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WELCOME TO ST. STEPHEN'S!

A nursery is provided for children through age 4 for both worship services and for infants and
toddlers during Sunday School. The nursery is located at the end of the hall on the right side.

Children’s bags can be found in the “Kid’s Corner” of the narthex.
Restroom facilities are located down the hall on the left side.

First Aid, Emergency Equipment, and a wheelchair are located down the hall on the right by
the stairwell.

If for any reason you must leave the sanctuary, the service is live streamed in the Agape
Sunday School classroom. Any usher will be glad to direct you.

Sunday school classes are provided for 2 year olds through adults.

Listening devices and larger print bulletins are located in the narthex.
Ushers are also available to assist you.

If you are a visitor feel free to sign-in using the QR code. Here’s how it works:
Point your camera at the image, tap the link that appears on your screen, and
share whatever information you desire. Thank you! Hope to see you again soon!

Dfecakzi s

GREETING, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND PEACE
PRELUDE “Abide with Me” Johann S. Bach
(We Stand)

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, full of compassion and
mercy, abounding in steadfast love.

Amen.

Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin against God and one another.

Eternal God our creator,

in you we live and move and have our being. Look upon us, your children, the work of
your hands. Forgive us all our offenses, and cleanse us from proud thoughts and empty
desires. By your grace draw us near to you, our refuge and our strength; through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. God’s
love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit given to us. In the mercy of
almighty God, Christ died for us while we still were sinners; and for his sake, God + forgives you
all your sins.

Amen.




GATHERING HYMN

“Come, Thou Almighty King” ELW 408
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be

with you always.
And also with you.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s peo -ple on earth.
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THE SALUTATION
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
(We Sit)

FIRST READING Exodus 19:2-8a

?[The Israelites] had journeyed from Rephidim, entered the wilderness of Sinai, and camped in
the wilderness; Israel camped there in front of the mountain.®Then Moses went up to God; the
LoRbD called to him from the mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and
tell the Israelites: “You have seen what | did to the Egyptians, and how | bore you on eagles’
wings and brought you to myself. °Now therefore, if you obey my voice and keep my covenant,
Xou shall be my treasured possession out of all the peoples. Indeed, the whole earth is mine,
but you shall be for me a priestly kingdom and a holy nation. These are the words that you shall
speak to the Israelites.”

"So Moses came, summoned the elders of the people, and set before them all these words
that the LoRD had commanded him. ®¥The people all answered as one: “Everything that the
LorD has spoken we will do.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 100
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We are God’s peo - ple and the sheep of God’s pas-ture.
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'Make a joyful noise to the LORD, | all you lands!
?Serve the LORD with gladness; come into God’s presence | with a song.
*Know that the LoORD is God, our maker to whom | we belong;
we are God’s people and the sheep | of God’s pasture. R
“Enter the gates of the LORD with thanksgiving and the | courts with praise;
give thanks and bless God’s | holy name.
°Good indeed is the LORD, whose steadfast love is | everlasting,
whose faithfulness endures from | age to age. R



SECOND READING Romans 5:1-8

'Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, “through
whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of
sharing the glory of God. *And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that
suffering produces endurance, “and endurance produces character, and character produces
hope, ®and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.

®For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. “Indeed, rarely will
anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone might actually
dare to die. ®But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(We Stand)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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THE HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 9:35--10:8 [9-23]

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the 9th and 10th chapters.
Glory to you, O Lord.

% Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming the
good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every sickness. **When he saw the
crowds, he had comgassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep
without a shepherd. *'Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are
few; *®therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”

1%1Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to
cast them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness. ’These are the names of the
twelve apostles: first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of
Zebedee, and his brother John; *Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax
collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; “Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot,
the one who betrayed him.

*These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Go nowhere among the
Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans, but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of
Israel. "As you go, proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ ®Cure the
sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. You received without payment; give
without payment. [*Take no gold, or silver, or copper in your belts, '°no bag for your journey, or
two tunics, or sandals, or a staff: for laborers deserve their food. ''Whatever town or village you
enter, find out who in it is worthy, and stay there until you leave. 2As you enter the house, greet
it. "*If the house is worthy, let your peace come upon it; but if it is not worthy, let your peace
return to you. "If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, shake off the dust from
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your feet as you leave that house or town. "°Truly | tell you, it will be more tolerable for the land
of Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town.

