Sermon

God put it on my heart to share some things from the 19th chapter of Luke’s Gospel. The particular passage covers two topics.

The first is Jesus’ interaction with a tax collector named Zacchaeus. The second topic is a parable sometimes called the parable of the ten pounds. 

It’s about a nobleman who travels to a far-off country where he expects to receive a kingdom. But, before he leaves he gives each of ten servants a pound.

Therefore, the name, the parable of the ten pounds. But, before jumping into these two stories, let’s set the context.

When Christopher Columbus was making his way to the new world, he kept two logbooks. One was for his eyes only—it had accurate information regarding the ship’s location relative to land.

The other logbook which he carried publicly and allowed others to see contained falsified information. Columbus wanted his men to believe they were closer to land than they really were.

Apparently, he felt that the morale of the crew was more important than the integrity of the captain.

In the 19th chapter of Luke’s Gospel, Jesus is traveling to Jerusalem with a large group of disciples. It was only a week or so before his crucifixion. 

To be sure this group traveling with Jesus would have included the 12 disciples who were closest to him. But, there were many more disciples who were along for the ride.

Since it was the week before Passover, it’s likely that the group of disciples traveling with Jesus may have been augmented by Jews traveling to Jerusalem for the feast.

Later in this chapter, Luke talks about a “whole multitude of disciples.”

Luke 19:37

37 And when he was come nigh, even now at the descent of the mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works that they had seen;

But, Jesus was no Christopher Columbus. Columbus hid the reality of the situation from his crew. On the contrary, Jesus tried to tell his disciples exactly what waited for him in Jerusalem.

Luke 18:31–34

31 Then he took unto him the twelve, and said unto them, Behold, we go up to Jerusalem, and all things that are written by the prophets concerning the Son of man shall be accomplished.

32 For he shall be delivered unto the Gentiles, and shall be mocked, and spitefully entreated, and spitted on:

33 And they shall scourge him, and put him to death: and the third day he shall rise again.

34 And they the disciples understood none of these things: and this saying was hid from them, neither knew they the things which were spoken.

The disciples just could not grasp what the Lord was saying. Sometimes people only hear what they want to hear and in this case what Jesus had to say was most assuredly was not what they wanted to hear.

Even though Jesus was telling them the unvarnished truth… the disciples cold not internalize it—they just could not get their heads around the fact that he was going to die.

The 19th chapter of Luke’s Gospel begins with Jesus and his disciples passing through Jericho on their way to Jerusalem. There they encounter Zacchaeus.

Luke 19:1–4

1 And Jesus entered and passed through Jericho.

2 And, behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus, which was the chief among the publicans or chief of the tax collectors, and he was rich.

Zaccheus means “righteous one,” but this supervisor of tax collectors certainly wasn’t living up to his name. 

Clearly the Jewish religious community in Jericho would not have considered him to be righteous. Not only did he take taxes from his own people, the Jews, but he was in cahoots those unclean Romans.

Publicans were notorious for collecting more taxes than required and keeping the difference for themselves. Scripture is certainly suggesting that this is how Zacchaeus became rich.

Although Zacchaeus was a renegade in the eyes of the Jews… in Jesus’ eyes, he was a precious lost sinner.

Continuing in verse 3.

3 And he Zacchaeus sought to see Jesus who he was; and could not for the press, because he was little of stature.

4 And he Zacchaeus ran before, and climbed up into a sycomore tree to see Jesus him: for he was to pass that way.

In first century Judea, it was considered undignified for a man to run, especially a wealthy government official. 

This notwithstanding, Zacchaeus ran down the street like a little boy following a parade—he even climbed a tree. Yet, Jesus said:

Luke 18:17

17 Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child shall in no wise enter therein.

Zacchaeus was becoming a bit childlike as he tried to catch a glimpse of Jesus. Returning to the 5th verse of the 19th chapter of Luke:

Luke 19:5–7

5 And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up, and saw him, and said unto him, Zacchaeus, make haste, and come down; for today I must abide at thy house.

