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Good morning friends, it is good to be with you again his morning.
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This morning | want to start an 8 sermon series from the book of Jonah - I'm entitled “Hope for the
Wayward”
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Most of us know Jonah as the story of a man swallowed by a great fish. But if we read the book carefully,
the fish is not the main point. The fish only appears briefly. The real subject of the book is God.
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Jonah is about the God whose grace is wider than we expect. It is about a God who pursues a runaway
prophet, hears desperate sailors, shows mercy to a violent city, and patiently questions an angry servant.
- So Jonah is also about us.
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So as we walk through Jonah, we are not simply reflecting on Jonah’s disobedience but also examine our
own hearts and ask ourselves, in what ways does the Jonah story similar to our own? In what ways, might
we be like Jonah in our view of others? In what ways are we running from loving those who seem to us
unlovable? In what ways are we running from God?
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The good news of Jonah is this: even when we run from God, God does not stop pursuing us. His grace
follows us into the storm, into the deep, into our anger, and into the small places of our hearts — until we
begin to see others with His mercy.
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The word “grace” has many meanings. It includes mercy, favour, blessing, kindness, elegance and
beauty, charisma and forgiveness — all of them coming from the generosity of God, freely given.
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And I hope that through this series, we will consider more deeply this concept of grace — especially God’s
grace. God’s mercy. God'’s favour. God’s blessing. God'’s forgiveness. Especially for people who do not
deserve it and who have no ability to earn it.
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It's hard for us to understand grace because our world, and so much of our lives, are transactional. You do
something for me, and I will do something for you. You hurt me, and | will hurt you back. You pay what you
owe. You get what you deserve.
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We are more comfortable with the law: an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth. This we understand.
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But grace — receiving something with no strings attached, being loved for no reason at all, being accepted
just as | am, benefiting without cost to myself, freely, without expectation of repayment — this kind of
generosity is hard for us to grasp. It was hard for Jonah as well.
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The book of Jonah is set in a time in Israel’s history when the nation was divided into the northern and
southern kingdoms. Jonah served as a prophet in the northern kingdom during a time when Israel had
successfully recovered lands that had been lost in earlier wars with their neighbouring enemies. Second
Kings 14:25 records that Jonah had a large role to play in this success.
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So Jonah was not a stranger to the Word of God. He was a faithful preacher of the Word of God — at least
until now.
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This verse sets the stage for what will happen throughout the book.
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The date is about 755 BC. The Assyrians were fast becoming the world superpower, threatening all their
neighbours. They were a brutall and merciless people. Their cruelty is well-documented . Smith, J. E.
(1994). *The Minor Prophets* (Jonah 1:1-3). Joplin, MO:College Press.
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So the name Nineveh would have struck terror in the hearts of people living in Western Asia during Jonah’s
ministry...So wicked were the people of Nineveh that the stink of their sin had risen up to heaven itself.
L - FEAZAREFAER - RET I BRM XY » I AL EMETHME - B ARFBESR
BE—NHD - (IR ITRENRSE ST EIR E -

And yet, YHWH sends Jonah to warn them, to give them an opportunity to change course, to change their
way so to avoid the calamity and sure destruction that is heading their way. Jehovah God has had enough
of their violence.

PRI > HEARAIEIE 2R EEMAT » L] —MEERALE - RIS T m ~ B 8E - R A
AT RAT K AR ALY S oK o HEAIME B4 ELE A S M A TR 21T -

Jonah understood God enough to know that He will be merciful to even the most wicked if they are willing
to repent, to change their ways.
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Listen again to the movement of the passage: i T —#@X Fe 2 A HEHFI T2 ¢

> Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah the son of Amittai, saying,
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> ‘Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it,
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> for their evil has come up before me.’
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> But Jonah rose to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the Lord.
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> He went down to Joppa
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> and found a ship going to Tarshish.
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> So he paid the fare
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> and went down into it,
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> to go with them to Tarshish,
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> away from the presence of the Lord.”™*
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The divine imperative is issued in verse one -***Arise, go to Nineveh.”**
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The writer presents it like an order from a great king given to a messenger.
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But Jonah runs...Jonah does not run because he does not know God. He runs because he knows God too
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This is where the story begins to search us. Most of us do not think of ourselves as people who run from
God. We still believe. We still worship. We still know the right words. But when God asks us to forgive
someone, to love someone, to serve someone, to cross a boundary, to move toward someone we would
rather avoid — suddenly we discover how much resistance is still in us.
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Notice the construction of verse three. The writer wants to make it very clear that Jonah intentionally
disobeyed God by doing exactly the opposite of what God commanded.
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There are 5“ he” pronouns in this verse.:X—722 Y B » “f"—FHLHB T ALK -

He went down.;He found a ship.;He paid its fare.ftt N £ 7 ; frFeE]—fEHS 5 Ml T /LD -

