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Welcome to Saint Paul!  

We are happy to have you here!  
 

How to know when to stand, sit, or speak  
Whenever you see an asterisk (*) at a heading, you are invited to stand as you are able. 

You are not required to stand, so if, for health or emotional reasons you cannot or do 

not wish to stand, that is okay.  You are invited to speak the words printed in  bold type. 
 

How to sing hymns in harmony  
To save space in printing the bulletin, we usually limit what is printed to the melody. If 

you’d like to sing in harmony, the hymn numbers are listed in our bulletin so you can 

open the red books in the pews (called ELWs).  
 

We are an Open Communion  Congregation  
This means that any Christian who has received the Sacrament of Holy Baptism is invited 

to receive Holy Communion.  
 

How to financially support us  
Offerings can be made online at stpaulpgm.org/give, mailed to St. Paul Lutheran 

Church, PO Box 200, Pine Grove Mills, PA 16868, placed in the mail slot (outside 

door to Pastor Paul’s office), or in the offering plate located in the lobby/narthex 

near the entrance of the sanctuary.  

 

A note on Communion Wafers  
To topple barriers that prevent participation in worship, we want to make it 

possible for individuals with Celiac Disease or gluten intolerance to be able to 

eat the Body of our Lord. Our default wafers are made by Parish Crossroads 

and are known as “Low G luten Wafers” because they contain trace amounts 

of gluten. However, the wafers are tested at least once a year for how much 

gluten is in them. Since 2020, the wafers have routinely tested to contain 

15ppm gluten or less (The US FDA defines most food produ cts with 20ppm or less as “gluten 

free”). Use the QR Code and look for the link that gives the most recent test results.  

If you still have concerns, we have some truly gluten -free wafers available upon request.  

 

  

http://stpaulpgm.org/give
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Gathering  
The Gathering for worship began when you started readying yourself for worship  

 

An Introduction to the day  
[PASTOR — replace with your Sermons Project introduction. S&S reference text: God does not 

promise that the path of the disciple will be easy. Jeremiah feels the pain of rejection from those who 

do not want to hear what he has to say. Jesus declares that h is words may bring stark division. Even 

so, we need not be afraid, for God accounts for each hair on our heads. Though we may experience 

rejection, frustration, division, and death, God’s grace and love make us a new creation each day. 

Marked with the cros s and filled with holy food, we are sent from worship to witness to Christ in the 

world.]  

 

Prelude – Out of consideration for our musicians, please refrain from talking during the prelude.  

 
 

*Confession and forgiveness  
P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
 

 

P: Let us confess our sin, in the presence of God and of one another.  
 

P Compassionate God, A: we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and 

we cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and 
your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 
. 
 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 

his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 

name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
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*Gathering Hymn  “Children of the Heavenly Father”           (ELW 781)  

 

 
 

*GREETING  

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  A: And also with you.  

 

*Prayer of the Day  
P: Let us pray.  Teach us, good Lord God, to serve you as you deserve, to give and not to 

count the cost, to fight and not to heed the wounds, to toil and not to seek for rest, to 

labor and not to ask for reward, except that of knowing that we do your will, through 

Jesus C hrist, our Savior and Lord. A: Amen. 
 

Word  
First Reading: Jeremiah 20:7 -13 

Jeremiah has been imprisoned for prophesying defeat and disaster. Even after his release he 

continues to proclaim the coming destruction of Jerusalem. His preaching goes against his own 

hopes and desires, but he cannot keep himself from speaking God’s Word . 
 

7 O Lord, you have enticed me,  

  and I was enticed;  
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 you have overpowered me,  

  and you have prevailed.  

 I have become a laughingstock all day long;  

  everyone mocks me.  

 8 For whenever I speak, I must cry out;  

  I must shout, “Violence and destruction!”  

 For the word of the Lord has become for me  

  a reproach and derision all day long.  

 9 If I say, “I will not mention him  

  or speak any more in his name,”  

 then within me there is something like a burning fire  

  shut up in my bones;  

 I am weary with holding it in,  

  and I cannot.  

 10 For I hear many whispering:  

  “Terror is all around!  

 Denounce him! Let us denounce him!”  

