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ST. JOHN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
The Rev. Tammy P. Harmer 

Deacon Betsey Eley & Deacon Ken Weaver 
4TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST   •   JUNE 21, 2026 

Reverent Reflection 

Prelude  

Welcome 

Church Announcements  

Confession and Forgiveness 
P. Blessed be the holy Trinity, ✛ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 
C. Amen. 

P. O God, powerful and compassionate, you shepherd your people, faithfully feeding and protecting us. 
Heal each of us, and make us a whole people, that we may embody the justice and peace of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C. Amen. 

P. Most merciful God,   

C. we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

P. In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us and for his sake God forgives us all 
our sin. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the ✛ Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

C. Amen. 

Gathering Hymn:   Gather Us In   (#532) 

Apostolic Greeting 
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 

Kyrie     p. 147 
P. In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P. For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
C. Lord, have mercy. 
P. For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all,  

let us pray to the Lord. 
C. Lord, have mercy. 



P. For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
C. Lord, have mercy. 
P. Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C. Amen. 

Canticle     p. 149  
P. This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 
C. Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God.  

Power and riches and wisdom and strength, and honor and blessing and glory are his.  
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 
Sing with all the people of God and join in the hymn of all creation:  
Blessing and honor and glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
This is the feast of victory for our God, for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.  
Alleluia. Alleluia. 

P. The Lord be with you. 
C. And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray: 
Teach us, good Lord God, to serve you as you deserve, to give and not to count the cost, to fight and not to heed 
the wounds, to toil and not to seek for rest, to labor and not to ask for reward, except that of knowing that we do 
your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

Word 
First Reading:  Jeremiah 20:7-13 
7 O Lord, you have enticed me, and I was enticed; you have overpowered me, and you have prevailed. I have 
become a laughingstock all day long; everyone mocks me. 
8 For whenever I speak, I must cry out; must shout, “Violence and destruction!” For the word of the Lord has 
become for me a reproach and derision all day long. 
9 If I say, “I will not mention him or speak any more in his name,” then within me there is something like a burning 
fire shut up in my bones; I am weary with holding it in, and I cannot. 
10 For I hear many whispering: “Terror is all around! Denounce him! Let us denounce him!” All my close friends are 
watching for me to stumble. “Perhaps he can be enticed, and we can prevail against him and take our revenge on 
him.” 
11 But the Lord is with me like a terrifying warrior; therefore my persecutors will stumble, and they will not prevail. 
They will be greatly shamed, for they will not succeed. Their eternal dishonor will never be forgotten. 
12 O Lord of hosts, you test the righteous; you see the heart and the mind; let me see your retribution upon them, 
for to you I have committed my cause. 
13 Sing to the Lord; praise the Lord! For he has delivered the life of the needy from the hands of evildoers. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 69:7-10 [11-15] 16-18 
Response:   “Answer me, O Lord, for your love is kind.” 
7 Surely, for your sake I have suffered reproach, and shame has covered my face. 
8 I have become a stranger to my own kindred, an alien to my mother’s children. 
9 Zeal for your house has eaten me up; the scorn of those who scorn you has fallen upon me. 
10 I humbled myself with fasting, but that was turned to my reproach.    R 
[11 I put on sackcloth also,and became a byword among them. 
12 Those who sit at the gate murmur against me, and the drunkards make songs about me. 



13 But as for me, this is my prayer to you, at the time you have set, O Lord: “In your great mercy, O God, answer 
me with your unfailing help. 
14 Save me from the mire; do not let me sink; let me be rescued from those who hate me and out of the 
deep waters.    R 
15 Let not the torrent of waters wash over me, neither let the deep swallow me up; do not let the pit shut its 
mouth upon me.] 
16 Answer me, O Lord, for your love is kind; in your great compassion, turn to me. 
17 Hide not your face from your servant; be swift and answer me, for I am in distress. 
18 Draw near to me and redeem me; because of my enemies deliver me.    R 

Second Reading:   Romans 6:1b-11 
1b Should we continue in sin in order that grace may increase? 2 By no means! How can we who died to sin 
go on living in it? 3 Do you not know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 
death? 4 Therefore we were buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, so we also might walk in newness of life. 
5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection 
like his. 6 We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, so we 
might no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For whoever has died is freed from sin. 8 But if we died with Christ, we 
believe that we will also live with him. 9 We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; 
death no longer has dominion over him. 10 The death he died, he died to sin once for all, but the life he lives, 
he lives to God. 11 So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation   p. 151 
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 

Gospel:  Matthew 10:24-39 
The holy gospel according to St. Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said to the twelve:] 24 “A disciple is not above the teacher nor a slave above the master; 25 it is enough for 
the disciple to be like the teacher and the slave like the master. If they have called the master of the house 
Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his household! 
26 “So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered and nothing secret that will 
not become known. 27 What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light, and what you hear whispered, proclaim 
from the housetops. 28 Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather, fear the one who can 
destroy both soul and body in hell. 29 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the 
ground apart from your Father. 30 And even the hairs of your head are all counted. 31 So do not be afraid; you are 
of more value than many sparrows. 
32 “Everyone, therefore, who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge before my Father in 
heaven, 33 but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny before my Father in heaven. 
34 “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring peace but a sword. 
35 For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law 
against her mother-in-law, 
36 and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household. 
37 “Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter 
more than me is not worthy of me, 38 and whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of 
me. 39 Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 



Sermon 

Children’s Sermon 

Anthem 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth, I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our 
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 
Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of the world. 

A brief silence. 

Life-giving God, you have called your people to lose their lives for Jesus’ sake. Strengthen your church to 
follow you in the face of difficulty.  

God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Creator God, you know every sparrow that falls to the ground. Protect migrating birds, endangered species, 
and their natural habitats. Empower us to care for your creation.  