He went down into it.;He went to Tarshish.{t N 2L E W ETiEA T -

Jonah is not confused. Jonah is not uncertain. Jonah is not asking for clarification....Jonah is running.
And the pronouns are telling. It's all about Jonah.
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He is going to Tarshish — a place as far away from Nineveh as possible.
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The word “presence” in the ESV comes from the Hebrew word **paneh** — n)» — meaning “face.” That
is an important word because it is a metaphor illustrating God’s relationship with Jonah, and with us, as
something upfront and personal.
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In infancy, as our eyes gradually focus, the face becomes one of the first things we see. By means of the
parental face, we come to know ourselves as ourselves. In its expressions, we learn our place in the world.
In the face, we acquire trust and affection — or, in some terrible cases, rejection and abuse. Our formative
years are spent looking up into a face, and we grow up toward what we are looking up to.
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So why would anyone want to run — not walk, not turn around, but run — from the warm, intimate,
worshipping, attention-receiving presence of God?
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| want to suggest two observations from our text. 3 AR M X S 42 S0 HH RN IEE -
1. When our agenda becomes more important than God’s.
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1 Now the word of the LORD came to Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, 2 “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great
city, and call out against it, for their evil has come up before me.” 3 BUT Jonah rose to flee to Tarshish
from the presence of the LORD
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As mentioned, Jonah served the Northern Kingdom, and was a quite successful prophet for that kingdom.
So Jonah was very familiar with the political climate of the day.
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He would have known that the Ninevites — these godless, idol-worshipping, violence-prone people — were
in the process of becoming the most powerful nation in the ancient world. Their emergence as a world
power would threaten the very existence of Israel.
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If God did not destroy Nineveh, Nineveh could one day destroy everything Jonah had tried to rebuild
under Jeroboam II. We can find his story in 2 Kings 14:23-25
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Jonah could not be more pleased that evil Nineveh has caught the notice of God. He knew that if they
continued in their wickedness, God would have to judge them even destroy them. In fact, he was counting
on it.
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But he also knew that God was merciful and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love...- in
fact that was his explanation for running in chapter 4:2. And He knew that if Nineveh by some miracle
would repent, God would spare them...

Byt snE - ERARN - AR > AREER HHATFENZEE ... BE b XIEZ A 4 & 2
TR O 22k RN - thiR1E - HEefetdE 2t igit - ERrgisier ] -

This is the sad thing about disobedience: disobedience often comes clothed in the garments of good
reason. 7Y fip o AZERHHTEE X E ¢ R AeE IR A EE Y IMK -

The worst acts of disobedience are often premeditated. We have had time to think about it. Time to justify
it. Time to convince ourselves that we are doing the right thing.
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And so Jonah runs — not because he does not know what God wants, but because he knows all too
clearly what God wants.fit A 2 ke | — N Z2RAMARIE B2, e RAMAOERE B Z (2,
But for Jonah, what he wanted was more important as the 5 “he” pronouns emphasized in verse 3.
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And friends, this is not only Jonah’s story. This is often our story too.

FARATT » XN R ERIHCEE RIS - X2 A RIS -

We may not say it out loud, but sometimes we too have people we do not want God to bless. We have
people we do not want God to forgive. We have people we feel should be judged, exposed, humbled, or
removed.
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Sometimes our anger is understandable. Sometimes our pain is real. Sometimes what was done to us
really was wrong.
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But pain can become dangerous when it becomes the lens through which we see God. Fear can become
dangerous when it becomes more powerful than obedience. And even our love for our people, our
church, our nation, our tribe, our family, or our cause can become dangerous when it becomes more
important than God’s heart.
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Jonah wanted a God who would defend Israel but God revealed Himself as the God who also had mercy
for Nineveh. And so Jonah ran because he felt that his agenda for Israel was more important than God’s.
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2. We run from God when we seek to please ourselves
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So he paid the fare and went down into it, to go with them to Tarshish, away from the presence of the
LORD. F-2ff T HEY - NEIREE - SRt | —FERTEAE - 2Ea ARy -

Where do we run when we begin to run from God? Tarshish....What is Tarshish?
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Ancient literature does not tell us exactly where Tarshish was located, but most probably it was in the
coastal areas of either Italy or Spain, near Gibraltar. In any case, it was a city associated with fine products
such as gold, silver, ivory, and exotic animals. First Kings 10:22 tells us that Solomon received many of his
fine treasures from Tarshish.
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Tarshish was alluring. It promised adventure, glamour, wealth, and an exotic lifestyle — the Club Med of
the ancient world— quite a contrast from Nineveh. Nineveh was located on the plains of Mesopotamia. It
was hot, dry, dirty, drab, crowded, and famous even then for its violence.
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So understandably, Jonah got up as the Lord commanded — but he did not go where the Lord instructed.
He went to Joppa to buy a ticket to the comfortable, exciting, faraway Tarshish.
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After all, what better place could one run to when running away from God?
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And again, there is a bit of Jonah in all of us.F—Z » A 15 ABHHE » HLHAE — SN %= -

