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This We Believe, Part 16: (Letting Go of) The Unpreparedness to Continue, 1 John 5: 9-13

INTRODUCTION:  Today we continue our series dealing with two things that shape the entire Christian life:  What we believe… and what we leave (let go of). Today’s statement from the Apostles’ Creed is:  “I believe in the Life Everlasting,” which means we let go of thinking this life is all there I;, and as we trust in Christ we know that we have everlasting life and will continue believing in His name.

1.  THE AUTHORITATIVE WITNESS 
“If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater; for this is the witness of God which He has testified of His Son.” 
	                 									1 John 5:9

· We Believe Men – Psalm 118:8, Jeremiah 17:5
· The Better Martyr (Witness) – Proverbs 3: 5-6
· The Biblical Message – 2 Timothy 3:16, John 17:17

2. THE ACCEPTED WORD 
“And this is the testimony: that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.”
                 										1 John 5: 11-12

· Everlasting Life in Christ – John 10:27-28, 11: 25-26
· The Exemption Clause – John 3: 16-18
· Explanation to Convince – John 5:24

3.  THE APPROPRIATE WORK
“These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life, and that you may continue to believe in the name of the Son of God.”
											1 John 5:13
· Continuing Faith – Isaiah 40:31, Phil. 1:3-6
· Critical Functioning – 1 Corinthians 15: 56-58
· Commanding Focus – Hebrews 12:1-2a, Col. 3:2

CONCLUSION
Today we confess with the Apostles' Creed, "I believe in the life everlasting." So the question is not whether everlasting life exists. The question is: Have we received the Son who is everlasting life?  John's words are crystal clear: "He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.”  For those who have never trusted Christ, today is the day to place your faith in Him.  For those who already know Him,  we are to keep believing, keep serving, keep growing, and keep our eyes fixed on eternity. We’re not to live as though this world is our home, but to live as a citizen of heaven. Continue in the faith. Finish the race. Hold fast to Christ. May we live with confidence, continue with faithfulness, and look forward with joy to being with Jesus forever because we believe in the life everlasting, and are prepared to continue until then. 

