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INTRODUCTION 
Though Jesus was a devout Jew who practiced his faith, he was criticized for eating with tax 
collectors and sinners—the religiously nonobservant. Jesus criticizes the self-righteous and 
reminds us that mercy is to be at the heart of our religious practices. God continues to be made 
known in those on the margins of society, like Matthew the tax collector and the hemorrhaging 
woman. As we gather each Lord’s day we receive the healing that makes us well and sends us 
forth to be signs of God’s mercy for the world. 
 
SERVING TODAY: Presider/Preacher: Pastor Chad Huebner; Organist: Bekah Davenport; Pianist: 
Patricia Cambridge; Asst/Lector: Greg Newton; Livestream: Melissa Graham; Greeter: Solveig 
Spjeldnes; Ushers: Linda Batey, Marilyn Shealy;  Time with Children: Jana Hovland; Acolyte: 
Elizabeth; Tray Server: Fran Snyder 
 



WELCOME​ ​ (PLEASE POWER OFF OR AIRPLANE MODE YOUR DEVICES) 
Here in Athens, in SE Ohio, we are occupying the traditional homeland of the Shawnee people. 
Before the Shawnee, this land was occupied by the Osage people, and by the Adena, Hopewell, 
and Fort Ancient cultures. 
 
PRELUDE​ ​  
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Salvation belongs to our God, who is seated on the throne 
and to the Lamb! 
Amen. 
 

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 

Merciful God, 
You are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. 
You lead us beside still waters. 
We thank you for the waters of creation: 
morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. 
We thank you for the waters that nourish us, the Hocking River and Dow Lake 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness 
who accompanies us on our journeys. 
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. 
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil, and our cup overflows. 
Break down barriers that divide us. 
Fill us with the breath of peace. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, 
and for making us a new creation. 
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG ​ ​ Have No Fear, Little Flock (ELW 764) 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Let us pray.  

O God, you are the source of life and the ground of our being. By the power of your Spirit 
bring healing to this wounded world, and raise us to the new life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
FIRST READING: Hosea 5:15—6:6 
A reading from Hosea. 
 15 I will return again to my place​
  until they acknowledge their guilt and seek my face.​
  In their distress they will beg my favor:​
​
 6:1 “Come, let us return to the LORD,​
  for it is he who has torn, and he will heal us;​
  he has struck down, and he will bind us up.​
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 2 After two days he will revive us;​
  on the third day he will raise us up,​
  that we may live before him.​
 3 Let us know, let us press on to know the LORD;​
  his appearing is as sure as the dawn;​
 he will come to us like the showers,​
  like the spring rains that water the earth.”​
​
 4 What shall I do with you, O Ephraim?​
  What shall I do with you, O Judah?​
 Your love is like a morning cloud,​
  like the dew that goes away early.​
 5 Therefore I have hewn them by the prophets;​
  I have killed them by the words of my mouth,​
  and my judgment goes forth as the light.​
 6 For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice,​
  the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM: Psalm 50:7-15 
 7 “Listen, my people, and I will speak: Israel, I will bear witness against you;​
  for I am God, your God.​
 8 I do not accuse you because of your sacrifices;​
  your burnt offerings are always before me.​
 9 I will not accept a calf from your stalls,​
  nor goats from your pens;​
 10 for all the wild animals of the forest are mine,​
  the cattle on a thousand hills. ​
 11 I know every bird of the mountains,​
  and the creatures of the fields are mine.​
 12 If I were hungry, I would not tell you,​
  for the whole world is mine and all that is in it.​
 13 Do you think I eat the flesh of bulls,​
  or drink the blood of goats?​
 14 Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving​
  and make good your vows to the Most High.​
 15 Call upon me in the day of trouble;​
  I will deliver you, and you shall honor me.  
 
