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INTRODUCTION 
God does not promise that the path of the disciple will be easy. Jeremiah feels the pain of 
rejection from those who do not want to hear what he has to say. Jesus declares that his words 
may bring stark division. Even so, we need not be afraid for God accounts for each hair on our 
heads. Though we may experience rejection, frustration, division, and death, God’s grace and 
love make us a new creation each day. Marked with the cross and filled with holy food, we are 
sent from worship to witness to Christ in the world. 
 
SERVING TODAY: Presider/Preacher: Pastor Chad Huebner; Organist: Bekah Davenport; Pianist: 
Patricia Cambridge; Asst/Lector: Wanda Weinberg; Livestream: Sam Hanson; Greeter: Linda 
Sauer; Ushers: Dan Snoddy, Tim Prange;  Time with Children: Puppets; Acolyte: Rachel; Tray 
Server: Chris Snoddy 



 

WELCOME​ ​ (PLEASE POWER OFF OR AIRPLANE MODE YOUR DEVICES) 
Here in Athens, in SE Ohio, we are occupying the traditional homeland of the Shawnee people. 
Before the Shawnee, this land was occupied by the Osage people, and by the Adena, Hopewell, 
and Fort Ancient cultures. 
 
PRELUDE​ ​  
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Salvation belongs to our God, who is seated on the throne 
and to the Lamb! 
Amen. 
 

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 

Merciful God, 
You are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. 
You lead us beside still waters. 
We thank you for the waters of creation: 
morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. 
We thank you for the waters that nourish us, the Hocking River and Dow Lake 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness 
who accompanies us on our journeys. 
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. 
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil, and our cup overflows. 
Break down barriers that divide us. 
Fill us with the breath of peace. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, 
and for making us a new creation. 
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG ​ ​ Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said (ELW 667) 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Let us pray.  

Teach us, good Lord God, to serve you as you deserve, to give and not to count the cost, to 
fight and not to heed the wounds, to toil and not to seek for rest, to labor and not to ask for 
reward, except that of knowing that we do your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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FIRST READING: Jeremiah 20:7-13 
A reading from Jeremiah. 
 7 O LORD, you have enticed me,​
  and I was enticed;​
 you have overpowered me,​
  and you have prevailed.​
 I have become a laughingstock all day long;​
  everyone mocks me.​
 8 For whenever I speak, I must cry out;​
  I must shout, “Violence and destruction!”​
 For the word of the LORD has become for me​
  a reproach and derision all day long.​
 9 If I say, “I will not mention him​
  or speak any more in his name,”​
 then within me there is something like a burning fire​
  shut up in my bones;​
 I am weary with holding it in,​
  and I cannot.​
 10 For I hear many whispering:​
  “Terror is all around!​
 Denounce him! Let us denounce him!”​
  All my close friends​
  are watching for me to stumble.​
 “Perhaps he can be enticed,​
  and we can prevail against him​
  and take our revenge on him.”​
 11 But the LORD is with me like a terrifying warrior;​
  therefore my persecutors will stumble,​
  and they will not prevail.​
 They will be greatly shamed,​
  for they will not succeed.​
 Their eternal dishonor​
  will never be forgotten.​
 12 O LORD of hosts, you test the righteous;​
  you see the heart and the mind;​
 let me see your retribution upon them,​
  for to you I have committed my cause.​
​
 13 Sing to the LORD;​
  praise the LORD!​
 For he has delivered the life of the needy​
  from the hands of evildoers. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: Psalm 69:7-18 
 7 Surely, for your sake I have suffered reproach,​
  and shame has covered my face.​
 8 I have become a stranger to my own kindred,​
  an alien to my mother’s children.​
 9 Zeal for your house has eaten me up;​
  the scorn of those who scorn you has fallen upon me.​
 10 I humbled myself with fasting,​
  but that was turned to my reproach. ​
 11 I put on sackcloth also,​
  and became a byword among them.​
 12 Those who sit at the gate murmur against me,​
  and the drunkards make songs about me.​
 13 But as for me, this is my prayer to you, at the time you have set, O LORD:​
  “In your great mercy, O God, answer me with your unfailing help.​
 14 Save me from the mire; do not let me sink;​
  let me be rescued from those who hate me and out of the deep waters. ​
 15 Let not the torrent of waters wash over me, neither let the deep swallow me up;​
  do not let the pit shut its mouth upon me.​
  16 Answer me, O LORD, for your love is kind;​
  in your great compassion, turn to me.​
 17 Hide not your face from your servant;​
  be swift and answer me, for I am in distress.​
 18 Draw near to me and redeem me;​
  because of my enemies deliver me.  
 
