[bookmark: _Hlk52003561]"Hate – the Word We Hate" 
1 John 2:7-11
Teaching sheet for 6/14/26

There are many wedding traditions.  One is for the bride to wear “something old, something new, something borrowed, and something blue.”  

Everything Old Is New Again v. 7-8
This command to love one another, which is at the heart of a call to be disciples of Jesus Christ, is not new.  We see this command in the Old Testament:
Leviticus 19:18   Proverbs 17:17  Micah 6:8
That’s the ongoing message of awakening – that we love one another.  
“The Greek word agape is often translated “love” in the New Testament. How is 'agape love' different from other types of love? The essence of agape love is goodwill, benevolence, and willful delight in the object of love. Unlike our English word love, agape is not used in the New Testament to refer to romantic or sexual love. Nor does it refer to close friendship or brotherly love, for which the Greek word philia is used. Agape love involves faithfulness, commitment, and an act of the will. It is distinguished from the other types of love by its lofty moral nature and strong character. Agape love is beautifully described in 1 Corinthians 13.”  https://www.gotquestions.org/agape-love.html

If we are going to love one another with agape love, should we show that love in a way that lines up with the Bible?  This is an exercise that helps us do that:  Put your name in the blanks and read it aloud.

__________ is patient and is kind; __________ does not envy; I do not parade myself (I’m humble), I am not puffed up; I do not behave rudely, I am not easily provoked, __________ thinks no evil; Nor do I rejoice in iniquity, But I rejoice in the truth; __________ bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. __________ never fails.

The Evidence Love vs Hate, v. 9-11
Last week I used the word LIAR.  This week, my word is HATER.
Matthew 5:43-48  Do you think that when church folks talk about one another, do they express “negativity, criticism, or disdain toward others, often without constructive intent”?  What if we labeled the one doing that as a HATER?

I want to offer a 30-Day Agape Challenge.  For the next thirty days, let nothing negative or critical of another church member leave your lips.  In fact, don’t even think negative or critical thoughts about another member.  Hey, how about we extend that to our family and neighbors?  Why not everybody?

Since I didn't offer much grace last week with the whole LIAR thing, the grace in this challenge is: if you slip up, just start the 30 days over again 😊 Do you get my point?

Causing Others to Stumble
In verse 10, the word for stumbling is “skandalon.”  In other verses it applies to causing others to stumble:  Romans 14:13   1 Peter 2:7-8   Revelation 2:14 
A skandalon refers to a kind of trap.  We never want to be the trap that causes another to stumble.  Jesus gave a stern warning about this: Mark 9:42 “But whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to stumble, it would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck, and he were thrown into the sea.”

Think of the prodigal child returning home and a loving father who wraps the arms of forgiveness around him when he still smelled like the pigs of his past.  That’s a picture of the agape love we can share, right here, right now. Amen.
HOMEWORK:
1 – Look up all the scripture verses.  Which parts of 1 Corinthians 13 are the hardest to say when it’s all about you?  Pray for God to reveal anything in the past that makes it hard to say.
2 – Will you accept the 30-Day Agape Challenge?  Consider finding a friend to confide in for support and accountability.  Btw – if you have to question “if” a thought or word is negative/critical, go ahead and presume that it is!
3 – Next week: Father’s Day   1 John 2:12-17  “Blessed Assurance.”