Zacchaeus thought he was seeking Jesus… In reality, Jesus was seeking Zacchaeus. 

It is interesting that Jesus, who presumably had never met Zacchaeus, called him by name when telling him to get out of the tree.

We don’t know how God had worked in Zacchaeus’ heart to prepare him to meet Jesus. But, we can rejoice that a seeking Savior will always find a sinner who is looking for a new beginning.

Continuing in verse 6.

6 And he Zacchaeus made haste, and came down, and received him Jesus joyfully.

7 And when they saw it, they all murmured, saying, That he was gone to be guest with a man that is a sinner.

This reveals one of the major themes of Luke’s Gospel— Jesus seeks out sinners in order to save them.

But, there’s a deeper irony in the passage. The crowd labels Zacchaeus "a sinner," and they are correct—he has sinned… as have we all. 

Yet the crowd's self-righteous attitude blinds them to their own need for grace. The tragedy is that lost sinners to often measure themselves by man’s standards rather than by God’s standards. 

They think they are doing well because they have wealth, position, authority, power, and popularity. 

They have things that are esteemed among men. But, man doesn’t get to determine where the bar is… God does.

Jesus said in

Luke 16:15

15 And he said unto them, Ye are they which justify yourselves before men; but God knoweth your hearts: for that which is highly esteemed among men is abomination in the sight of God.

That which is highly esteemed among men is an abomination in the sight of God. Continuing in Luke 19:8:

Luke 19:8–10

8 And Zacchaeus stood, and said unto the Lord: Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken anything from any man by false accusation, I restore him fourfold.

9 And Jesus said unto him, This day is salvation come to this house, forsomuch as he also is a son of Abraham.

Make no mistake. Zacchaeus was unequivocally not saved because he promised to do good works—to make restitution to those from whom he had stolen. 

He was saved because he responded by faith to Christ’s gracious word to him. 

Having trusted the Savior, he then gave evidence of his faith by promising to make restitution to those he had wronged.

Saving faith is more than pious words and devout feelings. It creates a living union with Christ that results in a changed life.

James 2:18

 18 Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works.

Zacchaeus was showing his faith by his works. Returning to the 19th chapter of Luke and picking up in the 10th verse:

Luke 19:10

10 For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.

"Son of man" was Jesus' favorite title for himself. It emphasizes both his humanity and his identity as the Messiah foretold in the Old Testament.

By using this title, Jesus is declaring that the promised Messiah has come.

10 For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.

Sinners don’t automatically seek Jesus. Jesus seeks sinners. This is emphasized in the parable of the lost sheep:

Luke 15:4–7

4 What man of you, having an hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go after that which is lost, until he find it?

5 And when he hath found it, he layeth it on his shoulders, rejoicing.

6 And when he cometh home, he calleth together his friends and neighbours, saying unto them, Rejoice with me; for I have found my sheep which was lost.

7 I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons, which need no repentance.

In this parable, Jesus is the shepherd seeking his lost sheep. We, of course, are the lost sheep in need of being saved. 

The theme returns in the parable of the lost coin.

Luke 15:8–10

8 Either what woman having ten pieces of silver, if she lose one piece, doth not light a candle, and sweep the house, and seek diligently till she find it?

9 And when she hath found it, she calleth her friends and her neighbours together, saying, Rejoice with me; for I have found the piece which I had lost.

10 Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth.

Here Jesus is the woman seeking her lost coin. The lost coin represents lost sinners in need of salvation.

It is clear that Jesus seeks lost sinners. Earlier in this story, people were complaining that Jesus had gone to be the guest of a known sinner.

Jesus would have answered, “Yes… that’s exactly why I went to Zacchhaeus’ house… because he was a lost sinner. I came to earth to save lost sinners. 

Earlier in Luke’s Gospel in the 5th chapter, beginning in the 31st verse, Jesus said

Luke 5:31–32

31 And Jesus answering said unto them, They that are whole need not a physician; but they that are sick.

32 I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.

The Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost. Jesus seeks the lost. This is the first point of today’s message:

Point 1 – Jesus came to earth to seek for and to save lost sinners.

