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INTRODUCTION 
Moses tells the Israelites that they are called to be a priestly kingdom and a holy people. Jesus 
sends out the disciples as laborers into the harvest. In baptism we too are anointed for ministry, 
sharing God’s compassion with our needy world. From the Lord’s table we go forth to proclaim 
the good news, to heal the sick, and to share our bread with the hungry. 
 
SERVING TODAY: Presider/Preacher: Pastor Chad Huebner; Organist: George Weckman; Pianist: 
Patricia Cambridge; Asst/Lector: Pam Cochran; Livestream: Doug Debrick; Greeter: Karen 
Beverly; Ushers: John Laughlin, Wanda Weinberg;  Time with Children: Cheryl Huebner; Acolyte: 
Elizabeth; Tray Server: John Molinaro 
 
WELCOME​ ​ (PLEASE POWER OFF OR AIRPLANE MODE YOUR DEVICES) 



Here in Athens, in SE Ohio, we are occupying the traditional homeland of the Shawnee people. 
Before the Shawnee, this land was occupied by the Osage people, and by the Adena, Hopewell, 
and Fort Ancient cultures. 
 
PRELUDE​ ​  
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Salvation belongs to our God, who is seated on the throne 
and to the Lamb! 
Amen. 
 

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 

Merciful God, 
You are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. 
You lead us beside still waters. 
We thank you for the waters of creation: 
morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. 
We thank you for the waters that nourish us, the Hocking River and Dow Lake 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness 
who accompanies us on our journeys. 
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. 
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil, and our cup overflows. 
Break down barriers that divide us. 
Fill us with the breath of peace. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, 
and for making us a new creation. 
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG ​ ​ Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty (ELW 533) 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Let us pray.  

God of compassion, you have opened the way for us and brought us to yourself. Pour your 
love into our hearts, that, overflowing with joy, we may freely share the blessings of your 
realm and faithfully proclaim the good news of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
FIRST READING: Exodus 19:2-8a 
A reading from Exodus. 
2 [The Israelites] journeyed from Rephidim, entered the wilderness of Sinai, and camped in the 
wilderness; Israel camped there in front of the mountain.3 Then Moses went up to God; the LORD 
called to him from the mountain, “Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob and tell the 
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Israelites: 4 ‘You have seen what I did to the Egyptians and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and 
brought you to myself. 5 Now, therefore, if you obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall 
be my treasured possession out of all the peoples. Indeed, the whole earth is mine, 6 but you 
shall be for me a priestly kingdom and a holy nation.’ These are the words that you shall speak 
to the Israelites.”​
  7 So Moses went, summoned the elders of the people, and set before them all these words 
that the LORD had commanded him. 8a The people all answered as one, “Everything that the LORD 
has spoken we will do.” 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM: Psalm 100 
 1 Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all you lands!​
  2 Serve the LORD with gladness; come into God’s presence with a song.​
 3 Know that the LORD is God, our maker to whom we belong;​
  we are God’s people and the sheep of God’s pasture. ​
 4 Enter the gates of the LORD with thanksgiving and the courts with praise;​
  give thanks and bless God’s holy name.​
 5 Good indeed is the LORD, whose steadfast love is everlasting,​
  whose faithfulness endures from age to age.  
 