SECOND READING: Romans 6:1b-11 
A reading from Romans. 
1b Should we continue in sin in order that grace may increase? 2 By no means! How can we who 
died to sin go on living in it? 3 Do you not know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus 
were baptized into his death? 4 Therefore we were buried with him by baptism into death, so 
that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we also might walk in 
newness of life.​
  5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him 
in a resurrection like his. 6 We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of 
sin might be destroyed, so we might no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For whoever has died is 
freed from sin. 8 But if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9 We know 
that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over 
him. 10 The death he died, he died to sin once for all, but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11 So 
you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL: Matthew 10:24-39 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said to the twelve:] 24 “A disciple is not above the teacher nor a slave above the master; 
25 it is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher and the slave like the master. If they have 
called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his 
household!​
​
  26 “So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered and nothing 
secret that will not become known. 27 What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light, and what 
you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. 28 Do not fear those who kill the body but 
cannot kill the soul; rather, fear the one who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 29 Are not 
two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your 
Father. 30 And even the hairs of your head are all counted. 31 So do not be afraid; you are of more 
value than many sparrows.​
  32 “Everyone, therefore, who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge before 
my Father in heaven, 33 but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny before my Father 
in heaven.​
​
  34 “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring peace 
but a sword.​
 35 For I have come to set a man against his father,​
 and a daughter against her mother,​
 and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law,​
 36 and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household.​
37 “Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son 
or daughter more than me is not worthy of me, 38 and whoever does not take up the cross and 
follow me is not worthy of me. 39 Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their 
life for my sake will find it.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY​ Will You Come and Follow Me: The Summons (ELW 798) 
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CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
God of wild love and extravagant acceptance…​
Spirit of boldness and beauty… 

You are faithfully present in both the grit and glitter of life,​
and you are present here with us now.​
Awaken us to your dream for creation:​
A world in which every member of the human family is free​
to flourish. 

Holy One, we lift our praises to you for your boundless creation! When we look at the faces of 
your beloveds, and the rich and full lives they lead, it is indeed a cause for celebration because 
you have named and claimed us ALL as holy and worthy of love. We give thanks this month 
especially for our LGBTQIA+ siblings, who embody the diversity of your kingdom – in every 
shape, race, ability and disability, neurodiversity, age, and more. Help us to see our LGBTQIA+ 
siblings in your glorious image. God of Grace, hear our prayer.  
 
Weaver of Justice, let us be your advocates and activists in this changing world. Teach us to see, 
name, and care for people of all sexual orientations, gender identities, and gender expressions, 
and the full lives and stories they bring to the table. Let this month of PRIDE be a time to 
expand our knowledge to language that helps extend hospitality to our queer siblings; to speak 
out against injustice and legislation that discriminates, and become bold change makers. We 
commit ourselves to the work ahead, looking to your example through Christ. God of Grace, 
hear our prayer.  
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Divine one, be with the leaders of this church. Remind all who lead that there is always more to 
learn about making faith communities spaces where all people can truly be welcomed, 
included, celebrated, and advocated for. Humble us in our shortcomings to admit when we are 
wrong. Fill us with atonement when we have failed our LGBTQIA+ siblings. Soften our hearts 
and egos so we can ask and receive help. The role of leadership is significant, and we know it is 
made possible only through your grace and support. God of Grace, hear our prayer.  
 
Spirit, you have filled and re-filled us this month in our hearts, minds, and bodies. The work of 
justice is endless. Even after PRIDE month comes to a close, may we find the support and 
courage we need to continue the celebration of your people and the work of LGBTQIA+ justice. 
Through your grace, help us commit to creating safe and affirming spaces to live, worship, and 
thrive in. Thank you for showing us how to love YOU and our neighbors this PRIDE month! God 
of Grace, hear our prayer. 
 
Holy One, You call each of us beloved.​
Each of us cherished.​
Each of us desired.​
Each of us sacred.​
And so, we give you thanks now and forever. 
AMEN. 
 
PEACE​ ​ The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
OFFERING – THANK YOU!  YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.  
Giving is easy online through our website at https://www.clcathens.org/give​  
There you will also find instructions on how to text to give or download our church app! 
 
MUSICAL OFFERING​  
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OFFERTORY​ ​ ​ Now the Feast and Celebration 

 

10 
 



 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Merciful God, 
accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day 
when we will hunger and thirst no more. 
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, 
that goodness and mercy may follow us 
and bless the world you love. 
In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the table of new life. 
Receive the risen Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
COMMUNION 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Holy One, 
through this meal you have made your home among us 
and are making all things new. 
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Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, 
to love our enemies, 
and to bring your healing to the nations. 
In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, 
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, 
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, 
☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG ​ ​ If You But Trust in God to Guide You (ELW 769) 

 
 

DISMISSAL​
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. ​
Thanks be to God.​ ​  
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