SECOND READING: Romans 4:13-25 
A reading from Romans. 
13 The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants 
through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14 For if it is the adherents of the law 
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who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15 For the law brings wrath, but 
where there is no law, neither is there transgression.​
  16 For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may rest on grace, so that it 
may be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those 
who share the faith of Abraham (who is the father of all of us, 17 as it is written, “I have made 
you the father of many nations”), in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives 
life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 18 Hoping against hope, he 
believed that he would become “the father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So 
shall your descendants be.” 19 He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, 
which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), and the barrenness 
of Sarah’s womb. 20 No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew 
strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 21 being fully convinced that God was able to do what 
he had promised. 22 Therefore “it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 23 Now the words, “it 
was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake alone 24 but for ours also. It will be reckoned 
to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25 who was handed over for 
our trespasses and was raised for our justification. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL: Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
9 As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax-collection station, 
and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he got up and followed him.​
  10 And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors and sinners came and were sitting 
with Jesus and his disciples. 11 When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why 
does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 12 But when he heard this, he said, 
“Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. 13 Go and learn what 
this means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have not come to call the righteous but sinners.”​
​
  18 While he was saying these things to them, suddenly a leader came in and knelt before him, 
saying, “My daughter has just died, but come and lay your hand on her, and she will live.” 19 And 
Jesus got up and followed him, with his disciples. 20 Then suddenly a woman who had been 
suffering from a flow of blood for twelve years came up behind him and touched the fringe of 
his cloak, 21 for she was saying to herself, “If I only touch his cloak, I will be made well.” 22 Jesus 
turned, and seeing her he said, “Take heart, daughter; your faith has made you well.” And the 
woman was made well from that moment. 23 When Jesus came to the leader’s house and saw 
the flute players and the crowd making a commotion, 24 he said, “Go away, for the girl is not 
dead but sleeping.” And they laughed at him. 25 But when the crowd had been put outside, he 
went in and took her by the hand, and the girl got up. 26 And the report of this spread through 
all of that district. 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY​ ​ Healer of Our Every Ill (ELW 612) 

 
 
CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
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and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Let us pray for the church, the world, and all people according to their needs…… 
 
Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on us. Mold us, fill us, and use us to speak the glorious 
message of our oneness in Christ. As Abram and Matthew followed your call with trust and 
faith, so inflame our hearts with faith and love to serve all humankind. Make us joyful 
messengers of the Good News and lead us to forgive, work for justice, and show mercy. Lord in 
your mercy, hear our prayer.    
 
Spirit of Christ, Earth has many languages, but we are all children of God and heirs of God’s 
peace. Grant wisdom and courage to the world's leaders so they will end war and revenge. Lead 
them to create reconciliation and compromise. Protect all people who live in fear of violence. 
Keep safe all refugees and those in the military. Bring healing to our broken world. Help us to 
see You in every person and be peacemakers in Your world. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.    
 
Holy Spirit, we give you praise for the support and love of family and friends. We pray for those 
who are lonely and feel unloved that they may find friendship and community. Grant 
discernment to each of us to identify and fully use our talents and guide those who are 
searching for jobs. Bless all pastors, priests, bishops, and lay church leaders. We also rejoice 
with those who are celebrating anniversaries, birthdays, and other happy occasions. Lord in 
your mercy, hear our prayer.   
 
God of Creation, when You formed light, the sun and moon, earth, water, and all living things 
You said that everything was good. Teach us to have the same respect, caring, and stewardship 
of Your amazing world, so we will use its resources wisely and preserve it for future generations. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.    
 
Spirit of Healing, bring wholeness and hope to those who are ill in mind, body, or spirit. Bless 
our elderly loved ones and shut-ins. Strengthen all who are dealing with long-term diagnoses, 
such as addiction, depression, or dementia. Bring wisdom and compassion to all researchers, 
doctors, nurses, and caregivers. We pray for healing, knowing that Jesus carries our burdens. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.    
 
God of mercy, you hear all our prayers. Listen now as we offer other prayers, either silently or 
aloud…………….Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.    
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O Comforter, we give thanks for the lives of those who have passed away and pray for all to 
whom death draws near. Console their family and friends who mourn. Bring them peace and 
hope in the days of grief ahead. Strengthen us all with the promise of eternal life. Lord in your 
mercy, hear our prayer.  
  
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.  
 
PEACE​ ​ The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
OFFERING – THANK YOU!  YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.  
Giving is easy online through our website at https://www.clcathens.org/give​  
There you will also find instructions on how to text to give or download our church app! 
 
MUSICAL OFFERING​  
 
OFFERTORY​ ​ ​ Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Merciful God, 
accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day 
when we will hunger and thirst no more. 
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Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, 
that goodness and mercy may follow us 
and bless the world you love. 
In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Amen 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the table of new life. 
Receive the risen Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
COMMUNION​
​ ​ ​  
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Holy One, 
through this meal you have made your home among us 
and are making all things new. 
Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, 
to love our enemies, 
and to bring your healing to the nations. 
In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, 
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, 
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, 
☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG ​ ​ Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee (ELW 836) 

 
 

DISMISSAL​
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. ​
Thanks be to God.​ ​  
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