  All my close friends  are watching for me to stumble.  

 “Perhaps he can be enticed,  

  and we can prevail against him  and take our revenge on him.”  

 11 But the Lord is with me like a terrifying warrior;  

  therefore my persecutors will stumble,  

  and they will not prevail.  

 They will be greatly shamed,  

  for they will not succeed.  

 Their eternal dishonor  

  will never be forgotten.  

 12 O Lord of hosts, you test the righteous;  

  you see the heart and the mind;  

 let me see your retribution upon them,  

  for to you I have committed my cause.  
 

 13 Sing to the Lord;  praise the Lord!  

 For he has delivered the life of the needy  

  from the hands of evildoers.  

 

                                  L: The word of the Lord. A: Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 100                                       (Hymn Paraphrase: ELW 883)  
While few of us have suffered persecution like Jeremiah’s, the word of the cross we bear  

continues to be scandalous and offensive. This song is the sigh (ending in confidence) of those  

who bear the sometimes uncomfortable Word of God into the world. . 
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Second Reading: Romans 6:1b -11 
Paul has just affirmed that “justification is by grace apart from works of the law,” that is, that 

reconciliation with God is not a reward for those who are able to obey the law, but a gift of new 

life to all of God’s beloved. Now he addresses a criticism of this freedom from the law which he is 

sure will be raised.  
 

1b Should we continue in sin in order that grace may increase? 2 By no means! How can 

we who died to sin go on living in it? 3 Do you not know that all of us who were baptized 

into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 Therefore we were buried with him by 

baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 

Father, so we also might walk in newness of life.  

 5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with 

him in a resurrection like his. 6 We know that our old self was crucified with him so that 

the body of sin might be destroyed, so we might no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For 

whoever has died is freed from sin. 8 But if we died with Christ, we believe that we will 

also live with him. 9 We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; 

death no longer has dominion over him. 10 The death he died, he died to sin once for all, 

but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11 So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin 

and alive to God in Christ Jesus.  

                    L: The word of the Lord.  A: Thanks be to God.  

*Gospel Acclamation  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Jesus says, The Spirit of the Lord will testify on  | my behalf,*   

and you also  | are to testify.   



8 
 

 

*Gospel Reading:  Matthew 10:24 -39  

Having begun to train them, Jesus sends his disciples out to preach the Gospel with these words 

of warning and consolation about how their proclamation will be received.  

P: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the tenth chapter.    

A: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said to the twelve:] 24 “A disciple is not above the teacher nor a slave above the 

master; 25 it is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher and the slave like the master. 

If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign 

those of his household!  
 

 26 “So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered and 

nothing secret that will not become known. 27 What I say to you in the dark, tell in the 

light, and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. 28 Do not fear those 

who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather, fear the one who can destroy both soul 

and body in hell. 29 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to 

the ground apart from your Father. 30 And even the hairs of your head are all counted. 31 

So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows.  

 32 “Everyone, therefore, who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge 

before my Father in heaven, 33 but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny 

before my Father in heaven.  

 

 34 “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring 

peace but a sword.  

 35 For I have come to set a man against his father,  

 and a daughter against her mother,  

 and a daughter -in-law against her mother -in-law, 

 36 and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household.  
37 “Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever 

loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me, 38 and whoever does not take 

up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39 Those who find their life will lose it, 

and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.”  

         P: The gospel of the Lord. A: Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

Sermon  
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*HYMN of the Day:  “How Firm a Foundation”   (ELW 796)  

 

 

*Invitation to Baptism  
 

*Apostles’ Creed  

A: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
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suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

. 

*Prayers of Intercession  
 

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of the 

world.  

A brief silence.  

Life -giving God, you have called your people to lose their lives for Jesus’ sake. Strengthen 

your church to follow you in the face of difficulty. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Creator God, you know every sparrow that falls to the ground. Protect migrating birds, 

endangered species, and their natural habitats . Empower us to care for your creation. 

God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Sovereign God, you call us to act justly and love mercy. Protect those with marginalized 

identities to whom we have not shown the abounding love of Jesus. Bring an end to 

oppression and bigotry in all forms. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Sustaining God, you promise to provide for us. Help those living with disability. Comfort 

those experiencing any sort of illness or suffering ( especially ). God of grace,  
hear our prayer. 
 