“See, | am sendlng you out like sheep into the midst of wolves; so be wise as serpents and
innocent as doves "Beware of them, for they will hand you over to councils and flog you in their
synagogues; '®and you will be dragged before governors and kings because of me, as a
testimony to them and the Gentiles. "*When they hand you over, do not worry about how you
are to speak or what you are to say; for what you are to say will be given to you at that time;
Dfor it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. #'Brother will
betray brother to death and a father his child, and children will rise against parents and have
them put to death; ?and ou will be hated by all because of my name. But the one who endures
to the end will be saved. “*When they persecute you in one town, flee to the next; for truly | tell
you, you will not have gone through all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes.”]

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

(We Sit)

CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Ralph
SERMON Pastor Ralph
(We Stand)

HYMN OF THE DAY "Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak” ELW 676
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THE APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL
(We Sit)

OFFERING

God calls us to be generous stewards for the sake of our ministry near and far.
You can support our ministry by putting your offering in the offering plate,
mailing it to the church, giving online (sslc.org or use the QR Code) or through
the Givelify app. If you would like more details on direct deposit giving please
contact our Parish Administrator, Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, at (803) 359-6562.

Voluntary “Andante in A” Adolf Hesse
(We Stand)
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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THE PREFACE
THE SANCTUS
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

(We Sit)
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THE AGNUS DEI
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.

RECEPTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
hrist welcomes you to this Holy Meal of the Baptized! We receive communion this morning
at the center aisle. Communion will be brought to the front rows for those who wish to
remain seated. Children who commune should be assisted by adults near them. Those unable
to partake of wine or wheaten bread are assured of our Lord's presence in, with, and under each
element alone. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.

Communion Music “Prelude in C” David N. Johnson

The Congregation is encouraged to participate in the following Communion Hymn.
The hymn can be found in the back portion of the LBW (Green) Hymnal in your pew rack.

Communion Hymn “I Love to Tell the Story” LBW 390
(We Stand)

BLESSING OF THE COMMUNICANTS
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

BENEDICTION

May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine, grant
you the gifts of faith and hope, and almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now
and forever.

Amen.
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SENDING HYMN “‘Rise Up, O Saints of God!” ELW 669
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2 Speak out, O saints of God! De - spair en - gulfs earth’s frame;
3 Rise up, O saints of God! The king-dom’s task em - brace;
4 Give heed, O saints of God! Cre - a - tion cries in pain;
5 Com-mit your hearts to  seek the  paths which Christ has trod;
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as heirs of God’s bap - tis - mal grace, the  word of hope pro -claim.
re - dress sin’s cru - el con - se-quence; give jus - tice larg - er place.

stretch forth your hand of heal-ing now, with love the weak sus - tain.
and, quick-ened by the Spir-it’s pow'r, rise up, O saints of God!
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE “l Sing the Almighty Power of God” David Lowe
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ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God by Bubba and Judy Hope.

SERVING TODAY:
Ushers: (8:30) Reuben Eargle, Sandy Shealy, Jim Nantz, Daryl Hooker, and Rick Loging;
(11:00) Otis Rawl, G Kolb, Mike Burgess, Myra Strock, Roy Windham,
and George Mathias

Cantor: Shawn Lackey

Greeters: (8:30) Bill and Jerrie Galardi (11:00) Christie Addy

Readers: (8:30) Anna Browder; (11:00) Ray Smith

Communion Assistants: (8:30) Ann Clark; (11:00) Jamie Early

Replenishers: (8:30) Marian Fowler; (11:00) Cathy Mathias

Order of St. Stephen’s: (8:30) [A] Shannon Burnett [C] Luke Wenzel;
(11:00) [A] Eli Maxheimer [C] Shannon Burnett

The Church Staff Website: www.sslc.org

The Rev. Jason T. Antley The Rev. Ralph G. Hill

Mrs. Shannon Burnett, Director of Family Life ~ Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, Parish Administrator

Ms. Susan Wilson, Director of Music/Organist  Mrs. Julie Tworzyanski, Preschool Director
Mrs. Sylvia Looney, Organist Emeritus

Summer Sunday School Information:

Locations for Adult Classes

Agape Adult Class
Room #102 (Closest to Narthex)
Saints & Sinners with PJ and PR
Room #203 (Large Upstairs Room)

If you are interested in beginning
a new Sunday School class
please contact Mrs. Shannon.

If you are not receiving the weekly announcements and monthly newsletter via email
and would like to receive them, please email Shannon (Shannon@sslc.org) so she
can add you to the distribution list.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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