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Git-R-Done!
By Pastor Donald Neidigk
Matthew 9:35-10:8
Series A, Pentecost 3, June 14, 2026
And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction. Matthew 9:35
	Larry the Cable Guy.  He’s one of my favorite comedians. He’s actually a Christian. His father was a pastor, and Larry attended a Baptist university in Georgia. One of Larry the Cable Guy’s favorite lines is, “Git-R-Done!”   That’s what we see Jesus doing, and it’s what he’s telling his disciples to do in our Gospel lesson. He’s telling them, and us, “Get the work of my kingdom done!”  Ok, so how do we do that?  There are four actions disciples of Jesus can do to Git-R-Done, to carry out the work of God’s kingdom.
	The first action is PRAY.  Jesus tells us, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few;  therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” (Matthew 9:37b-38)  Jesus is using a word picture here.  The harvest represents all harassed, helpless and lost people whose lives are miserable and who don’t know Jesus.  They have no real guidance from God, no anchor in life, no hope of a joyful eternity. 
	For their lives to change and have hope, someone needs to tell them about Jesus, that he has come to save them, to offer forgiveness, to shine light into their darkness. Usually, pastors and evangelists do that. But it’s not just they who can share the good news of Jesus. All of us have a mouth we can use it speak the gospel.  That’s more likely to happen when we PRAY and ask God for workers. When you do, don’t be surprised if the Holy Spirit taps on your shoulder, points you to someone who needs Jesus and then puts the words in your mouth. Prayer will help to Git-R-Done.
	The second action is GO. When Jesus tells his disciples to “GO” he’s very specific about his instructions. He says, “Go nowhere among the Gentiles and enter no town of the Samaritans, but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. (Matthew 10:5-6)  I think there’s both a theological reason for this as well a practical one for the disciples to GO only to the house of Israel.  
	Theologically, the promise of the Messiah was made to Israel. One who would bless the world would come from the family of Abraham. He would be from the tribe of Judah.  He would be born into the house of David in Bethlehem. For centuries, Jewish people had prayed and waited patiently for him.  So when Jesus came, fulfilling all those promises and hopes, the good news was to be proclaimed first to Jews.  And that’s exactly to whom the twelve apostles were to go as instructed by Jesus. 
	That’s also the pattern St. Paul followed. By his day, Jews lived all over the Roman world.  They had gathered in cities and had synagogues everywhere.  As a Jewish man, and an apostle, Paul would always GO to the Jews first and speak in their synagogues or wherever else he could find them.  Some who heard the gospel would believe. And these, along with believing Gentiles, would become the nucleus of a Christian church.
	There’s another reason Jesus told his disciples to GO to the Jewish people first.  Jesus’ disciples were already familiar with the Jewish communities and the geography of the countryside.  They spoke the same language as the people. They knew the same scriptures and hoped for the same Messiah.  They were from the same culture.  So it just made sense to GO to people with whom they already had so much in common. 
	Most of us are not going to be called to GO as missionaries to foreign lands.  Recently I visited with retired missionary, Rev. Ted Kuster. He spent 12 years in Kazakhstan establishing a Lutheran seminary and gathering German Lutheran Christians into churches. Thousands of them had been driven out of Russia by the Nazi’s. Then, after the war, they had been oppressed by the communists. Pastor Kuster arrived just after the Soviet Union collapsed. Under communism, these Lutherans had no real pastors.  They were like sheep without a shepherd. They had a memory of the faith, but no guidance or clear teaching.  Pastor Kuster provided it with great dedication.  After our Synod pulled the funding, he served for another two years at his own expense. Most of us won’t have that kind of calling.
	Instead, our calling is to GO to people we know, people a lot like us, who live in our community. A kind word, a kind act to someone who’s hurting can be a beginning, an opportunity to speak of Jesus. If someone shares a problem, offer to pray with them.  If someone expresses guilt, tell them Jesus will forgive them.  If some grieves a loved one’s death, tell them Jesus gives eternal life. Don’t worry about what to speak or what to say.  The Holy Spirit will be right there with you.
