redeemer, in memory of Kh. Carla Zell, who fell asleep in the Lord
on May 14, 206. Memory Eternal!




OFEERED BY: Fr. Samer, Kh. Julianna Youssef and their sons in memory
of their beloved, Fr. Nicholas Neyman and Elias Youssef on the occasion of
Father’s Day. Memory Eternal!

OFEERED BY: Ibtisam Kreitem and her children in memory of their
beloved Issam Kreitem and Michael Halteh on the occasion of Father’s Day.
Memory Eternal!

OFEERED BY: Osama and Hala ElImasu in memory of Hanna Elamasu and
Emil Anastas on the occasion of Father’s Day. Memory Eternal!

COFFEE HOUR
Offered By: Wardeh Asfour

(To host the Coffee Hour, please contact Wardeh Asfour @408-718-3339
office@orthodoxredeemer.org
Online Link: https://holytransfiguration.breezechms.com/form/26¢422

Services Schedule Every Week
Matins @ 9:00 AM
Divine Liturgy @ 10:00 AM
Vespers: Every Saturday @ 5:00 PM
(Please check your email in case of any cancellations for VVespers)

We would like to warmly welcome Fr. Thomas Zell, who is
attending our church today. We offer our condolences to him and
pray that God grants him many years of good health and faithful
ministry. We also extend our best wishes and prayers to all the
parishioners of St. James Orthodox Church in Modesto, asking
the Lord to bless them with good health, peace, and abundant
blessings.
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Reserve the Date!

. Sunday, August 9 — We will celebrate the Feast of the
Transfiguration of Our Lord Jesus Christ, the feast day of
our church. A festive luncheon will be served following the
Divine Liturgy.

« We will also joyfully welcome the newly ordained Fr. John
Dibs, who will be ordained to the holy priesthood at The
Parish Life Conference on July 4th.

. More information and details will be provided soon.

We invite everyone to participate in these joyous celebrations.

Honoring The Graduates of 2026
Special Prayers Honoring the Graduates

will be held on Sunday June 21%.
We offer thanks to God for giving our parish such educated members who
graduated from different levels of schooling. The Church is so proud of you
and your children. We pray that Christ our God gives them a bright future
with faithfulness to His teachings. Please send us your children's name and
which school and degree they are graduating this year to put in the bulletin
and honor them on a special Sunday.

- Mona Batmani: Graduated with honors from Chicago-Kent College
of Law with a Juris Doctor degree.

- Dominic Youssef: Graduating with three Associate Degrees from
West Valley College with honors, and transferring to San Jose State
University studying Aviation and minor in Business.

- Esai Madriz: Graduated from Santa Clara Mission College Fire
Academy with a Certificate of Firefighter 1.

- Taleen Ammari: Graduating from Presentation High School and will
be attending Santa Clara University.

- Angelena Hanani: Graduating from Archbishop Mitty High School
and will be attending Santa Clara University.




- Christina Labban: Graduating from Saratoga High School and will
be attending NYU.

- Lukas Anthony Srouji: Graduating from Mount Carmel High School
in San Diego and will be attending San Jose State University.

- Ashley Jean Srouji: Graduating from Foothill High School in
Pleasanton and will be attending CalPoly.

- Maya Otell: Graduating 8" grade from Bret Harte Middle School and
will be attending Leland High School.

- Angelina Labban: Graduating from Redwood Middle School and will
be going to Saratoga High School.

PARISH COUNCIL 2026
The Parish Council members’ of 2026. Chair President; Bassam Khoury,
Vice-Chair; Linda Salah, Treasurer; Henry Veizades, Secretary; Rima
Gannage, Maher Fasheh, Sana Eideh, Johnny Khamis, Jake Timothy,
Edmund Khinno and Sal Hanhan. Roula Haddad will represent the
Antiochian Women Committee and Salem Aweiss will represent the Men
Fellowship Committee.

ANTIOCHIAN WOMEN 2025
The Antiochian Women Committee Leaders of 2026. Roula Haddad
(Chairwoman), Dania Amireh (Vice- Chairwoman), Ibtisam Kreitem
(Secretary/ Communication), Wardeh Asfour (Kitchen/Coffee Hour), Rima
Gannage (Bookkeeping), Diana Khoury (Myrrh Barrier), and Hala Aboujudom
(Sunshine).

CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER YOUNG ADULTS
Young adults (college age and up to 39-1/2) meet on the first Sunday of the
month and organize social, educational, and volunteer activities. For more
information, please contact Dimitry Youssef (President of the Young Adults
in the Diocese of Los Angles and the West) @ (408)364-5670, or
Fr.Theodor Sakellar @ 408-455-8145

SOYO (YOUTH GROUP 12-18 YEARYS)
Our SOYO (Youth Group) is active through the leadership of the Advisors:




Dominic Youssef and Caesar Haddad. The officers are: President; Riad
Akery, Secretary; Mila Haddad, Treasurer; Gabreilla Ajlouni, Social Media
Coordinator; Adriana Ajlouni.

