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A coupl e of Sunday's ago | and sone others fromthis Parish were at
the ordination of Brent Krysa as a Deacon of the Church, and |
remenbered that 38 years plus two days ago | was in the sane
Cat hedral Church, also being ordained a Deacon. Aside from a
conpletely renovated St. Paul's Cathedral (a great inprovenent!)
and a nodestly changed ordination liturgy, | was surprised by one
difference fromny earlier experience; there was no noney offering
taken up at the Ofertory. That got ne thinking. (And then just
yesterday, after I'd nostly finished this sernon, | read the essay
by Rev. Kevin Dixon that Rev. Margaret linked to in her weekly

newsl etter, and thought the stars had definitely aligned.)

We Anglicans are not very good at tal king about the noney needs of
the church to exist, to worship, and to do mssion in our world. W

tend to be very subtle and soft-spoken when noney is the subject.

There was only one (failed) attenpt that | know of to becone
somewhat nore "in your face". That was a bunper sticker proposed to
a Ceneral Synod in the 1980s, and | only saw one exanple in the
office of a cleric who had been at that Synod. | asked him "how
cone?" that bunper sticker was nowhere seen, especially not on
Anglican cars. Seemingly it had been considered too controversi al

and "likely to offend people". So, what did it say?

Tithe if you |l ove Jesus; anybody can honk!



There, I've done it, 1've used the T-word! W Anglicans are very
reluctant to use that word, but it does come up, usually carefully
par aphrased and hidden in sone report of yet another planning

exercise. But it's been there, and it will be there again!

How am| so sure of that? |'ve been around this bl ock several tines
in 38 years. In 1990 the Synod of the Diocese of Huron passed
"Vi sion 2001"; one sinple vison, with six goals, each with three to
si x objectives having five to fifteen strategies. | never did see
how that all worked out. | escaped to the D ocese of Toronto, just
in tinme to be caught up in a simlar exercise there; but wth
Toronto alnost twice the size of Huron, nore goals, nore objec-
tives, and nore strategies. After one nore Toronto exercise, which
actually made positive changes to how that D ocese operates, |
returned to Huron 10 year later, in 2001 (and saw no evi dence t hat
Vi sion 2001 had ever existed) just intinme for "I mgi ne Huron", and

retired in tine to avoid its successor.

In all these planni ng exercises, tithing was eventually identified
as a goal or strategy (often avoiding the T-word with | anguage |i ke
"proportional giving"); and I"mbetting it will be againin simlar
pl ans. And, for ny sins, over ny time in ordained mnistry in two
di oceses | was part of several focus groups that hotly debated what
tithing neant. W all agreed that it neant giving 10% (or even just
sonme percent) of sonething, but a percentage of what? Sone argued

for gross famly inconme. O hers proposed net inconme, after taxes
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and deductions. Still others wanted "disposable” incone, after
necessary expenses; and that started a whol e new debat e about what
was "necessary". Very quickly a biblical principle, that we ought
to return roughly one tenth of everything God has given us to God's
work, turned into clever accounting and nitpicking. And while |I'm
still prepared to argue for the biblical normof giving 10%to the
work of the church and for mnistry to those | ess fortunate than
us, | also argue that nost of us have already given to mnistry to
t he sick, the poor, the hungry and the stranger through our incone
and property taxes. (There were no such taxes in biblical tines,
and the tithe had to cover everything!) But | don't know and can't
cal cul ate (maybe a tax accountant coul d) how nuch of the biblical
10%is covered by what fraction of our taxes! (And not to brag or
try to notivate by guilt, | do give away roughly 10% of ny after-
tax inconme, but not all to the church, but also to groups and
causes that | think are good for us as a society and a country,
education being a forenost priority. Equally inportantly, | try to

do the same with ny tinme, and also not only to the church.)

As you can see, any debate about giving to the work of the church
can very quickly turn into nat hemati cal argunents about percent ages
and j oyl ess penny-counting. Nevertheless, | would |i ke to take sone
time to tal k about sonme of the principles behind giving to the work

of the Church
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Some words of our Lord to the disciples he is sending out in

today's reading fromthe Gospel of Mtthew are rel evant;

You recei ved wi t hout paynent, give w thout payment. f1o:8b]

This text is one of the few for which | prefer the version of the

Ki ng Janes Bi bl e;

Freely ye have received, freely give.

| don't want to do violence to this text, so |l et ne begin by saying
that in their context these words have nothing to do wi th noney.
The passage begins with a description of Jesus' mnistry; preaching
t he Gospel and healing. There is nore than a strong hint that the
anount of work to be done is too nuch, and he prays that other
workers will be found. Jesus then appoints the twelve as his
del egates, giving themhis own authority to preach and heal - that
is what apostle neans, soneone with the authority of the one who

sends them

It is the nessage of the Cospel, "the kingdom of heaven is at
hand,” that they have received freely. They are to pass that on,
freely, not expecting reward. Jesus is tal king about evangelism
t he spreadi ng of the Gospel, not noney. Nevertheless, there is an
i nportant nmessage for us, and for our conmtnment to the work of the

Church, in this saying of the Lord,

Freely ye have received, freely give.