Empowering God, strengthen us to live out our diverse callings. We pray especially for 

fathers and father figures, that they show your compassion and care. We pray for all for 

whom this day is difficult or painful. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered.  
 

Faithful God, we give you thanks for the saints who have claimed their baptismal 

promises —  especially Shay Keller, Ruth Kolesar , the Rev. Dr. Charles Thomas Aikens, 
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former pastor of St. Paul, and Onesimos Nesib , whom the greater  church remembers 

today, who have claimed their baptismal promises. May we follow their example of faith 

and service. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken prayers to 

you, O God, through Jesus our Savior. Amen. 
 

*Peace  
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.  A: And also with you.  
 

 
 

Meal  
Offering  
 
 

Musical Offering  
 

*Offertory  
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*Offering Prayer  
L: Let us pray:  Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take 

heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.  

. A: Amen. 
 

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  

* DIALOGUE  

 

 
*PREFACE  

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrec tion opened 

to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 

earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  

 

*Sanctus  
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*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  

P: Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer,  

in the world of your creation,  

you wove all things together in life and praise.  

When sin had broke what you had made,  

you sent your Son to heal our wounds  

and gather us again into one.  

In the night in which he was handed over,  

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  

and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.  

We proclaim the mystery of our faith:  
A: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  

Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing,  

his body given up, and his victory over death,  

we await that day when all the peoples of the earth  

will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life.  
A: Amen! Come, Lord Jesus. 

Send your Spirit upon us and this meal:  

as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread,  

so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth,  

that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son.  
A: Amen! Come, Holy Spirit! 
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Through him all glory and honor is yours,  

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,  

in your holy Church, both now and forever.  
A: Amen 

*Lord’s Prayer  

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those  

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen. 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, 
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins,  
as we forgive those  

who sin against us. 
Lead us not into time of trial,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
P: Heaven has come near.  Come, share in the feast!  

*Lamb of God  
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Communion  
P: The body of Christ, given for you. L: The blood of Christ, shed for you.  A: Amen.   

 

Communion Hymn:  “Jesus Calls Us; o’er the Tumult”       (ELW 696)

 

 

 
 

*Post -Communion Blessing  
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you, body, 

mind, and soul, now, and unto eternal life . A: Amen. 
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*Post -Communion Canticle – Nunc Dimittis (Now, Lord)  

 

 
 

 

*Post -Communion Prayer  
L: Let us pray. Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are 

filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. . A: Amen. 
 

Sending  
*Sending of communion  
P: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel 

to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and 

sacrament with those who are  sick, homebound, and imprisoned . In your love and care, 

nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the 

comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord.    A: Amen. 
 

 

Blessing of Fathers  
 

Blessing of Graduates  
 

Announcements  
You may be seated.  
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*Charge to the People  

*Blessing  
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The 

Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, and the Son, ☩ 

and the Holy Spirit.   A: Amen. 
 

*Sending hymn : “If You But Trust in God to Guide You”       (ELW 769)  

 

 



18 
 

*Dismissal  

L: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!  
A: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Postlude  

 

Reflections for After Worship  

God Comes First 

God is, the theologians say, transcendent —beyond us, always exceeding our easy grasp. 

Recognizing God’s awesome transcendence brings a reevaluation of other values. The 

God of vertigo -inspiring infinitude is also the God who know the hairs of our head. 

Tru sting this God, fear is defanged and faith becomes a sort of courage. We live in 

faithful relationship to the hair -counting God as we joyfully “acknowledge” the one who 

acknowledges us. And as we do so, reveling in the intimacy of God’s loving regard for u s, 

other relationships, even familial ones, take on a different cast. God comes first, we 

realize, not only in priority, but ontologically, “in the beginning” (John 1:1). Before the God 

who is at once gracious and transcendent, we “lose” our lives and disc over the true life in 

following the way of Jesus the crucified Son.  