Going back to the 19th chapter of Luke in the 11th verse. This is where the parable of the ten pounds begins.

Luke 19:11

11 And as they heard these things, he Jesus added and spake a parable, because he was nigh to Jerusalem, and because they thought that the kingdom of God should immediately appear.

The crowds following Jesus believed the kingdom of God would appear immediately. They expected political revolution, military triumph, and earthly dominion.

Many of Jesus’ disciples fell into this camp—some who were very close to him felt this way. 

Jesus, of course, understood that before the kingdom of God would come in its glory… there would be suffering, rejection, death followed by resurrection and ascension.

Then would begin a long season during which Jesus’ servants would labor faithfully although they could not see him. 

In some ways this dichotomy is not surprising because, in effect, the Old Testament prophesies two Messiahs. 

Some of you may be thinking, “Pastor Doug has gone around the bend, he has run completely off rails… he thinks there are two Messiahs! What Bible has he been reading?” 

I assure you… I read the same Bible you do. So let me say that a bit differently. The Old Testament paints two contrasting pictures of the Messiah… the suffering servant… and the conquering king.

Last Sunday, in our Call to Worship, we read from one of the most vivid descriptions of the suffering servant. It’s in the 53rd chapter of Isaiah. I’ll begin with the 4th verse.

Isaiah 53:4–7 

3 He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not.

4 Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.

5 But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.

6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned everyone to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.

7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.

Now that is the definition of a suffering servant. This picture of the Messiah is reinforced in Psalm 22 which begins with words Jesus spoke from the cross. Beginning in the 1st verse of the Psalm:

Psalm 22:1–8

1 My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? why art thou so far from helping me, and from the words of my roaring?

The Messiah will be in such a bad place that he may feel that God has forsaken him.

2 O my God, I cry in the daytime, but thou hearest not; and in the night season, and am not silent.

The Messiah will cry out to God… day and night, but God doesn’t respond.

3 But thou art holy, O thou that inhabitest the praises of Israel.

4 Our fathers trusted in thee: they trusted, and thou didst deliver them.

5 They cried unto thee, and were delivered: they trusted in thee, and were not confounded.

6 But I am a worm, and no man; a reproach of men, and despised of the people.

The Messiah is depicted as being low, like a worm… despised by people.

7 All they that see me laugh me to scorn: they shoot out the lip, they shake the head, saying,

8 He trusted on the Lord that he would deliver him: let him deliver him, seeing he delighted in him.

People will say the Messiah trusted that the Lord would deliver him and yet, there he hangs on a tree. This clearly depicts the Messiah as a suffering servant. Finally, in:

Daniel 9:26

26 And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are determined.

“Messiah shall be cut off” is a prophecy that the Messiah will be killed, but not for his own sins. He will be killed for the sins of others—a clear reference to Jesus’ crucifixion. 

“The people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary” refers to the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple by the Roman armies under Titus in 70 A.D.

Again, the Messiah is clearly depicted as a suffering servant, killed for the sins of others.

I could go on and on. There are many Old Testament prophecies where the Messiah is depicted as a suffering servant. 

In stark contrast are Old Testament prophecies where the Messiah is depicted as a conquering king.

Perhaps the most familiar Scripture depicting the Messiah in this way is:

Isaiah 9:6–7

6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: (this is clearly a reference to Jesus’ birth—we often read this Scripture at Christmas) and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.

“And the government shall be upon his shoulder.” It’s not a big leap for someone hearing the Messiah described this way to conclude that the Messiah would overthrow the existing government. 

Of course, first century Jews wanted desperately to have the tyranny of the Roman government removed. Continuing in verse 7:

7 Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.

All earthly kingdoms are temporal. Only the kingdom of God lasts forever. This passage describes a Messiah who will sit on the throne of David and be a powerful ruler… a conquering king.

Psalm 72 describes the Messiah beginning in verse 5.

