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[bookmark: _Hlk104985540]A Christ-centered family who serves by sharing God’s love and hope with all.
15 W 14th St, Spencer, IA 51301|www.bethluthspencer.com|712-262-2327
Second Sunday after Pentecost– June 7, 2026 – 9:00 AM
[bookmark: _Hlk231391845]Prelude: “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” by Robert Lau, 
Tune: ODE TO JOY by Ludwig van Beethoven, 
with RONDEAU from Sinfonies de Fanfares by Jean-Joseph Mouret
Welcome & Announcements
Confession & Forgiveness	   
[bookmark: _Hlk214955679]Gathering Hymn: “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”	  ELW #836
Canticle of Praise: “Glory to God in the Highest”	ELW pg. 138
Prayer of the Day
First Reading                                                                               Hosea 5:15-6:6
Psalm (read responsively)	Psalm 50:7-15
Second Reading                                                                	Romans 4:13-25
[bookmark: _Hlk218590846]Gospel Acclamation: “Alleluia!  Lord to whom shall we go?” ELW pg. 142
Gospel	Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26
Sermon	Pr. Erma Wolf
[bookmark: _Hlk222919843]Hymn of the Day: “We Come To You for Healing, Lord” 	ELW #617
Apostles’ Creed	
Prayers of Intercession	God of grace, hear our prayer.
[bookmark: _Hlk231391964]Offerings Received: “Morning Has Broken” by John Turner,
Tune: BUNESSAN – Irish Folk Melody 
Holy Communion
  Great Thanksgiving ELW pg. 144, “Holy, Holy, Holy” ELW pg. 144, 
  Words of Institution, Lord’s Prayer ELW pg. 145, Communion Song -
  “Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world” ELW pg. 146, Distribution 
Communion Music: “Broken Vessels” by Joel Houston and Jonas Myrinm, 
Arranged by Larry Shackley
Post Communion Prayer & Blessing
Sending Hymn: “I’m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me”	ELW #860
Dismissal
[bookmark: _Hlk231391993]Postlude: “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” Arranged by Cindy Berry

WORSHIP NOTES
Welcome to worship at Bethany Lutheran Church! It is our hope that you experience the love of Christ and His presence during our worship service this morning. If you are visiting today, please sign the guest book in the narthex. Everyone please sign the Fellowship Pad in your pew. 
Large-print bulletins and assistive listening devices are available. If you benefit from either of these, please speak with an usher. 
Though Jesus was a devout Jew who practiced his faith, he was criticized for eating with tax collectors and sinners—the religiously nonobservant. Jesus criticizes the self-righteous and reminds us that mercy is to be at the heart of our religious practices. God continues to be made known in those on the margins of society, like Matthew the tax collector and the hemorrhaging woman. As we gather each Lord’s day we receive the healing that makes us well and sends us forth to be signs of God’s mercy for the world. (Sundays and Seasons v.20240130.1140 Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.) 
  Please take this bulletin home with you as a reference for this week’s calendar of events, as a reminder of Bethany family and friends to keep in your prayers, and for other useful information. 
  Each worship service comes together through the help of many people. Please consider being a worship volunteer. Find schedules at the Welcome Center and help fill in the blanks. Thank you for volunteering!
Today’s worship leaders are:
Pr. Erma Wolf & Elina Leander Ozolins, pianist-organist
Many thanks to our worship volunteers:
[bookmark: _Hlk226541261]Greeters: People of Bethany; 
Reader: Kirby Schmidt;
[bookmark: _Hlk214439194]Communion Servers: Onalee Wright, Judy Hiemstra, Francis Hiemstra and Twila Henning
Usher: Kent Baker; 
Count: Sue Boblit
[bookmark: _Hlk228459842]Fellowship Host: Jana Phillips
[bookmark: _Hlk114041153]Everyone in the Audio/Visual Booth
[bookmark: _Hlk114041210]ANNOUNCEMENTS
FELLOWSHIP will be after worship in the parlor.  This gathering time is a great time to chat over a cup of coffee and sweet treat.  All are welcome for fellowship and lively conversation!  Hope to see you there
KID’S MUSIC Last year at the Parade of Bands there were 14 Bethany kids involved. That's a lot of talent! So, Bethany Planning Council and the congregation would love to have a Kids' Praise Band again.[image: ]

We know how busy your families are. We're thinking the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month, from 7:00 - 8:00pm, might be a good time for music. We would really like to hear from parents and kids if this is something they're interested in. Your child doesn't have to be in band to participate. All kids, 1st grade - 12th grade are welcome!  Let's have fun and make some music! A Kids’ Music Meeting will take place Wednesday, June 10, at 7:00pm. Please RSVP to Sue Metcalf 240-8366 or Sue Boblit 260-2258.