C omment from the Cloud of Witnesses  
Most high, all -powerful, good Lord,  yours are the praises, the glory, the honor, and all 

blessing.  To you alone, Most High, do they belong,  and no one is worthy to mention your 

name.  Praised be you, my Lord, through our sister Mother Earth,  who sustains and 

governs us, and who produces varied fruits with colorful flowers and herbs.  Praised be 

you, my Lord, through those who give pardon for your love  and bear infirmity and 

tribulation.  Blessed are those who endure in peace,  for by you, Most High, they shall be 

crowned.  Praised be you, my Lord, through our sister bodily Death,  from whom no one 

living can escape.  Blessed are those whom death will find in your most holy will,  for the 

second death shall do them no harm.  Praise and bless my Lord,  and give him thanks 

and serve him with great humility.  

—Francis of Assisi  
[Francis of Assisi,  Francis and Clare: The Complete Works , ed. Regis J. Armstrong OFM CAP and Ignatius C. Brady OFM (NY: Paulist, 1982), 38 -39.]  
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U pcoming Commemorations  

June 21: Onesimos Nesib, translator, evangelist, † 1931  

Onesimos was born in Ethiopia. Captured, enslaved, and taken to Eritrea, he was there 

freed by Swedish missionaries. He translated the Bible into his native Oromo and 

returned to preach there.  

June 21: The Rev. Dr. Charles Thomas Aikens, St Paul PGM Pastor † 1927  

The Rev. Aikens is one of St Paul’s most consequential pastors. Serving St Paul and Pine 

Hall as his first call, he was very involved in the life of the community, starting a number 

of businesses. Under his leadership, Grace Lutheran State College was plan ted. He 

helped establish the Pine Grove Mills Cemetery (the Lower Cemetery). His second call 

was as the President of Susquehanna University, where he modernized its schools. He 

died from complications of open -heart surgery barely three weeks after retiring  from 

serving Susquehanna University.  

June 24: John the Baptist  

John said, “[Jesus] must increase, but I must decrease.” His birth is celebrated half a year 

before Jesus’, just as the daylight in the northern hemisphere begins to wane. Jesus 

honored John as being the greatest prophet.  

 Sh irley “Shay ” Keller , † 20 14 

June 25: Presentation of the Augsburg Confession, 1530  

On this day in 1530 the German and Latin editions of the Augsburg Confession were 

presented to Emperor Charles of the Holy Roman Empire. Written by Philipp 

Melanchthon and endorsed by Martin Luther, it summarizes the points on which the 

reformers saw their  teaching as agreeing with or differing from the Roman Catholic 

Church of the time.  

June 25: Philipp Melanchthon, renewer of the church, † 1560  

Though he died on April 19, Melanchthon is commemorated today because of his 

connection with the Augsburg Confession. A colleague and co -reformer with Martin 

Luther, he was a brilliant scholar known as “the teacher of Germany.”  

June 27: Cyril, Bishop of Alexandria, † 444  

Cyril defended the orthodox teachings about the person of Christ. After a conflict 

involving the major Christian leaders of the time, it was decided that his interpretation —  

that Christ’s person includes both divine and human natures —  was correct.  

Ruth Elizabeth Kolesar , † 2003  
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Serving Today  
Worship Leader  ................................................................................................................ Pastor Paul Tomkiel  

Assisting Minister .......................................................................................................................... La uren Tingle  

Musician  ............................................................................................................................... Michelle McMullen  

Sacristan  ..................................................................................................................................... Delor se Homan  

Reader  ................................................................................................................................................ Jeff Muthler  

 

About St. Paul  
Purpose  

We are a beacon, boldly sharing the light of Jesus’ grace and love.  
 

Mission  

Guided by Jesus, we strengthen faith, deepen compassion, extend generosity,  

and serve community.  
 

Core Values  

Faith  Compassion  Generosity  Community  

Our Bible Verses  
As Paul was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 

[Jesus said,] ‘Paul is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before the nations.’ – Acts 9:3,15  
 

Land Acknowledgement  
St. Paul is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Conestoga -Susquehannock people, where 

we gather. We also acknowledge the Seneca, Cayuga, Lenne Lenape, as well as all of our Indigenous siblings 

who have and continue to care for this place  – this land – and call it their home.  

Find out more about the Conestoga -Susquehannock at www.conestogasusquehannocktribe.com  
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