Psalm 72:5–11 

5 They shall fear thee as long as the sun and moon endure, throughout all generations.

Again, this verse is describing the everlasting kingdom of God.

6 He shall come down like rain upon the mown grass: as showers that water the earth.

7 In his days shall the righteous flourish; and abundance of peace so long as the moon endureth.

8 He shall have dominion also from sea to sea, and from the river unto the ends of the earth.

The Messiah will have dominion over the entire earth.

9 They that dwell in the wilderness shall bow before him; and his enemies shall lick the dust.

10 The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall bring presents: the kings of Sheba and Seba shall offer gifts.

11 Yea, all kings shall fall down before him: all nations shall serve him.

The Messiah will have unquestioned dominion over all the kingdoms of the earth… he will be a conquering king. Finally from: 

Daniel 7:13–14

13 I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him.

“The Son of man” is a clear reference to the Messiah and Jesus’ favorite title for himself.

14 And there was given him the Messiah dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.

These last three passages clearly depict a great ruler… a conquering king… a king who will supersede all existing kingdoms… a king before whom every knee shall bow… a kingdom that will last forever and not be destroyed.

But, the three passages we examined before that clearly depicted the Messiah as a suffering servant… one who would be despised… spat upon… scourged… scorned… and ultimately killed.

So, which is it? Is the Messiah going to be a suffering servant or a conquering king? If you were a first century Jew, that was a major question.

Remember the circumstances under which first century Jews lived. Judea, in which Jerusalem sits, was occupied by the Romans. 

First-century Jews lived under the authority of the Roman Empire, a foreign, occupying power that controlled their land, taxed their people, stationed soldiers in their cities, and crushed rebellion with overwhelming force.

First-century Jews longing for the day when God would send his Messiah to deliver his people. 

This political reality helps explain why many expected the Messiah to be a conquering king who would free Israel from foreign domination.

At a minimum, it’s not hard to understand why this is the Messiah for which they were hoping.

In an attempt to harmonize these seemingly disparate passages, a number of rabis came up with the so called two-Messiah solution. 

The first… Messiah ben Joseph, would suffer, be rejected and ultimately slain. 

The second… Messiah ben David, would be the conquering king who would defeat Isreal’s enemies and establish God’s kingdom.

In the first century there was great confusion around this issue. Fortunately, we have the New Testament to help us sort thing out.

There are not two Messiahs. There is one Messiah. But, the Messiah comes to earth twice. In his first incarnation, the Son of man comes as a suffering servant.

In his second coming, he will fulfill the conquering king prophecies. This is why, after his resurrection, in Luke 24:26 Jesus told his disciples:

Luke 24:26

26 Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into his glory?

Notice the order: suffering first, glory afterward. The Old Testament clearly predicts both. 

But, many first-century Jews focused primarily on the glory and kingdom passages and therefore found a crucified Messiah difficult to accept.

This is probably not surprising given the circumstances in which they found themselves. They wanted a Messiah to rescue them from Roman rule, Roman occupation, and Roman oppression.

Point 1 – Jesus came to earth to seek for and to save lost sinners.

Point 2 – In Jesus’ first incarnation, he was a suffering servant. In his second coming, he will be a conquering king.

Returning to the 19th chapter of Luke in verse 12. Jesus begins telling the parable. This is not a parable about good business practices, although it may seem that way. 

It’s a parable about the kingdom of God and the responsibility of believers while they wait for Jesus Christ’s second coming.

Luke 19:12

12 He Jesus said therefore, A certain nobleman went into a far country to receive for himself a kingdom, and to return.

In this parable, the nobleman is Jesus. The far country represents heaven to which Jesus ascended when he left earth and where he sits at the right hand of God the Father. 

The receiving of the kingdom points to Christ’s exaltation and the return of the nobleman to Jesus’ second coming.

At Jesus’ ascension, the disciples watched Jesus be taken up into heaven. Then they saw two angels that said to them in




Acts 1:11

11 Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.

