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PLENTIFUL HARVEST 

 

In today’s gospel reading, Jesus speaks of the church’s mission with images drawn from 

daily life. The harvest is already plentiful, he says, but laborers are needed for work in 

the fields of daily life. What are we to do? We are to do that to which our worship invites 

us: Let our conversation be shaped by the good news, extend Christ’s peace wherever 

we find ourselves, and share our bread with the hungry. 

 

In the gospel reading Matthew lists tasks Jesus asks of his followers as they venture into 

the surrounding villages (10:8). These tasks may sound familiar, as they are almost an 

exact reflection of Jesus’ own résumé of healing. It may seem like the apostles are being 

placed on the same level as Jesus, but we must avoid the trap of getting a savior complex. 

Jesus is still the master, and as his followers, we are his apprentices. You might compare 

this to the tradition of the Jedi in the Star Wars universe, where apprentices like Obi-

Wan Kenobi learn from masters like Qui-Gon Jinn. We could learn a lot from the 

eagerness and dedication of Jedi apprentices as we learn from Jesus, the master of and 

perfector of our faith. Even though we will forever be apprentices, that need never dull 

our excitement over learning the ways of a life of faith. 

 

This gospel is a sending story, part of the missionary discourse of Matthew, and a list of 

instructions for our work in the world. The primary objective is to heal the sick as Jesus 

has, as an act of justice and restoration. As the apostles are instructed not to take 

payment (Matt. 10:8), these are actions of service to people on the outskirts of society. 

Jesus knows the apostles will face opposition, and he tries his best to instruct them on 

how to handle it. We can apply these same warnings to our work of sharing the gospel 

in word and deed in our communities as we may face similar opposition. But Jesus 

reminds us that God speaks and acts through us as we do this important work. 
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Ministers             The People of Redeemer    
Pastor                 The Rev. Elise T. Stringer  
Parish Administrator                Mrs. Jackie Pitts 
Director of Music Ministries           Mrs. Donna Cotter  
 

Welcome to Redeemer Lutheran Church in the name of Christ our Lord.  

 
WE WARMLY WELCOME ALL WHO WORSHIP WITH US this Third Sunday after 
Pentecost. It is our hope and prayer that the God who destroyed death and made new 
life possible on this day will touch and transform your life for all the days to come. If 
you are a guest, please sign the Guest Register in the Narthex.  If you have any questions, 
our ushers will be happy to help you.  

 
IF YOU ARE SEEKING A CHURCH HOME, we invite you to consider making 
Redeemer that home. For more information about Redeemer Lutheran Church, 
becoming a member, and sharing your gifts in ministry, please speak with Pastor Elise 
or contact Jackie Pitts at (864) 877-5876.  
      
MOSES TELLS THE ISRAELITES THAT THEY ARE CALLED TO BE A PRIESTLY 

KINGDOM AND A HOLY PEOPLE. Jesus sends out the disciples as laborers into the 

harvest. In baptism we too are anointed for ministry, sharing God’s compassion with 

our needy world. From the Lord’s table we go forth to proclaim the good news, to heal 

the sick, and to share our bread with the hungry. 
 

 

 

 

WE ENTER THIS SANCTUARY WITH REVERENCE FOR GOD  
AND RESPECT FOR THOSE WHO MAY BE IN PRAYER.  

PLEASE SILENCE ALL ELECTRONIC DEVICES.  
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PRELUDE                                                                                            Donna Cotter, Organist 
 

 

The prelude is a time for QUIET reflection and prayer. 
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS OF THE DAY 

 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the People of God.  

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS       
 
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at Baptism. 
 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
Most merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and 
by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 

name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 



5 

 

GATHERING HYMN                                       GOD IS HERE                                                      ELW #526 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 

KYRIE                                                                                                                            ELW p. 203 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE                                                                                             ELW p. 204 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray: God of compassion, you have opened the way for us and brought us to 
yourself. Pour your love into our hearts, that, overflowing with joy, we may freely share 
the blessings of your realm and faithfully proclaim the good news of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

We Sit 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON                             Pastor Elise Stringer 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING:   Exodus 19:2-8a 
At Sinai God assured Israel, “You shall be my treasured possession,” and commissioned them to serve as 
mediating priests for the nations. The people commit themselves completely to God’s will. (not read aloud) 
 