BFFFF’S (Bethany Fun & Fellowship, Food & Friends) will meet at THE DOCK for a dutch-treat lunch on Wednesday, June 17th at 11:30 am.  
JOIN FLAGFEST ACTIVITIES On Saturday, June 13th, Bethany Lutheran Church will host a God’s Work, Our Hands hospitality outreach event for the community members watching the Flagfest parade on our lawn. If you would like to help Saturday morning, please see the sign-up sheet at the welcome center.
UDMO FOOD PANTRY Bring food and hygiene items to Bethany – we’ll deliver to UDMO. Not sure what to get/give? Get a shopping list at the Welcome Center. 
HOME DELIVERED MEALS IN JULY Folks at Bethany Lutheran are called upon to help deliver meals to homebound and elderly who benefit from this program. Could you help to deliver meals on a Thursday or Friday in July? There is one route to cover. Look for more information and a sign-up sheet at the Welcome Center. Thanks for helping!
VBS! Mark your calendars for the evenings of July 6-8 from 6 pm to 8 pm as Bethany will be partnering with First Congregational Church, and also joining us is Grace United Methodist Church for Vacation Bible School. Registration is currently open.  Please see the signs posted for details.
CALENDAR
[bookmark: _Hlk218586588][bookmark: _Hlk221611108][bookmark: _Hlk222406521][bookmark: _Hlk226553212]Sunday, June 7 – Pentecost 2
	    9:00 am	Worship with Holy Communion followed by Fellowship
[bookmark: _Hlk216876549][bookmark: _Hlk230851227]Tuesday, June 9
	9:30 am	Faith in Action Meeting
Wednesday, June 10
	9:30 am	Bible Study & Prayer Group
     7:00 pm 	Kid’s Music Meeting	
[bookmark: _Hlk214445233][bookmark: _Hlk221002510][bookmark: _Hlk214961478][bookmark: _Hlk221610453]Thursday, June 11
	9:00 am	Fun & Fellowship (quilting)
Saturday, June 13
     7:30 am	Men of Bethany Bible Study (in person & via ZOOM)
     8:30 am 	Set-up Flagfest Hospitality on Lawn	
[bookmark: _Hlk218586498][bookmark: _Hlk229042647][bookmark: _Hlk231378252][bookmark: _Hlk230182418][bookmark: _Hlk223519155]Sunday, June 14 – Pentecost 3
	    9:00 am	Worship with Holy Communion followed by Fellowship
PRAYER CONCERNS & REQUESTS
Kirk Andersen, Rita Storm, Sylvia Moore, Liz Vulk, Lee Youde, 
Greg Manwarren, Ron Huber, 
Carlos Barreta (Rita Storm’s grandson-in-law),
 Lois Sanchez (Deb Mechler’s sister), 
DeAnna Bensen (Bill Bensen’s mother), 
Michael Olsen (Kristin Bensen’s uncle), 
Jerry Faulkner (Tammy Nighswonger’s brother), 
Lucille Faulkner (Tammy Nighswonger’s sister-in-law), 
Tara Nighswonger (Tammy Nighswonger’s daughter), 
Aaron Sweet (Tammy Nighswonger’s stepbrother)Worship is rebroadcast on SMU CH #2:
 Tuesday-5pm, Wednesday-10am
or can be found on YouTube® (Search Bethany Lutheran Church, Spencer IA)
ONLINE GIVING IS AVAILABLE
If you would like to give online to support 
the ministries of Bethany Lutheran Church,
scan this code for giving page on our website.
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