Jesus’ promise that he will return is one of the great promises of Scripture and it is repeated throughout the New Testament.

In John 14:3 Jesus promises his disciples:

John 14:3

3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.

The church today lives in the time between Jesus’ ascension and his second coming. 

Jesus has gone away temporarily to prepare a place for us. 

Unfortunately, it’s easy for people to become spiritually careless and lose focus both on his imminent return and what we are charged with doing while he is gone.

In 2 Peter 3:3–4, Peter warned us: 




2 Peter 3:3–4

3 Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts,

4 And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation.

Peter then reassures us that although the wait seems long… Jesus will return. In 

2 Peter 3:8–14 

8 But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.

9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.

The Lord has made promises to us… and he will fulfill those promises.

10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.

The Lord’s return will come at a time no one expects—like a thief in the night.

11 Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness,

12 Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat?

13 Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.

14 Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless.

Peter encourages us to be diligent… be faithful… so when Christ returns we will be found in peace with him… without spot… and blameless. This is the great promise of Christ’s return.

Turning back to the parable in:

Luke 19:13

13 And he the nobleman called his ten servants, and delivered them ten pounds to them, Occupy till I come.

The word “pound” is not the British pound sterling we know. It’s the King James Version’s translation of the Greek word mina. 

A mina was equal to 100 drachmas. A drachma was the equivalent of a working man’s wage for a day. 

In today’s dollars, if we say that an average hourly worker makes $20 an hour, that would be about $160 per day and would make a pound worth about $16,000.

So a pound certainly wasn’t enough money on which to retire, but it was a significant sum of money.

The phrase, “Occupy till I come,” may sound a bit strange to us. 

The Greek word translated “occupy” in the King James Version of the Bible is pragmateuomai (prăg-mă-tū-ō-mī). It means to do business, to trade, to engage in commerce.

So, the nobleman is telling his servants to take the $16,000 he has given them and use it to do business. In other words, get me a return on my money.

The message for us is that we are not called to be idle, sitting passively waiting for heaven. We have work to do.

As Pentecostal believers, we know that we were given the Holy Spirit for empowerment not for passivity. 

The baptism in the Holy Spirit was not given merely to produce emotional experiences. It was given for empowerment.




Acts 1:8

8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.

The nobleman’s servants in the parable were told to invest the money they were given while they waited for their master to return.

The corollary for us is that we are to use the power of the Holy Spirit we have been given to witness for Christ. 

Our vision for Joy Fellowship is to reach the children of Hopewell and their families for Christ while we wait for his return. We should use the power of the Holy Spirit to do precisely that.

Returning to the parable in:

Luke 11:14–16

14 But his citizens hated him, and sent a message after him, saying, We will not have this man to reign over us.

Some citizens hated the nobleman, just as some people hate Christ and refuse to have him reign over them. They will be judged when Christ returns.
 
15 And it came to pass, that when he the nobleman was returned, having received the kingdom, then he commanded these servants to be called unto him, to whom he had given the money, that he might know how much every man had gained by trading.

The nobleman returning signifies Christ’s second coming.

This is the reckoning. The question was, did you do what I told you to do while I was gone? There will just as surely be a reckoning for us when Christ returns.

16 Then came the first, saying, Lord, thy pound hath gained ten pounds.

Just as the nobleman expected an increase, God expects us to bear fruit.

John 15:8

8 Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.

God is glorified when we bear fruit. One of the reasons Polly and I are ministering at Joy is that we want our lives to bear fruit for God.

Point 1 – Jesus came to earth to seek for and to save lost sinners.

Point 2 – In Jesus’ first incarnation, he was a suffering servant. In his second coming, he will be a conquering king.

Point 3 – While we anxiously await Christ’s return we are charged with leading people to salvation.

It’s also important to notice the humility of the first servant. He didn’t say my work has brought you ten pounds or my wise investing has brought you ten pounds. 

He said, “Thy pound has gained ten pounds.” He recognized that the source belonged to the master. 

Everything we accomplish in ministry, any fruit we bear, comes from God’s grace.