We are all in danger of choosing Tarshish over Nineveh. 3 15> ABYAE Ml ~ FE448 BtV Eis
We are all tempted to choose things that make us feel good rather than things that help us do good.
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Nineveh means ministry. It is not glamorous. It is often scandalous and humiliating. But it is the very place
where God calls people of character to offer the world grace in the middle of life that is often hard, dry, and
bitter.
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Nineveh means a life of service. It does not have the glitz of Tarshish. It is not always attractive. It is not
always comfortable. But it is where God wants us to work.
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Tarshish promises the wandering heart a glitzy life away from the presence of God.
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But the problem is this: most of what we know about Tarshish is imagined rather than true. Even in ancient
literature, Tarshish was viewed as a “far-off and sometimes idealized port.” The Semitic scholar Cyrus
Gordon says that in the popular imagination, it became “a distant paradise.” Eugene Peterson writes that
Tarshish is like the long-lost fabled paradise city of Shangri-La. In other words, Tarshish symbolizes a place
or situation that exists only in one’s fantasies.
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The reality — the real stuff of life — is Nineveh. ELIFFYEISE—— A AE HSEHIN S ——2EEEM °

But choosing Nineveh means choosing a life of service, self-sacrifice, suffering, and love. It means offering
grace, forgiveness, and hope to people whom we do not agree with, to people whom we look down on -
even to people we may despise.
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Why do we run from the warm, intimate, worshipping, attention-receiving presence of God? We run when
we seek to please ourselves rather than please God.
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But in defence of Jonah, | understand why he would rather go to Tarshish than Nineveh. Nineveh is a
difficult place with difficult people.
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In Nineveh, we have to participate in the hard work of redemption. We have to forgive others. We have to
seek their well-being. We have to desire mercy for people who may not yet know how deeply they need
mercy.
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It would be easier if these were nicer people BELEX e A 0] — 5 » HIFURSEB G -

But what about my unfair boss?{EHFH MR A SEHYEZRIE ?

My selfish brother or sister?¥H51> B #1755 B aH 4R IE 2

My controlling mother?EH 1~ LI # IR RESEIE 2

My angry father?ZH N El A Sk & 20 SCSEIE 2

My cheating husband or wife?H[> NS LAY SR ZEETIE 2

The friend who betrayed me?#} > 22 HS2F A A A IE ©2

What about these people? They do not deserve it. And that is exactly where grace becomes difficult.
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God’s call to serve in Nineveh is hard. It is hard to be gracious. It is hard to be merciful to enemies who
show no mercy. It is hard to love those who hate you. It is hard to forgive those who hurt you. Itis not
easy to love your enemy...
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It is easier to run away and not face the painful process of dying to what we want and living to what God
wants. It is easier to run away from God and please ourselves instead.
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So before we judge Jonah too harshly, we need to take a serious look at our own hearts. My heart. Your
heart. Our hearts.
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Are there people in your life that you feel do not deserve to be forgiven?
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Are there people in our sphere of influence that we feel we cannot welcome?
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Are there people we would rather God judge than heal?
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Where is Tarshish in your life? Where is Nineveh?{R4: ap A HEAEWFE ? {REY BBt XAFHH ?
Where is the place God is calling you to go, but you have been quietly, politely, maybe even religiously,
going in the opposite direction?
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Friends, the grace of God is beautiful when we receive it. But grace can at times become offensive when
God asks us to offer it to others.
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And this is where Jonah confronts us. 2 s » SEAEX BN EHRERERA ] -

Because Jonah did not run from God because he believed God was harsh. Jonah ran because he
believed God was merciful.
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But here is the good news: Jonah may run from God, but God does not run from Jonah. Jonah flees from
the presence of the Lord, but the Lord follows him into the storm. In the Jonah story we discover that God’s
grace is not only for Nineveh. God’s grace is also for Jonah and people like Jonah
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And that may be the most uncomfortable and comforting truth in this passage.
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God has grace for wicked cities. But God also has grace for stubborn prophets. God has grace for violent
people who need to repent. But God also has grace for religious people who need to repent of their lack of
mercy. God has grace for rebels out there. And God has grace for the rebel still hiding in here.
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So today, the invitation of this passage is not simply, “Do not be like Jonah.”
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That would be too easy.JREIZE L » KEST -

The invitation is deeper than that. X {;#1i% » ELHFE %

The invitation is to let God expose the Jonah in us — the part of us that wants mercy for ourselves but

judgment for others, the part of us that wants God’s blessing but not God’s command, the part of us that
wants Tarshish when God is calling us to Nineveh.
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And then, having exposed us, God invites us not into shame, but into grace.
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So maybe the call for us this morning is simply this: Stop running. Stop running from the God whose face
is turned toward you in mercy.
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Stop running from the God who knows your fear, your anger, your disappointment, your hurt, and your
reluctance — and still calls you.
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Stop running from the God who is more gracious than you imagined, more merciful than you wanted, and
more faithful than you deserve.
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Turn again toward His face. Fi 2 [ by i -

Because the face of God is not the face of a God who delights in crushing runaway prophets.
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It is the face of the Father who comes after His children. H[ KA BS54 L 20 °

It is the face of the Saviour who loved His enemies, forgave His betrayers, prayed for those who crucified
Him, and went into the deepest Nineveh of human sin and suffering so that rebels like us could come home.
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And when we finally stop running, we may discover that the grace we resisted is the very grace that
saves us. Amen!
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