Discipleship that Transforms
The Great Commission is not so much an assignment for Evangelism as it is an assignment for Discipleship.

Three Introductory Thoughts
1. Discipleship requires an encounter that transforms.
· information without transformation is a transfer of knowledge without an encounter… it is “sterile knowledge” 
· Jesus told the Pharisees, “You search the Scriptures thinking that in them you have eternal life… but you are unwilling to come to Me so that you might have life…” (Jn.5:40)
· Is.60:1-5 
· Whatever part of God’s nature touches you (Jehovah Jireh, Jehovah Rapha, etc.), it changes your capacity to represent Him in that area
This is why, Discipleship requires an Encounter… that transforms. 
2.  You are no more transformed than your mind is renewed. 
Rm.12:2 “Don’t be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind”    
So how do you “renew” your mind?
· Josh.1:8 “This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it; for then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have success.”
· Hebrew Meditation = quietly repeat them, to turn them over and over in your mind…  while utterly abandoning outside distractions.  
· Meditation is like a prism refracting light as you turn the scriptures over and over in your mind… as you pray into the verse, Holy Spirit  gives you different perspectives… different insights… a different perceptions…which in turn, determines your reception… this is where the “renewing takes place”… so as you perceive, so you receive. 
Remember, you are no more transformed than your mind is renewed.
3.  What government is for the people, the ekklesia is for the church. 
“the word ekklesia was borrowed from the Greek and Roman empires, to refer to a secular institution… which operated in the Market place… in a governmental capacity.”  [ “The Ekklesia, rediscovering God instrument for Global Transformation” by Ed Silvoso]
· So an ekklesia is literally a gathering of ordinary people called together in one place to form a legislative body who have the authority to make legal binding decisions
· “where two or three are gathered in His name, there He is in the midst” … so that is the quorum necessary for the ekklesia to operate 
· It’s a choice from God to rest the government from heaven in the hands of 2 or 3 people, that will yield to the Spirit of God and pray in His name.. in agreement
· And Jesus said,  “Upon this rock I will build my ekklesia… my governmental representation … and the gates of hell will not prevail against them”… in other words… what they declare… it will be done… they have authority to make legally binding decisions. 
So what government is to the people, the ekklesia is to the church. 

Mk.5 – The Gadarene Demoniac
Notes:
· “right mind” = Gk. Sozo + phren = literally “saved mind”
· This kind of transformation forces a decision… it draws a line in the sand
· Demon “Legion” was probably a principality – when Jesus cast Legion out, He interrupted that legal right and agreement … by this interruption, Jesus cleared the heavens
· Jesus did not teach His disciples how to pull down principalities… He taught them how to love broken people… then through the ministry of the Spirit, bringing deliverance, healing and salvation and transformation to these broken people… and as a result, the agreement that empowers the enemy was broken.
· One man transformed, becomes a catalyst of transformation for the culture of a whole region.  

Lk.9 The Sending Out of the Disciples 2x2
Notes:
· Sends out disciples 2x2 into their hometowns… to preach, heal, deliver
· They come back with attitudes of self-preservation, competition and elitism 
· Jesus solution to this problem: He increased the number of people involved.
· Jesus took what was on the twelve… and gave it to seventy others… and as we know through the scripture… it was then to be passed on to the entire church. (Mt.28) 
· Luke 10 v17 “The seventy returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us in Your name.” And He said to them, “I was watching Satan fall from heaven like lightning…”  
· There was a disruption in the agreement that the enemy had with the lives and hearts of the people…  as a result, there was a shift in the authority that ruled the heavens
· As they went out in mass with the same purpose and understanding that our assignment is to bring the life of Christ into the brokenness of this world
· When they did that… Jesus’ testimony was, “I saw Satan fall from heaven like lightning” 
· From Lk.10 on, everything was different
· Jesus sent them out 2x2, Why?  Because we are better together
· If 2 of you agree, touching anything on earth, it will be done for you
· The government of God (ekklesia) is most clearly demonstrated in the agreement of simply 2 or 3 people… who make a point of contact through their agreement… for transformation in a given situation. 
· He tells His disciples, Pray like this… “On earth as it is in heaven…”  Mt.16, “Whatever you bind on earth shall have been bound in heaven…whatever you loose on earth shall have been loosed in heaven” 
· From the very beginning it was supposed to be That world’s reality to transform This world’s reality.  
· what you can see is temporary… it won’t last forever… but what you can’t see is eternal.
· Faith is anchored in the reality of the presence of God, the purpose of God, the voice of God… Learning how to live from His realm of dominion towards life… this is the Christian life that transforms.
Takeaway:   With these three keys we can experience a type of discipleship that brings personal & cultural transformation…  
1. governmental agreement – the simplest expression of the government of God is demonstrated in the unity and agreement of two or three people … we make this agreement to give the Spirit of God a place where He can come and transform and heal our cities… But it begins with me and you— our transformation, our renewed mind 
2. a renewed mind – a saved mind that causes us to see from heaven perspective 
3. and a healed heart …a heart that has processed their pain and can now help others process their pain.  
With these three things we can see cities transformed—not merely through attendance, but through a kind of discipleship that brings an encounter and produces transformation… transformation of the individual, transformation of culture, changing the atmosphere, and interrupting the agreement & legal right the demonic has had in brokenness… broken lives and broken communities.
“Go therefore, and make disciples of all nations…”