	The third action is to proclaim. What are we supposed to proclaim? Here’s what Jesus tells us to proclaim, “Repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  (Matthew 4:17)  
	That’s the emphasis of Jesus himself in the gospels. The kingdom of God, the reign of God, has begun with his coming.  All the corruption and suffering and death Adam brought on the world is coming to an end because Jesus is here.  Jesus has invaded the domain of Satan and Jesus is driving him out.  Jesus is restoring God’s creation to the perfection it had before the fall. That’s the good news of the kingdom
	To make that point, Jesus performs miracle after miracle showing that Satan is on his way out.  In the gospels we see Jesus “healing every disease and every affliction.”  (Matthew 9:35) Then, Jesus sends out his  disciples to do the same things, “heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, cast out demons,” (Matthew 10:8) showing the kingdom is here.
	In the Bible, all these maladies (that’s the actual Greek word used) are the result of Adam’s fall and the collapse of our world into sin. Only an act of God could defeat Satan and break the cycle of suffering.  That act of God is the coming of Jesus Christ, his death in our place on the cross and his resurrection, all of which break the power of Satan. Soon Jesus will return to usher in the new heavens and new earth.  All who repent of sin and trust him now will have an eternal home in that wonderful place. 
	In the meantime, our job is to proclaim that the kingdom of God has arrived in Jesus, and we’re to demonstrate that to our neighbors.  How? By living out daily what Jesus has told us.  Daily, we do all we can to heal, to cleanse, to restore lives that are broken.  We become “little Christs” to our corner of the world. “Little Christ” is what “Christian” actually means.
	The final action is to give. In his instructions, Jesus says, “You received without paying; give without pay.” (Matthew 10:8) As you and I serve our neighbor in the name of Jesus, when as “little Christs” we heal, cleanse and restore, we don’t charge.  We serve freely.  In the frontier days, and in seminary today, Lutheran pastors are taught never to charge fees for “official acts.” One doesn’t do a funeral, or visit the sick, or conduct a wedding, or offer communion to someone with his hand out. Why? Because Jesus already paid for all the blessings of the kingdom of God with his own life on the cross. 
	Yes, we pay our called and trained pastors, and D.C.E.’s and missionaries and seminary professors.  St. Paul tells us not to muzzle the ox while he’s threshing, while he’s serving the church. So we pay professional church workers. But when we serve our neighbor outside the church, we do it with no financial motivation at all.  Our only motivation is the love of Jesus for that person. Freely we have received.  Freely we give back. That’s how we “Git-R-Done.”
We pray.                                                                                        [Lord, help us] lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim,      Till all the world adore his sacred name. Amen.                           (From LSB # 837, by George W. Kitchin)
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Exodus 19:2-8
2 They set out from Rephidim and came into the wilderness of Sinai, and they encamped in the wilderness. There Israel encamped before the mountain, 3 while Moses went up to God. The LORD called to him out of the mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the people of Israel: 4 ‘You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles' wings and brought you to myself. 5 Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; 6 and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words that you shall speak to the people of Israel.”
7 So Moses came and called the elders of the people and set before them all these words that the LORD had commanded him. 8 All the people answered together and said, “All that the LORD has spoken we will do.” And Moses reported the words of the people to the LORD.
Romans 5:6-15
6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— 8 but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. 10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. 11 More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.
12 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men[a] because all sinned— 13 for sin indeed was in the world before the law was given, but sin is not counted where there is no law. 14 Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning was not like the transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one who was to come.
15 But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man's trespass, much more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ abounded for many.


Matthew 9:35-10:8
35 And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction. 36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 38 therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”
10 And he called to him his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every disease and every affliction. 2 The names of the twelve apostles are these: first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus;[a] 4 Simon the Zealot,[b] and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.
5 These twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them, “Go nowhere among the Gentiles and enter no town of the Samaritans, 6 but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7 And proclaim as you go, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ 8 Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, cast out demons. You received without paying; give without pay.


