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[bookmark: 23][bookmark: 24][bookmark: 25][bookmark: 26][bookmark: 27][bookmark: 28][bookmark: 29]Text: Matthew 15:21-28 Leaving that place, Jesus withdrew to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22And a Canaanite woman from that region came possessed by a demon.” 23But Jesus did not answer a word. So His disciples came to Him, crying out, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me! My daughter is miserably and urged Him, “Send her away, for she keeps crying out after us.” 24He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25The woman came and knelt before Him. “Lord, help me!” she said. 26But Jesus replied, “It is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to the dogs.” 27“Yes, Lord,” she said, “even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their master’s table.” 28“O woman,” Jesus answered, “your faith is great! Let it be done for you as you desire.” And her daughter was healed from that very hour.
Introduction: This miracle is unlike almost any other in the Gospels. Jesus leaves Israel. A Gentile woman approaches Him. He is silent. The disciples want her gone. Jesus seems to resists her request. She refuses to quit. Jesus draws out a level of faith He rarely sees. And in the end, Jesus praises this woman’s faith.
“O woman, GREAT is your faith.” 
Only two people in the entire Gospel of Matthew ever receive that compliment: A Roman soldier and a Canaanite woman — Israel’s enemies — become models of faith.
This miracle is a masterclass in how Jesus draws faith out of people, even when everything around them says “stop asking.”
I. THE SETTING — JESUS GOES WHERE NO ONE EXPECTS
“Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon.” (v.21)

1. Jesus intentionally leaves Jewish territory (always led by Holy Spirit)
A. Tyre and Sidon were ancient Phoenician cities located in what is now modern-day Lebanon. These cities were known for their wealth and commerce, and they were predominantly Gentile regions. 
B. Historically, these cities had interactions with Israel, sometimes as allies when it was convenient and but usually as adversaries.
C. Tyre and Sidon were Gentile, pagan, historically hostile regions. No rabbi would go there. But Jesus does — on purpose as He has a divine appointment with this woman. 
2. A Canaanite woman approaches Him
A. Matthew uses the word “Canaanite” intentionally — a loaded, ancient term. 
B. It highlights:
· Her outsider status
· Her spiritual disqualification
· Her cultural distance
· Her religious separation
C. She is the last person anyone expects Jesus to help.