UPCOMING EVNTS AT THE CHURCH
Please save the date

July 1-5: 2026 Parish Life Conference, PLC in San Diego
July 23-27: Camp Three Holy Youths, July 23rd — July 27th @Daybreak
Camp, Ben Lomond. https://campthy.com/camper-registration/
August 6: Transfiguration Liturgy Service @ 10:30AM
August 9: Feast of the Transfiguration of Our Lord Jesus Christ
Food Festival Sept 12 & 13: Our Annual Food Festival

CAMP THREE HOLY YOUTHS
July 23rd — 27th
On Thursday, July 23rd, campers will check in at St. Nicholas church before
we head to the San Francisco Zoo. Admission to the zoo will be completely
free for all children registered for Camp THY. After our zoo visit, we will
travel together to our camp location in Felton to begin an amazing week of
camp activities.

As we wrap up camp on Monday, July 27th, we will make a special stop at
our sister parish, Church of the Redeemer in Los Altos. They will be
graciously hosting us for a celebration before we continue our journey back
to San Francisco. Click here to register today!

Summer Spiritual Reading Program
A Sunday School - Bookstore Partnership

Calling all students! Our parish is hosting a spiritual reading challenge that
will run June - July. Students are invited to select a story from the lives of
the saints and complete a small reflection (artwork, essay, poster or other).
Reflections will be displayed at our Summer Family Night (date to be
announced) and all participants will receive a $10 gift card to our bookstore;
teens will receive $15. A great opportunity to read as a family!
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The Faithful and Secularism, Part Two
By His Eminence Metropolitan Saba (Isper)

What are we to expect when the spirit of piety and the sanctifying life grow
weak; when the spirit of prayer is neglected and reduced to the mere
performance of rituals; when the life of prayer is replaced by work and
organizations; when the spiritual dimension is neglected; when the faithful lose
the sense of sin and forget repentance; and consequently, when the
eschatological dimension of the Christian faith disappears—or is made to
disappear?

Then the Church becomes an institution of this age and loses the very essence
of her existence. At best, she is transformed into a humanitarian institution,
perhaps even one of high caliber, but she loses her mission of sanctifying man,
raising him up to the Kingdom of God, and thus bringing him to salvation.

One of the dangers of secularism is that it changes the mind without coercion.
It confines the mind’s thinking to what is sensible and tangible, causing the
household of God—the children of the Church—to rush into following the
ways and methods of the people of this age, even in ecclesial ministries. Thus,
you see them pursuing dazzling achievements at the expense of the human
person. They give priority, in their planning, to establishing institutions and
ensuring their survival, with the aim of serving man; yet they neglect serving
the very man they intend to serve until construction of the institution is
completed. Then they discover that the institution itself requires constant
development and support, exhausting the efforts of those responsible for it. And
so the poor, the wounded, the suffering, the despairing, and the grieving remain
forgotten. Where, then, is living and active love embodied?

They may also seek to modernize pastoral and spiritual ministry by following
the methods of this age: planning, calculations, and endless meetings. God is
forgotten, and souls no longer hope for His blessing upon the ministry they
seek to offer. At that point, the work becomes entirely a human endeavor, while
those carrying it out remain convinced that they are serving God. The spiritual
dimension may disappear without anyone noticing, and the Church becomes a
“sector” that may be called “spiritual,” but only alongside a number of other
sectors that human beings need. What remains of her essence if she becomes



like the rest, and is no longer the one who directs, gives meaning to, and grants
life? Indeed, when she loses the essence of her existence and imitates the
other sectors, she appears either feeble or artificial, and she loses her
precedence before other worldly institutions and organizations, which may
surpass her in reaching the intended goal because they are more specialized and
professional.

In his book For the Life of the World, Father Alexander Schmemann says: “The
Church is in the world but not of the world. Only because she is not of the
world can she reveal the ‘world to come,’ that which transcends the world.”
What truly remains of her if she loses this role? Activism prevails and prepares
the way for fundamentalism to arise as a reaction to the loss of purpose.

When activism overwhelms the Church—that is, when pastoral activities or
practical witness dominate while the spirit of prayer and repentance recedes—
the balance is disturbed, and the scales tip toward resembling the fallen world.
Activities then become the goal in themselves. Conversely, when the Church
removes active pastoral care from her ministry, isolates herself from this world
in her thought and service, cuts herself off from it, and contents herself with
preserving the right faith apart from Christian love in imitation of Christ—when
she does not strive unceasingly to embrace the world and seek its salvation—
then she falls into fundamentalism. In truth, both secularism and
fundamentalism are forms of alienation from the spirit of the Gospel and a
terrible betrayal of true Christianity.