A reading from Exodus Chapter 19: 
 

2 [The Israelites] journeyed from Rephidim, entered the wilderness of Sinai, and 
camped in the wilderness; Israel camped there in front of the mountain.3 Then Moses 
went up to God; the LORD called to him from the mountain, “Thus you shall say to the 
house of Jacob and tell the Israelites: 4 ‘You have seen what I did to the Egyptians and 
how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. 5 Now, therefore, if you 
obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession out of all 
the peoples. Indeed, the whole earth is mine, 6 but you shall be for me a priestly kingdom 
and a holy nation.’ These are the words that you shall speak to the Israelites.” 
 ??7 So Moses went, summoned the elders of the people, and set before them all these 
words that the LORD had commanded him. 8a The people all answered as one, 
“Everything that the LORD has spoken we will do.” 
 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

 

PSALM: Psalm 100 
We are God’s people and the sheep of God’s pasture. (Ps. 100:3) 
 

1 Make a joyful noise to the LORD, | all you lands! 
  2 Serve the LORD with gladness; come into God’s presence | with a song. 
3 Know that the LORD is God, our maker to whom | we belong; 
  we are God’s people and the sheep | of God’s pasture.  
 4 Enter the gates of the LORD with thanksgiving and the | courts with praise; 
  give thanks and bless God’s | holy name. 
 5 Good indeed is the LORD, whose steadfast love is | everlasting, 
  whose faithfulness endures from | age to age.  
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SECOND READING: Romans 5:1-8 
We are no longer God’s enemies but have peace with God because we were brought into a right relationship 
with God through Christ’s death. (not read aloud) 
 

A reading from Romans Chapter 5: 
 

1 Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, 2 through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand, and 
we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. 3 And not only that, but we also boast 
in our afflictions, knowing that affliction produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces 
character, and character produces hope, 5 and hope does not put us to shame, because 
God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given 
to us. 6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the 
ungodly. 7 Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a 
good person someone might actually dare to die. 8 But God proves his love for us in that 
while we still were sinners Christ died for us. 
 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                         ELW #205 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 9:35—10:8 [9-23] 
The mission of Jesus’ followers is to continue the mission of Jesus himself. Here, he instructs his first disciples as 
to how they might proclaim the gospel through their words and deeds. 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 9th Chapter. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

35 Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and 
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every 
sickness. 36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them because they were 
harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 
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 37 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are 
few; 38 therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his 
harvest.”10:1 Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over 
unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness. 2 These 
are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother 
Andrew; James son of Zebedee and his brother John; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas 
and Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the 
Cananaean and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him. 
  5 These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Do not take a road 
leading to gentiles, and do not enter a Samaritan town, 6 but go rather to the lost sheep 
of the house of Israel. 7 As you go, proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven has 
come near.’ 8 Cure the sick; raise the dead; cleanse those with a skin disease; cast out 
demons. You received without payment; give without payment. [9 Take no gold, or 
silver, or copper in your belts, 10 no bag for your journey, or two tunics, or sandals, or a 
staff, for laborers deserve their food. 11 Whatever town or village you enter, find out who 
in it is worthy, and stay there until you leave. 12 As you enter the house, greet it. 13 If the 
house is worthy, let your peace come upon it, but if it is not worthy, let your peace return 
to you. 14 If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, shake off the dust from 
your feet as you leave that house or town. 15 Truly I tell you, it will be more tolerable for 
the land of Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town. 
  16 “I am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves, so be wise as serpents 
and innocent as doves. 17 Beware of them, for they will hand you over to councils and 
flog you in their synagogues, 18 and you will be dragged before governors and kings 
because of me, as a testimony to them and the gentiles. 19 When they hand you over, do 
not worry about how you are to speak or what you are to say, for what you are to say 
will be given to you at that time, 20 for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your 
Father speaking through you. 21 Sibling will betray sibling to death and a father his child, 
and children will rise against parents and have them put to death, 22 and you will be 
hated by all because of my name. But the one who endures to the end will be saved. 
 

23 When they persecute you in this town, flee to the next, for truly I tell you, you 
will not have finished going through all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man 
comes.”] 