II. THE WOMAN’S PART — PERSISTENT, REVELATORY FAITH
“Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me!” (v.22)
1. She cries out with revelation
A. This is huge!
B. A Gentile woman calls Him “Lord” and in conjunction uses a Messianic Jewish title. She recognizes Jesus as the Christ. 
C. This is faith born from hearing — she heard the reports about Jesus and believed them. (Romans 10:17)
D. This is the birthplace of faith.
“My daughter is miserably possessed by a demon.”
2. She intercedes for her daughter
A. “Miserably” in Greek is kakós (kak-oce') — diseased, evil, grievously, miserably, sick, sore. 
B. “Possessed by a demon” daimonizomai (dahee-mon-id'-zom-ahee) demon-possessed, to be under the power of a fallen angel/demon. 
C. Her daughter is tormented, suffering, grievously sick, and oppressed.
D. This mother refuses to let her child stay bound.
“But Jesus answered her not a word.” (v.23)
3. She persists through silence
A. Jesus is silent.
B. In the context of Jewish tradition, silence can be a powerful tool for teaching and reflection.
C. Jesus already knows what is going to happen. He is: Not rejecting, ignoring, or dismissing her.
D. He is drawing more faith out of her.
E. Silence is where many believers quit. She doesn’t.
“So His disciples came and urged Him, saying, ‘Send her away, for she keeps crying out after us.’ He answered, ‘I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.’” (v.24)
4. She persists through rejection
A. The disciples try to get rid of her
1) The disciples don’t just ignore her — they actively want her gone. They say, “Send her away…”
2) Why? Because she kept asking— the Greek krazó (krad'-zo) indicates repeated, continual loud pleading
B. Her persistence exposes the disciples’ lack of compassion
1) They see her as a problem. Jesus sees her as a person. They want to silence her. Jesus wants to draw faith out of her.
2) This moment reveals:
· their cultural bias
· their impatience
· their misunderstanding of Jesus’ mission
3) And it highlights her relentless faith even more.
“I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.”
C. Jesus states His mission priority — not to reject her, but to draw out her faith
1) This is not a denial — it’s a boundary statement meant to draw out what’s inside her.
2) He is asking:
· “Do you believe My mercy reaches beyond Israel?”
· “Do you believe My mission is bigger than this moment?”
· “Do you believe there’s room for you in what I’m doing?”
D. She refuses to let rejection define her
1) She doesn’t walk away. She doesn’t get offended. She doesn’t shut down. She doesn’t let the disciples’ attitude stop her.
2) She keeps coming. She keeps asking. She keeps believing.
3) This is faith that survives rejection — faith that refuses to take “no” for an answer when Jesus hasn’t said “no.”
“The woman came and knelt before Him. “Lord, help me!” she said. 26But Jesus replied, “It is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to the dogs.” (v.25-26)
5. She just keeps on placing a faith demand on Jesus
A. Jesus’ words reflect the covenant sequence: the blessings of the Messiah were promised first to Israel, and through Israel, the nations would be blessed (Genesis 12:3; Romans 1:16).
B. Healing is the children’s bread. Healing belonged to them in the Old Covenant. 
C. We now live in the New Covenant establish on better promises (IN Christ)! (Hebrews 8:6)
D. Healing was and is always God’s will. Even the sinners! 
E. The woman does not argue with God’s order — she submits to it
1) Her posture embodies Hebrews 11:6:
2) She believes Jesus is — “Lord!”
3) She believes He rewards — “Help me!”
F. Jesus uses the Greek word is kunarion (koo-nar'-ee-on) — little dog, household pet
G. This is not the harsh street‑dog term kuōn (koo'-ohn). 
H. Jesus is not insulting her — He is inviting her.
I. Jesus is drawing out her faith, not pushing her away
J. He is asking:
1) “Do you see the grace hidden in My words?
2) Do you believe there is enough mercy in Me for you too?”
3) He is not closing the door —
4) He is checking whether she will push it open.
“Yes, Lord,” she said, “even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their master’s table.” (v.27)
6. She responds with humility AND theological brilliance
A. She doesn’t argue. She doesn’t get offended. She doesn’t walk away.
B. She finds the opening of grace in His words and presses into it.
C. Her response proves she sees what others miss
1) Jesus is essentially saying: 
2) Israel calls itself God’s children. Gentiles have been treated as outsiders. Are you willing to receive from Me even if others misunderstand your place?
3) And she says, in essence:
4) “Yes, Lord — I accept the order.
5) But she uses the metaphor of a little dog to place herself in His household, calling Him Lord, and she concludes that a crumb from the Master is enough to heal my daughter.”
6) She is not degraded — she is humble, and full of faith.
7) She finds the opening in His words and steps through it.
8) This is humble, unoffended, persistent faith.
III. JESUS’ PART — DRAWING OUT GREAT FAITH 
1. Jesus uses silence to deepen her faith
A. Silence is not absence — it is invitation.
2. Jesus uses resistance to strengthen her faith
A. He is not pushing her away — He is pulling her deeper.
3. Jesus uses metaphor to reveal her faith
A. She sees the grace inside the metaphor.
4. Jesus publicly affirms her faith
“O woman, GREAT is your faith!” (v.28)
1. Great in Greek is megas (meg'-as) exceptional, mighty, strong, exceedingly great
2. Her faith is great because it survived: silence, resistance, cultural tension, theological barriers, potential offense
3. Then Jesus says:
“Let it be done for you as you desire.”
A. This phrase is the equivalent of what Jesus had told others “According to YOUR faith, be done unto you.”
4. Her desire aligned with His heart. Her faith unlocked the miracle.
5. And the healing is instant:
6. “Her daughter was healed from that very hour.”
7. No touch. No travel. No conversation with the daughter.
8. This miracle rides entirely on the mother’s faith.
9. This can be especially true where our children who are under our authority are concerned.

IV. FAITH DYNAMICS — WHAT WE LEARN FROM HER
1. Faith begins with revelation
She calls Him “Lord, Son of David” before she sees anything. (Romans 10:17) 
2. Faith persists through silence
Her faith keeps crying out even when Jesus says nothing.
3. Faith persists through resistance
She keeps pressing even when Jesus states His mission priority.
4. Faith finds the grace hidden in the challenge
She sees the opening in the metaphor.
5. Faith worships while waiting
She kneels and says, “Lord, help me!”
6. Faith receives
Jesus says, “Great is your faith.”
