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GREETING, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND PEACE 
 
PRELUDE              “Amazing Grace”    Hal H. Hopson 

 
(We Stand) 

 
BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, full of compassion and 
mercy, abounding in steadfast love. 
Amen. 
 
Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin against God and one another. 
 
Eternal God our creator, 
in you we live and move and have our being. Look upon us, your children, the work of 
your hands. Forgive us all our offenses, and cleanse us from proud thoughts and empty 
desires. By your grace draw us near to you, our refuge and our strength; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. God’s 
love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit given to us. In the mercy of  
almighty God, Christ died for us while we still were sinners; and for his sake, God + forgives you 
all your sins.  
Amen. 

WELCOME TO ST. STEPHEN'S!  
 

A nursery is provided for children through age 4 for both worship services and for infants and 
toddlers during Sunday School. The nursery is located at the end of the hall on the right side. 
 

Children’s bags can be found in the “Kid’s Corner” of the narthex. 
 

Restroom facilities are located down the hall on the left side. 
 

First Aid, Emergency Equipment, and a wheelchair are located down the hall on the right by 
the stairwell. 
 

If for any reason you must leave the sanctuary, the service is live streamed in the Agape  
Sunday School classroom.  Any usher will be glad to direct you. 
 

Sunday school classes are provided for 2 year olds through adults. 
 

Listening devices and larger print bulletins are located in the narthex.  
Ushers are also available to assist you. 
 

If you are a visitor feel free to sign-in using the QR code.  Here’s how it works: 
Point your camera at the image, tap the link that appears on your screen, and 
share whatever information you desire.  Thank you!  Hope to see you again soon!  
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GATHERING HYMN    “Let the Whole Creation Cry”            ELW 876 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you always. 
And also with you. 



4 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 

THE SALUTATION 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

(We Sit) 
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FIRST READING               Jeremiah 20:7-13 
 
7
O Lord, you have enticed me, and I was enticed; you have overpowered me, and you have 

prevailed. I have become a laughingstock all day long; everyone mocks me. 
8
For whenever I 

speak, I must cry out, I must shout, “Violence and destruction!” For the word of the Lord has 
become for me a reproach and derision all day long. 

9
If I say, “I will not mention him, or speak 

any more in his name,” then within me there is something like a burning fire shut up in my 
bones; I am weary with holding it in, and I cannot. 

10
For I hear many whispering: “Terror is all 

around! Denounce him! Let us denounce him!” All my close friends are watching for me to  
stumble. “Perhaps he can be enticed, and we can prevail against him, and take our revenge on 
him.” 

11
But the Lord is with me like a dread warrior; therefore my persecutors will stumble, and 

they will not prevail. They will be greatly shamed, for they will not succeed. Their eternal  
dishonor will never be forgotten. 

12
O Lord of hosts, you test the righteous, you see the heart 

and the mind; let me see your retribution upon them, for to you I have committed my cause. 
13

Sing to the Lord; praise the Lord! For he has delivered the life of the needy from the hands of 
evildoers. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM          Psalm 69:7-10, [11-15], 16-18 

7
Surely, for your sake I have suf- | fered reproach, 

 and shame has cov- | ered my face. 
8
I have become a stranger to | my own kindred, 

 an alien to my | mother’s children. 
9
Zeal for your house has eat- | en me up; 

 the scorn of those who scorn you has fall- | en upon me. 
10

I humbled my- | self with fasting, 
 but that was turned to | my reproach. R 
[
11

I put on | sackcloth also, 
 and became a by- | word among them. 
12

Those who sit at the gate mur- | mur against me, 
 and the drunkards make | songs about me. 
13

But as for me, this is my prayer to you, at the time you have | set, O Lord: 
 “In your great mercy, O God, answer me with your un- | failing help. 
14

Save me from the mire; do not | let me sink; 
 let me be rescued from those who hate me and out of | the deep waters. R 
15

Let not the torrent of waters wash over me, neither let the deep swal- | low me up; 
 do not let the pit shut its | mouth upon me.] 
16

Answer me, O Lord, for your | love is kind; 
 in your great compassion, | turn to me. 
17

Hide not your face | from your servant; 
 be swift and answer me, for I am | in distress. 
18

Draw near to me | and redeem me; 
 because of my enemies de- | liver me. R 
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SECOND READING                 Romans 6:1b-11 
 
1b

Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? 
2
By no means! How can we who 

died to sin go on living in it? 
3
Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ 

Jesus were baptized into his death? 
4
Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into 

death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too 
might walk in newness of life. 

5
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will 

certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 
6
We know that our old self was crucified 

with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. 
7
For whoever has died is freed from sin. 

8
But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will 

also live with him. 
9
We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death 

no longer has dominion over him. 
10

The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he 
lives, he lives to God. 

11
So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in 

Christ Jesus. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

(We Stand) 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL              Matthew 10:24-39 
 

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the 10th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said to the twelve:] 
24

“A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the master; 
25

it is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the master. If they have 
called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his  
household! 26“So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and 
nothing secret that will not become known. 

