To pass the torch, we need to invite but not manipulate.
Elijah invited Elisha to follow him, but he did not pressure or manipulate him.
· What is the difference between inviting and manipulating?
· Who might God be calling you to invite into ministry, service, or discipleship?

To receive the torch, we need to have the heart of a volunteer.
Read:  John 10:17-18 – Jesus willingly laid down His life for us.
· What does Jesus teach us about voluntary service?
· Where are you currently serving others?

To pass and receive the torch, we need to celebrate.
Read:  1 Kings 19:21 – Elisha celebrated God’s call with a feast.
· Why do celebrations matter in the life of faith?
· What are practical ways we can celebrate growth, service, and obedience?

To pass the torch, we need to invest our lives.  
To receive the torch, we need to have a teachable spirit.
Elijah invested in Elisha.  Elisha willingly served and learned.
· Who has invested in your life?
· Who are you intentionally investing in?
· What qualities make someone teachable?

To pass and receive the torch, we need to develop unshakable loyalty.
Read:  2 Kings 2:9 – Before Elijah departed, he asked, “What can I do for you?”
· Why is this such a powerful leadership question?
· How would your relationships change if you asked this more often?
· Who needs to hear that question from you this week?

[bookmark: _GoBack]Receiving the Torch 
Who passed the flame of faith to me?... How can I thank or honor them?...
What lessons from them should I continue carrying forward?

Passing the Torch
Who am I praying for?... Who am I encouraging?... Who am I coaching or mentoring?... Who is God calling me to invest in?

Pray with and for one another in your small group, focusing on how you can implement the outreach strategy of Prayer—Care–Share this week.  Who is your One? Pray that Focus Church will reach the lost in our community as together we strive and thrive to know Christ and make Him known. 

What is the main thing that God has impressed upon you today?
What are you going to do about it? 
Remember:  The smallest obedient act is better than the greatest intention.







Welcome to Focus Church—a Christ-centered community learning to follow Jesus with purpose and passion.  Our mission is to know Christ and make Him known – to follow Jesus fully through biblical teaching, authentic relationships, joyful worship, and compassionate service. Wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome here.

Guests:  Please complete a “Connect Card” and pick up a blue gift bag as our “thank you” for being with us today.
 
Sunday, June 7
9am – Adult Sunday School – a study in Matthew’s Gospel
10am – Worship Celebration

Church Office & Mailing Address
10475 Crosspoint Blvd Ste 250
Indianapolis, IN 46256-3387
317-813-5996   https://www.myfocuschurch.com/

Would you like to experience and enjoy peace with God and share His peace with others? Go to peacewithgod.net to learn more.


TODAY’S MESSAGE, JUNE 7, 2026
SERIES: For Such A Time As This
“When It’s Time To Pass The Torch”
Brian Boone, Lead Pastor

We are ____________________ of the torch.
We are ____________________ of the flame.

What is at risk? ______________________________________________

Will somebody _____________________________________?
Will somebody _____________________________________?


Receiving & Giving a Spiritual Legacy

People who have passed the torch of faith on to me:________________
____________________________________________________________

People to whom God wants me to pass the flame:__________________
____________________________________________________________


Observations from the Experience of Elijah and Elisha

1 Kings 19:15-21; 2 Kings 2:1-15; 2 Kings 4:1-7; 2 Kings 5:1-15; 2 Kings 6:8-23

To pass the torch… we need a __________ and _______________ heart.

To receive the torch… we need to ____________________ and _____________________

To pass the torch… we need to ____________ but not _______________

To receive the torch… we need to have the ________________________
___________________

To pass and receive the torch… we need to _______________________

To pass the torch… we need to _________________________________

To receive the torch… we need to have a _________________________

To pass and receive the torch… we need to _______________________
___________________________


My response to today’s message

Information without application falls short of God’s best for us.  He wants us to apply what we learn so that we will change and grow, becoming more like Christ.  The following questions are for personal and group study.

Read:  1 Kings 19:15-21; 2 Kings 2:1-15; 2 Kings 4:1-7; 2 Kings 5:1-15; 2 Kings 6:8-23

THE BIG IDEA
Every follower of Jesus is where they are today because someone passed the torch of faith to them.  God calls each of us to be bearers of the torch, keepers of the flame, and passers of the faith to the next generation.
· Will you guard the flame and pass the torch?

OPENING DISCUSSION
· Who is someone who had a significant spiritual influence on your life?
· What is something valuable that has been passed down to you by another person?
· If you could pass one lesson, value, or truth to the next generation, what would it be?

RECEIVING AND GIVING A SPIRITUAL LEGACY

People who passed the torch of faith to me: __________________________
____________________________________________________________

People to whom God may be calling me to pass the torch: _______________
____________________________________________________________

To pass the torch, we need a bold and humble heart.
Read:  1 Kings 19:15-16 – God instructed Elijah to appoint his successor, Elisha.
· Why can it be difficult to prepare someone else to take our place?
· What does Elijah’s response teach us about humility?

To receive the torch, we need to take risks and count the cost.
Read:  1 Kings 19:19-21 – Elisha walked away from comfort, security, and wealth in order to follow God’s call.
· What stands out to you about Elisha’s response?
· What sacrifices might God ask believers to make today?
· What might God be asking you to leave behind in order to follow Him more fully?
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