
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, June 14, 2026 

 

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

300 Queen Street 

Northumberland, PA  17857 

570-473-3770 

sjelc300@ptd.net 



 

WELCOME 

 

GATHERING 

 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, whose compassion endures 

forever. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin to God. 

 

Compassionate God, we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is 

heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to 

you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in 

your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, 

Amen. 

 

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy 

burdens, and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and 

Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. 

Amen. 

 

GATHERING SONG      

                           Spread, Oh, Spread Almighty Word              ELW 663           

    

GREETING 

  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

And also with you. 



 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

God of compassion, you have opened the way for us and brought us to 

yourself. Pour your love into our hearts, that, overflowing with joy, we 

may freely share the blessings of your realm and faithfully proclaim the 

good news of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

PSALM 100                                                               read responsively 

REFRAIN:   We are God’s people and the sheep of God’s 

pasture. (Ps. 100:3) 

 1 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, | all you lands! 

 2 Serve the Lord with gladness; come into God’s presence | with a 

song. 

 3 Know that the Lord is God, our maker to whom | we belong; we are 

God’s people and the sheep | of God’s pasture. R 

 4 Enter the gates of the Lord with thanksgiving and the | courts with 

praise; give thanks and bless God’s | holy name. 

 5 Good indeed is the Lord, whose steadfast love is | everlasting, whose 

faithfulness endures from | age to age. R 

SECOND LESSON                                                    Romans 5:1-8 

We are no longer God’s enemies but have peace with God because we 

were brought into a right relationship with God through Christ’s death. 

1 Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have obtained access to this grace in 

which we stand, and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of 

God. 3 And not only that, but we also boast in our afflictions, knowing that 

affliction produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and 

character produces hope, 5 and hope does not put us to shame, because 

God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that 



has been given to us.   6 For while we were still weak, at the right time 

Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous 

person—though perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to 

die. 8 But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners 

Christ died for us. 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

Alleluia. The kingdom of God | has come near;* repent, and believe 

in | the good news. Alleluia. (Mark 1:15) 

 

GOSPEL                                                        Matthew 9:35—10:8 [9-23] 

 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord.     

 

The mission of Jesus’ followers is to continue the mission of Jesus himself. 

Here, he instructs his first disciples as to how they might proclaim the 

gospel through their words and deeds.  

 
35 Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues 

and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease 

and every sickness. 36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for 

them because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a 

shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the 

laborers are few; 38 therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out 

laborers into his harvest.”   10:1 Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples 

and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure 

every disease and every sickness. 2 These are the names of the twelve 

apostles: first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James 

son of Zebedee and his brother John; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas 

and Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus and 



Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Cananaean and Judas Iscariot, the one who 

betrayed him.  5 These twelve Jesus sent out with the following 

instructions: “Do not take a road leading to gentiles, and do not enter a 

Samaritan town, 6 but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7 As 

you go, proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven has come 

near.’ 8 Cure the sick; raise the dead; cleanse those with a skin disease; 

cast out demons. You received without payment; give without payment. 

[9 Take no gold, or silver, or copper in your belts, 10 no bag for your 

journey, or two tunics, or sandals, or a staff, for laborers deserve their 

food. 11 Whatever town or village you enter, find out who in it is worthy, 

and stay there until you leave. 12 As you enter the house, greet it. 13 If the 

house is worthy, let your peace come upon it, but if it is not worthy, let 

your peace return to you. 14 If anyone will not welcome you or listen to 

your words, shake off the dust from your feet as you leave that house or 

town. 15 Truly I tell you, it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom 

and Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town.  16 “I am sending 

you out like sheep into the midst of wolves, so be wise as serpents and 

innocent as doves. 17 Beware of them, for they will hand you over to 

councils and flog you in their synagogues, 18 and you will be dragged 

before governors and kings because of me, as a testimony to them and the 

gentiles. 19 When they hand you over, do not worry about how you are to 

speak or what you are to say, for what you are to say will be given to you 

at that time, 20 for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father 

speaking through you. 21 Sibling will betray sibling to death and a father 

his child, and children will rise against parents and have them put to 

death, 22 and you will be hated by all because of my name. But the one 

who endures to the end will be saved. 23 When they persecute you in this 

town, flee to the next, for truly I tell you, you will not have finished going 

through all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes.”] 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.     

 

TIME WITH THE CHILDREN 
 



 

SERMON  
 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY        God’s Work, Our Hands        ACS 1000 

   

APOSTLES CREED                       
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to 

the dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge 

the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 

church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the 

needs of the world. 

A brief silence. 