I will take an example from the Catholic Church, since she confronted
contemporary secularism and modernity before others in Western Europe. In
the years immediately following the Second Vatican Council, despite all its
positive aspects, the Catholic Church fell into a very powerful movement of
activism. The Italian Jesuit Father Giovanni Martinetti described her condition
in prophetic words in his book Ragioni per credere oggi:

“The post-conciliar Church lost her mystical face, and became the
Church of constant dialogue, organizations, consultations,
conferences, councils, committees, academies, parties, pressure
groups influencing public opinion, functions, structures and
restructuring, social experiments, and statistics. Thus the Church



became, more than ever before, the Church of men—that is, an
entity without identity.”

Mother Teresa of Calcutta, in the final years of her life, to the astonishment of
the volunteers in her humanitarian works, ordered the closure of all the bank
accounts of the international body that supported the works of her charitable
religious order, and the cancellation of the meetings of the international group
that supported her humanitarian activities, when she learned how enormous the
expenses of those meetings had become!

Those in whom the Spirit of God acts shock the world by their attitudes and
conduct. But what kind of Christianity is it that goes along with the world and
its sins, instead of awakening it from its heedlessness and deviation?

There is a great difference between caring for humanity, accompanying it, and
sharing in its pain in order to raise it from that pain toward salvation, and
accepting its sin. The Christian loves the sick person, not the sickness. The
Christian comes from eternal life, not from secular life; meaning, he illumines
earthly life with the light of eternity. He does not reduce his life, its needs, and
its goal to the limited years he spends upon this earth.

Therefore, the mission of the Church lies in raising the world with her to where
it once was and to what it once was; in reminding the world of the life to which
God has called it—not only by preaching, but in practice; and in manifesting
the action and truth of God’s Incarnation in human history by embodying His
presence in the heart of the world in which she lives.

If God’s action and fruit are not visible in the life and service of Christians, do
they not become a secular social organization, depriving the world of the
transfiguration to which it is called?

When the Church, in her ministry, does not make room for the hesychastic
life—or what is today called spirituality—and directs nearly all her concern and
energy toward action, she becomes secularized. That is, she loses her
connection to the heavenly Kingdom, by which she is called to transform the
earthly world, through its transfiguration in her authentic work, which must be
done by the inspiration, presence, and action of the Holy Spirit.



The secularization of the Church deprives human beings of the grace of truly
becoming children of God, not merely in word. They then search for the
meaning of their lives in other places, and the word of the prophet Jeremiah
becomes true of them: “They have forsaken Me, the fountain of living waters,
and hewn out for themselves broken cisterns that can hold no water” (2:13).

I will give two examples.

e s it not possible for ecclesial media, when placed in the hands of those
who are not prayerful and spiritually watchful, to become a means of
displaying achievements and boasting about them, rather than urging
viewers or readers to cultivate the spirit of love, service, and giving?

e And is it not possible for the goal of “pastoral” activities to shift toward
fundraising, instead of being a practical means of supporting the faithful
spiritually, helping them experience joy in the midst of the community,
solidarity among the brethren, growth in the life of virtue, and the living
out of love with greater effectiveness?

These are some of the deviations we can easily fall into without even noticing.
To the extent that the life of prayer—and | emphasize the word life—grows
within us, the children of the Church, we become more aware and vigilant so as
not to lose sight of the goal, and the influence of worldliness weakens within
us, and we truly become the Church of Christ.
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Antlochlan Orthodox Church \
Of The Redeemer
Presents

Middle East‘eliigl Food Festival

——<w»> SEPTEMBER 12 & 13,2026 <>~

GET READY FOR TWO UNFORGETTABLE DAYS OF FUN, DELICIOUS FOOD,
FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT, MUSIC, CULTURE, DANCING, CRAFTS,
CHURCH TOUR, KIDS ZONE, AND MORE! *©@x

) Second Prize: Two Round -Trip Airline Tickets:
SF to Istanbul by Turklsh Airlines

na \\L Los \lt s Hills




BUILDING OUR FUTURE TOGETHER
End-of-Year Campaign Update

* Raised: $3.5M for the new hall & learning center
 County requirements nearly complete

* Promising discussions with school operators

* Goal: Break ground by mid-2026

« Remaining need: $750,000 for loan approval

If you are able, please consider an end-of-year
tax-deductible gift to support our parish’s future.

GIVE TO ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH OF
THE REDEEMER

https://www.orthodoxredeemer.org/funds

Thanks to the generosity of our parish family, the $50,000 Matching Fund
has been fully matched for our building project. We are deeply grateful to
the anonymous donor who offered this challenge gift and to everyone who

contributed to make it possible.

If anyone would still like to participate in supporting our building project
through this matching initiative, please contact Fr. Samer for more
information about additional giving opportunities. Thank you for your
continued prayers, generosity, and support as we work together for the future
of our parish.
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