Paul wrote in:

1 Corinthians 15:10

10 But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.

We are what we are by the grace of God. Spirit filled believers should be passionate workers in the kingdom bearing much fruit through God’s grace. 

Returning to the parable in:

Luke 19:17–19 

17 And he the nobleman said unto him, Well, thou good servant: because thou hast been faithful in a very little, have thou authority over ten cities.

18 And the second came, saying, Lord, thy pound hath gained five pounds.

19 And he said likewise to him, Be thou also over five cities.

The first servant gained ten pounds. The second gained five pounds. They were both rewarded. God measures faithfulness more than comparison.

The world measures success by the results that can be seen. God measures success by obedience—doing what he calls us to do.

You have heard me say before that you never know how what God has called you to do fits into his overall plan. 

Some preach to thousands. Some faithfully and lovingly discipline children. Some labor in hidden prayer. Some minister quietly behind the scenes. Yet, God sees it all… and uses it all for his glory.

Luke 16:10

10 He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much: and he that is unjust in the least is unjust also in much.

What God has called you to do may seem like a small, relatively unimportant thing to you, but God might use it in an amazingly powerful way.

I’m reminded of the story of Edward Kimball. In the mid-1800s, Kimball was not a famous preacher, evangelist, politician, or business leader. He was simply a faithful Sunday School teacher in Boston.

One of the students in his Sunday School class was a rather disengaged teenager named Dwight, who had a part-time job in a local shoe store.

One day, Kimball felt burdened to visit Dwight. He found him stocking shoes in the back room of the store. 

He shared Christ’s love with the young man. As a result, Dwight accepted Jesus Christ as his Lord and Savior.

Kimball could not have imagined what would happen next... You see, Dwight… was actually Dwight L. Moody. 

He went on to became one of the most influential evangelists of the 19th century. D. L. Moody preached to millions of people in America and in Great Brittan.

He founded the Moody Bible Institute. Thousands came to faith in Jesus Christ because of his ministry. 

As the Ginsu knife salesman used to say in the ‘70s and ‘80s, “But wait, there’s more!”

One of the people Moody influenced was a pastor named Frederick Meyer. Meyer’s ministry later impacted a young preacher named John Wilbur Chapman.

Chapman mentored and influenced another young evangelist named Billy Sunday. Sunday's ministry inspired evangelist Mordecai Ham.

During one of Ham's revival meetings, a young man came forward and committed his life to Christ. 

That young man… was Billy Graham… Yes… the Billy Graham you know about.

Edward Kimball, a humble Sunday School teacher in Boston, could not possibly have understood how God would use the investment he made in a disengaged teenage boy to save millions.

In the same way, when God calls us to a ministry, no matter how modest we may think it is, we never know how he will use it… even if we don’t see the harvest ourselves.

Point 1 – Jesus came to earth to seek for and to save lost sinners.

Point 2 – In Jesus’ first incarnation, he was a suffering servant. In his second coming, he will be a conquering king.

Point 3 – While we anxiously await Christ’s return we are charged with leading people to salvation.

Point 4 – Faithfully do what God called you to do. No matter how small it seems, God can use your toil for powerful things.

Continuing with the parable in:

Luke 19:20–21

20 And another came, saying, Lord, behold, here is thy pound, which I have kept laid up in a napkin:

This servant did nothing. Like the others, he was told to “occupy,” to do business, to trade, to engage in commerce. 

In other words, take this money and go make me some more money. Get me a return on my investment. He did absolutely none of that.

Just last week, we had an employee who did much the same thing. His boss explicitly told him in an email she sent before she left on vacation to do something on the last day of May.

He didn’t do it. Directly disobeying what your boss tells you to do is called insubordination—to say the least, it’s not a good thing. 

Worse, when asked about it… he lied in an attempt to deflect blame from himself. The insubordinate employee is now our former employee. 

Not doing what God calls us to do is a serious thing. Too many believers maintain and persevere rather than occupy.