 

God of freedom, you ransomed Israel from slavery to be a holy people. As 

we observe Juneteenth this coming week, free us also to be a people who 

proclaim your liberating love. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

God of creation, you call all the earth to make a joyful noise to you. Let us 

join the chorus of the natural world in proclaiming your glory. God of 

grace, hear our prayer.    

 

God of the nations, you sent Jesus as peace for all of humankind. Bring an 

end to war and conflict, bring hope to places devasted by destruction 

(especially), and sustain those who advocate for peace. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 



 

 

God of grace, you pour hope and love into our hearts in times of shame 

and doubt. Protect those experiencing housing insecurity. Uplift anyone 

struggling with hopelessness, illness, or other worries (especially). God of 

grace, hear our prayer. 

 

God of all, you call your children to serve in a plentiful harvest. Give us 

the wisdom to know how best to serve our local community and our 

neighbors. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for the staff of Camp Mount Luther as it gathers for the summer 

camping season. Grant each staff member your Holy Spirit that the 

mission of your church may be edified in their work. Bless them as they 

minister to children and each other. Accompany the campers who go to 

the camp and the day campers in local congregations. Make yourself 

known, Lord, and give them wisdom as your grace abounds. Strengthen 

them in their faith practices.  God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

God of faith, we give thanks for (Macrina, Basil the Great, Gregory of 

Nyssa, Gregory of Nazianzus, and all) the saints who earnestly seek you. 

Guide us as we seek to follow those who have led your church. God of 

grace, hear our prayer. 

 

Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and 

unspoken prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE  

 

The peace of Christ be with you always.      And also with you.  
 

                  You may share a sign of peace with your neighbor.  

MEAL 
 

 



OFFERING 

 

Thank you for your continued support with your offering.  Offering may be 

placed in the offering plate on the table in the rear of the sanctuary, by 

mail or our on-line giving.   

   

OFFERTORY HYMN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

 

Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take 

heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste 

your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit 

abiding with us now and forever.  Amen. 



 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

DIALOGUE  

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE  

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the 

grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting 

life.   And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and 

the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY     

  

                                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the 

sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the 

cross, opened his arms to all. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is 

my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 

for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of 

me. 

 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await 

his coming in glory. Pour out your Holy Spirit, that by this Holy 

Communion we may know the unity we share with all your people 

in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 

Amen 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  

 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 



Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  

us from evil.   For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

 

Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! 

 

The assembly may be seated. Communion will be served at the altar rail.   

Wine or grape juice is available. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

 

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are 

filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this 

holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING 

 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

BLESSING 

 

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you 

today and always. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG                I Love to Tell the Story        ELW 661   



                        

DISMISSAL  

 

We go now to be a light in our community, to make Christ known to all 

through nourishing, serving, and faith.  Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 

Pastor       Director of Music 

Rev. Karla S. Leiby     William Jacavage 

 

Greeter       Lector  

Trudy Baker      Mike Erdley 

 

Acolyte       Communion Assistant 

Cameron Lehman     Pat Propst 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

All women are invited to attend. WELCA will be having their summer 

picnic on Monday, June 22, 6:00 p.m. here at the church due to road 

construction/traffic.  Join us for a time of fellowship, friendship and food.    

Hamburg BBQ will be provided, let Brenda Herbert know if you plan to 

attend.  Please bring a dish to share. 

 

This month’s Special Pink Envelope is designated for Camp Dost. 

Camp Dost is held at Camp Victory, a special needs camping facility, 

located in Millville, PA. The program gives pediatric cancer patients the 

opportunity to enjoy a summer camp experience without worrying about 

medical care.   



 

The Noisy Coin/Quiet Cash collection April through June is designated to 

K9 Hero to Haven in Danville, for rehoming service dogs. 

 

VBS – Rainforest Café wish list and craft wish list is located on the table 

in the rear of the sanctuary.  If you would like to donate anything from the 

list, please call the church office by July 5th. 

 

Registration is still open for all programs this summer at Camp Mount 

Luther at www.campmountluther.org! Have a great summer, growing in 

faith and God’s grace! 

 

PRAYERS:  Pastor Gary Schaffer; Len Zboray; Becky Weller, Marty 

Rafter; Betty Strawser 

 

HOMEBOUND and CONTINUED PRAYERS: Barb Eisley; Jason 

Gulden; Helen Snyder; June Diehl; Nevin Brungard; Elaine Kohl; Nancy 

Hendricks; Betty Yerg; Jane Ressler; Bill Wagner; David Bartholomew; 

Marti Row 

 

 
 

 

 

https://us.list-manage.com/KB48U0T8DCa?e=d9d57ce62c&c2id=aab77f11a871af1c598186e8321fc82d
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/File/Download?atomCode=HC5G006a_m


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