God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Sovereign God, you call us to act justly and love mercy. Protect those with marginalized identities to whom 
we have not shown the abounding love of Jesus. Bring an end to oppression and bigotry in all forms.  

God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Sustaining God, you promise to provide for us. Help those living with disability. Comfort those experiencing 
any sort of illness or suffering (especially).  

God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Empowering God, strengthen us to live out our diverse callings. We pray especially for fathers and father 
figures, that they show your compassion and care. We pray for all for whom this day is difficult or painful.  

God of grace, hear our prayer. 

We pray for peace throughout the world: in our nation, Ukraine, Israel, Gaza, Lebanon, Sudan, and all war-
torn areas. We pray for our military and their families.  
God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Faithful God, we give thanks for saints (like Onesimos Nesib) who have claimed their baptismal promises. 
May we follow their example of faith and service.  

God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken prayers to you, O God, through 
Jesus our Savior.   Amen. 

Sharing of the Peace  

Offering



Great Thanksgiving     p. 152  
P.  The Lord be with you.  
C.   And also with you.  
P.  Lift up your hearts.  
C. We lift them to the Lord. 
P.  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Preface     p. 153 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heav’n and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 

Words of Institution 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.      p. 153 

Lord’s Prayer 
Let us pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

Communion     p. 154 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: grant us peace, grant us peace. 

Distribution of Holy Communion 

Communion Hymns:   God Is Here   (#526) 
As We Gather At The Table   (#522) 
Let Us Break Bread Together   (#471) 

Prayer after Communion 

Blessing 

Sending Hymn:   We Are Called   (#720) 

Dismissal 

Postlude



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Sunday                                        10:00 am    Sunday Morning Worship Service (Summer) 
                              After Worship Service    Summer Sundays  (casual youth activities) thru Sept. 13th) 
                                                       11:30 am    Band Rehearsal   
Wednesday                                  7:00 pm    Band Rehearsal 

Ongoing                                                           Shelf Stable Milk Collection 
                                                                            Diaper Collection for Pantry, Holy Communion, Berlin 

Tuesday, July 7th                  7:00 pm       Bible Study in the Parish House 
Saturday, July 11th            11:30 am       Community Luncheon in the Ed. Building 
Wednesday, July 15th         7:00 pm       Grief Gathering in the Parish House Tea Room 

Please note:  All activities, dates and times are subject to change.

WORSHIP BULLETIN DEDICATION 
The cost ($23) of the Weekly Worship Bulletin to fully cover the cost of paper and printing is donated by 

Henry and Marie Fickenscher in memory of their loved  ones. 
This Worship Bulletin is printed on paper that is made with renewable resources  

from third-party certified, sustainably managed forests. 
Please place any Worship Bulletins to be discarded in the  recycle bin in the narthex.

PRAYER LIST 
Please keep the following in your prayers for healing: 

Please notify the office if you want to add or remove a person from this list. 

Jen Bailey 
Krystal Booras 
Michael Botti 
Brian Byrnes 
Meadow Cantoral 
Randy Cantoral 
Debbie Capasso 
Janet Cappuccio 
Joe Condoli 
Sandra DeRitis 
Helen Dominic 
Frank Donovan 

Marie Lentine Douglas 
Tracey Drew 
Indie Fisher 
Stephanie Friant 
Rhea Fryor 
Ashley Fuhrman 
Bob Garner 
Angela Guedes 
Stan Harmer 
Michelle Walk Hewitt 
Valerie Hoffmann 
Makenzie Jack 

Quincy Jones 
Ed Kagen 
Tracey Kelly 
Carl Knopp 
Deb Kuhn 
Donna Leek 
Doug Levandowski 
Tim McCarthy 
Joanne McVelli 
Melanie Miles 
Kent Montford 
Sue Murphy 

Bill Murray 
Renate Murray 
Erica Polito 
Samantha Reed 
Kimberly Rickert 
Ashley Rosser 
Dorcas Schellhas 
Jean Schlotz 
Finn Schureman 
Gladys Sheppard 
Meilani Showell 
Frank Siderio III 

Eric Sprengel 
Bill Steel 
Carol Taylor 
Henry Tesone 
Bill Todt 
George Vaneman, Sr. 
George Van Wagner 
Beverly Warming 
Mary White 
Helen Yezusko 
Bob Zielsdorf

ST. JOHN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1002 S. Main Street Williamstown, NJ 08094 

Pastor:  The Rev. Tammy Harmer 
Phone Number:  1-856-875-8742     •     Email:  stjohnslutheran1002@yahoo.com 

Website:  www.stjohnselc1002.org

ALTAR FLOWERS DEDICATION FOR SUNDAY, JUNE 21st 
Dedicated by John & Jill Zak in honor of their 29th Wedding Anniversary



Tuesday, July 7th   
7:00 pm in the 
Parish House 

Every Sunday from May 17th to September 13th 
after the Worship Service in the Ed. Building. 

Bible verse theme every Sunday with  
crafts and outdoor games.  

Please come and join the fun!

Every Sunday from May 17th to September 13th 
after the Worship Service in the Ed. Building. 

Bible verse theme every Sunday with  
crafts and outdoor games.  

Please come and join the fun!

Saturday, July 11th  11:30 in the Ed. Building.

ALL ARE WELCOME!

GRIEF  
GATHERING

Wednesday,  
July 15th    

7:00 pm  

Parish House Tea Room 

All Are Welcome!

Please help us . . .  

Donate Shelf Stable Milk for  
Our Lady of Peace Food Bank. 
Donations in the form of cash or check will also be welcome.

Holy Communion Lutheran Church of Berlin Baby Pantry need: 

BABY DIAPERS 
(especially larger sizes) 

Collection is in the Narthex. 