They attend church but never engage. They receive God’s blessings but never contribute. They consume, but never labor. Their lives bear no fruit.

They become passive Christians… a term coined by my wife when we were finding our way to a more active faith.

Continuing in verse 21. The unfaithful servant said:

21 For I feared thee, because thou art an austere man: thou takest up that thou layedst not down, and reapest that thou didst not sow.

Notice the unfaithful servant’s explanation… “I feared thee.” Fear is one of Satan’s greatest weapons against believers.

Fear keeps people from witnessing. Fear keeps people from obeying God’s call. Fear keeps believers spiritually stagnant.

2 Timothy 1:7

7 For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.

God has not given us a spirit of fear. God has given us a spirit of power and of love, and of a sound mind. 

On the night before Jesus’ crucifixion, Peter denied Jesus three times. Why?... Because he was afraid. Fear gripped him. 

On the Day of Pentecost, he preached boldly before multitudes and about 3,000 people were saved. 

What changed?... on that day, Peter had been filled with the Holy Spirit.

The Holy Spirit enables us to overcome fear. It empowers us for victorious Christian living and bold witness. 

Point 1 – Jesus came to earth to seek for and to save lost sinners.

Point 2 – In Jesus’ first incarnation, he was a suffering servant. In his second coming, he will be a conquering king.

Point 3 – While we anxiously await Christ’s return we are charged with leading people to salvation.

Point 4 – Faithfully do what God called you to do. No matter how small it seems, God can use your toil for powerful things.

Point 5 – Let the Holy Spirit empower you to overcome fear and do what God called you to do.

In conclusion, let’s return to the parable in:

Luke 19:22–27

22 And he saith unto him, Out of thine own mouth will I judge thee, thou wicked servant. Thou knewest that I was an austere man, taking up that I laid not down, and reaping that I did not sow:

23 Wherefore then gavest not thou my money into the bank, that at my coming I might have required mine own with usury?

24 And he said unto them that stood by, Take from him the pound, and give it to him that hath ten pounds.

25 (And they said unto him, Lord, he hath ten pounds.)

26 For I say unto you, That unto everyone which hath shall be given; and from him that hath not, even that he hath shall be taken away from him.

27 But those mine enemies, which would not that I should reign over them, bring hither, and slay them before me.

When the nobleman returned, there was accountability. Those who did what they were told were rewarded. 

Those who did not do what they were called to do lost what they had been given. But, those who would not allow the nobleman to reign over them were slain. 

In the same way, when Christ returns there will be accountability.

Romans 14:12

12 So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God.

2 Corinthians 5:10

10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that everyone may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.

To be sure, we are saved by grace through faith not by works lest any man should boast. 

That is undeniably and unequivocally true, but that does not mean we will not be held accountable for how we lived our lives… Scripture is clear, we most assuredly will be accountable.

Point 1 – Jesus came to earth to seek for and to save lost sinners.

Point 2 – In Jesus’ first incarnation, he was a suffering servant. In his second coming, he will be a conquering king.

Point 3 – While we anxiously await Christ’s return we are charged with leading people to salvation.

Point 4 – Faithfully do what God called you to do. No matter how small it seems, God can use your toil for powerful things.

Point 5 – Let the Holy Spirit empower you to overcome fear and do what God called you to do.

Point 6 – When Christ returns, there will be accountability—rewards for the faithful and punishment for the wicked.

Closing Prayer

Please bow your heads with me in prayer. 

Heavenly Father, we thank you and we praise you for sending Jesus Christ, your only begotten Son, to earth to seek for and to save lost sinners.

We thank you that as a suffering servant, Jesus willingly sacrifice himself for us and we look forward expectantly for his triumphant return as a conquering king.

We ask Lord that your Holy Spirit would fill us and empower us to do what you have called us to do while we await your return. 

Help us to overcome fear and lead others to your saving grace so that on the day of accountability we hear the words, “Well done good and faithful servant.”

We ask these things in Christ’s most holy name.

Those who are able, please stand as we worship our Lord.
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