27
What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and 

what you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. 
28

Do not fear those who kill the body but 
cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 

29
Are not two 

sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 
30

And even the hairs of your head are all counted. 
31

So do not be afraid; you are of more value 
than many sparrows. 

32
“Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will 

acknowledge before my Father in heaven; 
33

but whoever denies me before others, I also will 
deny before my Father in heaven. 

34
“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I 

have not come to bring peace, but a sword. 
35

For I have come to set a man against his father, 
and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; 

36
and 

one’s foes will be members of one’s own household. 
37

Whoever loves father or mother more 
than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of  
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me; 
38

and whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 
39

Those who 
find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(We Sit) 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON         Pastor Nathan Gragg 
 

SERMON          Pastor Nathan Gragg 
 

(We Stand) 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY        "Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said”           ELW 667 
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THE APOSTLE’S CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was  
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into  
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the  
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 
 

(We Sit) 
 
OFFERING 
God calls us to be generous stewards for the sake of our ministry near and far.   
You can support our ministry by putting your offering in the offering plate,  
mailing it to the church, giving online (sslc.org or use the QR Code) or through  
the Givelify app.  If you would like more details on direct deposit giving please  
contact our Parish Administrator, Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, at (803) 359-6562. 
 
Anthem          “It Is Well with My Soul”            John Ness Beck 
 

When peace like a river, attendeth my way, when sorrows like sea billows roll; 
Whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say, “It is well with my soul.” 

 

My sin O the joy of this glorious thought – my sin, not in part but the whole  
is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more: Praise the Lord praise the Lord, O my soul!  

It is well with my soul. 
Lord, haste the day when my faith shall be sight, the clouds be rolled back as a scroll:  
the trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend “Even so” it is well with my soul! 

 
(We Stand) 

 
OFFERTORY                 ELW 854 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

THE PREFACE 
 

THE SANCTUS  

 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our  
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the  
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 

(We Sit) 
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THE AGNUS DEI 

 
RECEPTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

C hrist welcomes you to this Holy Meal of the Baptized! We receive communion this morning 
at the center aisle. Communion will be brought to the front rows for those who wish to  

remain seated. Children who commune should be assisted by adults near them. Those unable 
to partake of wine or wheaten bread are assured of our Lord's presence in, with, and under each 
element alone. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 
 
Communion Music       “Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart”       Frederick Atkinson 

 
The Congregation is encouraged to participate in the following Communion Hymn.   

The hymn can be found in the back portion of the LBW (Green) Hymnal in your pew rack. 
 
Communion Hymn            “Children of the Heavenly Father”            LBW 474 

 
(We Stand) 

 
BLESSING OF THE COMMUNICANTS 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine, grant 
you the gifts of faith and hope, and almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now 
and forever. 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN             “Will You Come and Follow Me”            ELW 798 

 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE       “Trumpet Tune in D Major”     Henry Purcell 
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ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God and in honor of our 24th wedding anniversary 
(June 22) by Brant and Jennifer Taylor. 
 
 
 
 

SERVING TODAY: 
Ushers: (8:30) Eric Wessinger, Ivan Black, Bill Carroll, Aaron Rawl, Vernon Hester, Deon Fink, 
  Blaine Richardson, and Chad Geary; 
 (11:00)  Alon Cox, Roy Welch, Brian Paeth, Doug Harper, Heyward Addy, 
  and Matt Martin 
Cantor: Madison LaFontan 
Greeters: (8:30) Amy Shell (11:00) Shannon Burnett 
Readers: (8:30) Jane Kennedy; (11:00) Marilyn Fattman 
Communion Assistants: (8:30) Sandy Shealy; (11:00) Shannon Burnett 
Order of St. Stephen’s:  (8:30)  [A] Caroline Hooker [C] Katy Hooker; 
   (11:00)  [A] Ethan Kean [C] Shannon Burnett 
 
 
 
 

The Church Staff                                     Website: www.sslc.org 
The Rev. Jason T. Antley   The Rev. Ralph G. Hill 
Mrs. Shannon Burnett, Director of Family Life Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, Parish Administrator 
Ms. Susan Wilson, Director of Music/Organist Mrs. Julie Tworzyanski, Preschool Director 

Mrs. Sylvia Looney, Organist Emeritus 
 
 
 

Summer Sunday School Information: 
 

Locations for Adult Classes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

If you are not receiving the weekly announcements and monthly newsletter via email  
and would like to receive them, please email Shannon (Shannon@sslc.org) so she  

can add you to the distribution list.  
 
 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  

Agape Adult Class 
     Room #102 (Closest to Narthex) 

Saints & Sinners with PJ and PR 
     Room #203 (Large Upstairs Room) 

If you are interested in beginning  
a new Sunday School class  

please contact Mrs. Shannon. 