 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
THE SERMON                                             Rev. Elise Stringer 
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HYMN OF THE DAY     LORD, YOU GIVE THE GREAT COMMISSION          ELW #579 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

Let us confess our faith with the words of the Apostles’ Creed: 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Offered by the Assisting Minister  
 

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of the 
world. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
God of creation, you call all the earth to make a joyful noise to you. Let us join the chorus 
of the natural world in proclaiming your glory. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 
God of the nations, you sent Jesus as peace for all of humankind. Bring an end to war 
and conflict, bring hope to places devastated by destruction, and sustain those who 
advocate for peace. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
God of grace, you pour hope and love into our hearts in times of shame and doubt. 
Protect those experiencing housing insecurity.  
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Uplift anyone struggling with hopelessness, illness, or other worries especially those on 
our prayer board and those we name before you now. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 
God of all, you call your children to serve in a plentiful harvest. Give us the wisdom to 
know how best to serve our local community and our neighbors. God of grace, hear our 
prayer. 
 
God of faith, we give thanks for the saints who earnestly seek you. Guide us as we seek 
to follow those who have led your church. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken prayers to 
you, O God, through Jesus our Savior. 
 
Amen. 
 
PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 
 

We share a sign of peace with others as we are comfortable. We sit. 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

   
MUSICAL OFFERING                                                                     Donna Cotter, Organist 
 
OFFERING HYMN 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER  
Offered by the Assisting minister and congregation.  

 
Let us pray: Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take 
heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your 
abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now 
and forever. Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Presiding Minister greets the congregation and invites all present to give thanks. 

 

The Lord be with you.                                     And also with you.  
 

Lift up your hearts.         We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.      It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God. 
You reveal your glory 
as the glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit: 
equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God, 
ever to be adored in your eternal glory. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                       ELW #207 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 
With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s Passover  
from death to life, as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! Amen. 
 

COMMUNION HYMN:                LAMB OF GOD                          ELW p. 208 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HYMNS DURING COMMUNION    
Congregation is encouraged to sing. 

 
GOD’S WORK OUR HANDS                                                              ACS #1000 
 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING   
Please stand. 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION   
Offered by Assisting Minister. 

 
Let us pray:  Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are 
filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen. 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
BLESSING 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
  
REDEEMER’S MISSION  
 
Redeemer's Mission is: A lifelong family ministry of God’s love! 
  
SENDING HYMN                 I LOVE TO TELL THE STORY                                  ELW #661 

(printed on next page) 

 
DISMISSAL    
Offered by Assisting Minister. 

 
Heaven has come near. Go, share the Good News! Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                                 Donna Cotter, Organist 
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Serving Today 
Ushers:    John and Sharon Fouke 
Greeters:    Sonny Lybrand and Chuck Pegram 
Assisting Minister:  David Henderson 
Lector 1:    Michelle Meloon 
Lector 2:    Cecilia Robbins 
Acolyte:    Colin Felicia 
Crucifer:    Jones Stringer 
Cantor:    Kyle Henderson 
Counters:    Sonny Lybrand, Brenda Van Putten, and Aaron Cornwell 
Altar Guild:    Marilyn Barr 
Flowers:    Given by John and Gayle Gremillion in honor of their  
                                         son’s wedding 
Sheepdog:    Sonny Lybrand, Michael Lybrand, and Phil Rhoads 
Nursery:    Kaci Cotter and Hannah Hester 

Serving Next Week –June 21, 2026 
Ushers:    Gordon Johnson and Aaron Cornwell 
Greeters:    Phil and Debbie Rhoads 
Assisting Minister:  Al Ludwigson 
Lector 1:    Alan Blake 
Lector 2:    Phil Rhoads 
Acolyte:    Henry Cotter 
Crucifer:    Cooper Jackson 
Cantor:    Chuck Pegram 
Counters:    Chuck Pegram and Courtney Childers 
Altar Guild:    Brenda Van Putten 
Flowers:    Given by Jeri Kleckley in honor of Father’s Day and in honor  
                                         my husband, Sam Kleckley and our son, Sam E. Kleckley. 
Sheepdog:    BJ King, Beto Damien, and JJ Johnson 
Nursery:    Chrissy Bristow and Aurie Dill 

NOTES 
 
  
 
 