SECOND READING: Romans 5:1-8 
A reading from Romans. 
1 Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
2 through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand, and we boast in our 
hope of sharing the glory of God. 3 And not only that, but we also boast in our afflictions, 
knowing that affliction produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and character 
produces hope, 5 and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into 
our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.​
  6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Indeed, rarely 
will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone might 
actually dare to die. 8 But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ 
died for us. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL: Matthew 9:35—10:8 [9-23] 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
35 Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the 
good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness. 36 When he saw the 
crowds, he had compassion for them because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep 
without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers 
are few; 38 therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”​
  10:1 Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, 
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to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness. 2 These are the names of the 
twelve apostles: first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of 
Zebedee and his brother John; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax 
collector; James son of Alphaeus and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Cananaean and Judas Iscariot, the 
one who betrayed him.​
​
  5 These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Do not take a road leading to 
gentiles, and do not enter a Samaritan town, 6 but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel. 7 As you go, proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 8 Cure the 
sick; raise the dead; cleanse those with a skin disease; cast out demons. You received without 
payment; give without payment. [9 Take no gold, or silver, or copper in your belts, 10 no bag for 
your journey, or two tunics, or sandals, or a staff, for laborers deserve their food. 11 Whatever 
town or village you enter, find out who in it is worthy, and stay there until you leave. 12 As you 
enter the house, greet it. 13 If the house is worthy, let your peace come upon it, but if it is not 
worthy, let your peace return to you. 14 If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, 
shake off the dust from your feet as you leave that house or town. 15 Truly I tell you, it will be 
more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town.​
​
  16 “I am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves, so be wise as serpents and 
innocent as doves. 17 Beware of them, for they will hand you over to councils and flog you in 
their synagogues, 18 and you will be dragged before governors and kings because of me, as a 
testimony to them and the gentiles. 19 When they hand you over, do not worry about how you 
are to speak or what you are to say, for what you are to say will be given to you at that time, 
20 for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. 21 Sibling will 
betray sibling to death and a father his child, and children will rise against parents and have 
them put to death, 22 and you will be hated by all because of my name. But the one who 
endures to the end will be saved. 23 When they persecute you in this town, flee to the next, for 
truly I tell you, you will not have finished going through all the towns of Israel before the Son of 
Man comes.”]  
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY​ ​ Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing (ELW 807) 

 
 
CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
As we enter this Juneteenth holiday celebration week, we offer prayers for ourselves and the 

world. May those entrusted with authority in our nation support the changes needed in order 

to exercise leadership and promote healing in an authentic, responsible, and peaceful manner. 

Lord in our mercy.  Hear our prayer. 

 

May the fullness of justice and compassion be extended to the victims and families who have 

been subjected to violence, abuse, discrimination, murder, or the threat of murder. 

Lord in your mercy.  Hear our prayer. 

 

May our communities and our schools find ways to actively participate in efforts to eliminate 

violence, especially violence against black and brown people, so that this country may take the 

lead in fostering conditions for healing racial division, and to teach our students how they can 

be a part of the solution rather than a part of the problem. 

Lord in your mercy.  Hear our prayer. 

 

God, you sent Jesus to bring peace for all of humankind. Bring an end to war and conflict, bring 

hope to places devastated by destruction, and sustain those who advocate for peace. 

Lord in your mercy.  Hear our prayer. 

 

God, you pour hope and love into our hearts in times of fear and doubt. Protect those 

experiencing housing insecurity.  Uplift anyone struggling with hopelessness because of illness 

or other worries. Let us offer our prayers now, either aloud or in our hearts…. 

Lord in your mercy.  Hear our prayer. 

 

May all who gather this week to remember Juneteenth National Independence Day be able to 

freely, peaceably, and in celebration with us, remember together the commemoration on June 

19th of the end of slavery in the United States. 

Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 

 

We pray, Lord, for change.  Jesus, you revealed God through your wise words and loving deeds, 

and we encounter you still today in the faces of those whom society has pushed to the margins.  
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Guide us, through the love you revealed, to establish the justice you proclaimed, that all 

peoples might dwell in harmony and peace, united by that one love that binds us to each other 

and to you.  AMEN 

 
O Comforter, we give thanks for the lives of those who have passed away and pray for all to 
whom death draws near. Console their family and friends who mourn. Bring them peace and 
hope in the days of grief ahead. Strengthen us all with the promise of eternal life. Lord in your 
mercy, hear our prayer.  
  
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.  
 
PEACE​ ​ The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
OFFERING – THANK YOU!  YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.  
Giving is easy online through our website at https://www.clcathens.org/give​  
There you will also find instructions on how to text to give or download our church app! 
 
MUSICAL OFFERING​  
 
OFFERTORY​ ​ ​ Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
Merciful God, 
accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day 
when we will hunger and thirst no more. 
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, 
that goodness and mercy may follow us 
and bless the world you love. 
In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Amen 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 
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Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the table of new life. 
Receive the risen Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
COMMUNION​
​ ​ ​  
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Holy One, 
through this meal you have made your home among us 
and are making all things new. 
Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, 
to love our enemies, 
and to bring your healing to the nations. 
In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, 
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, 
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, 
☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG ​ ​ All People That on Earth Do Dwell (ELW 883) 

 
 
 

DISMISSAL​
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. ​
Thanks be to God.​ ​  
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