Each of wus has received freely from God. First, there is the
material world. Al that exists is created by God and belongs to
God. That includes ourselves, our very lives, all our tinme, and
everything that we call ours. All we enjoy during life, even life
itself, is aloan from God. W bring nothing into this world, and

we take nothing fromit.

Equal ly i nmportantly, thereis the spiritual realm W nortal humans
have a yearning for eternity, a yearning for God. W are fl esh, yet
we feel within us a spirit, a soul, that needs God. W also
recogni ze that God is distant, holy; we can never wth our own
effort approach God. It is God that has to cone to us; God has to
give us the great gift of God. Thus the CGospel teaches us that God
became human, |ived and died as one of us, and through that life
and death nmade it possible for us to know God. Call it the "ki ngdom
of God," call it "eternal life," or "redenption" or "salvation",

God has given it to us, freely.

These are the gifts of the Gospel; all that we are and all that we
have cones from God, and CGod has redeened us from our own sinfu

nortality. That is what we have freely received. And that is what
we are to pass freely on to others, by our words, and by our
wi tness. Ohers need to hear this Good News, and nore inportantly,

ot hers need to experience this Good News.
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How do we pass on this Good News? Jesus is our nodel. He preached,
but nore inportantly, he practiced what he preached. He preached
the com ng ki ngdom and he showed what that kingdom was |ike by
heal i ng the sick, feeding the hungry, and accepting outcasts and
sinners as his equals. | suggest that none of the preaching of
Jesus woul d have been accepted or renenbered i f he had not done his

works of mnistry. W are to do the sane.

Procl amation is fine, but actions speak |louder. If one picture is
worth a thousand words, then one caring deed done in the nane of
Jesus must be worth a mllion words of sinply telling peopl e about
the I ove of God. Al of our preaching about the Gospel is worthless
unless we live the Gospel. It is by our words and actions that we
bear witness in the world to the transform ng power of God' s | ove.
And, we are to do this freely. Paradoxically, doing this costs

noney!

That is why | think the argunents about what portion of our incomes
we shoul d gi ve becone petty and legalistic. What we return to the
work of God from all that God has given to us is part of our
witness to the world. The principle of the tithe, 10% is useful as
a gui deline and one towards which we can strive, but unless it is
given freely and lovingly, it is not nuch of a witness to the
freedomand | ove we have in God. Whatever we return to God, in our
gifts to charities and the church, from our material goods, from

our time, fromour lives, is a statenent we make about how we f eel
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about all that God has freely given us. W all need to consider

fromtinme to tine if we are nmaking the statement we want to make

Consi der for a nmoment our church, here. By sinply standing on M|
Street it isawtness tothe Christian faith to all that pass. But
what sort of witness is it? If it |ooks well kept, clean, with the
grass neat and plants well-cared for, it says that those who
worship here care; this building is inportant to them If the
building is shabby and the property nessy, it witnesses to its
uni nportance in their lives. What kind of witness do you want this

buil ding to be?

O consider two main charities of our Church; Al ongside Hope
(formerly the Prinmate's Worl d Rel i ef and Devel opnent Fund) and the
Anglican Foundation. |If they can provide energency relief in
needi ng communities and countries as necessary, if they can be
there with assistance when a natural disaster strikes, that says
somet hi ng about how seriously Anglican Christians in Canada take
their responsibility to feed the hungry, to take care of those in
need. |If they can't, because funds are not available, that also

makes a statement. What kind of statement do you want to nake?

| could multiply these exanpl es endl essly, but | hope you can do so
on your own, from your own experience, and from your own priori-
ties. Qur commtnent to the work of the church and other caring

agencies in tinme and noney is part of our Christian witness to the
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power of the Gospel. Is it the kind of witness you want to make?

Are we giving back freely, when so nuch has been given to us?

These are questions worth thinking about fromtine to tine.



