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F IRST E VANGELICAL L UTHERAN C HURCH  

Third & Terry, Longmont, Colorado  
(303) 776 -2800 | www.firstluth.org 

Pastor: Garrett Struessel and Deacon Korra Looschen  

Second Sunday of Pentecost  
June 7, 2026 — 9:30 a.m. 

Welcome to worship, we are glad you are with us!  

GATHERING  
PRELUDE  

INTRODUCTION  
Though Jesus was a devout Jew who practiced his faith, he was criticized for eating with tax collectors and sinners —the 
religiously nonobservant. Jesus criticizes the self -righteous and reminds us that mercy is to be at the heart of our religious 
practices . God continues to be made known in those on the margins of society, like Matthew the tax collector and the 
hemorrhaging woman. As we gather each Lord’s day we receive the healing that makes us well and sends us forth to be 
signs of God’s mercy for the wor ld. 

WELCOME  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever.  

Amen.  

Let us confess our sin to God.  

Silence is kept for reflection.  

Compassionate God,  

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to 
you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray,  

Amen.  

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” In the name of 

God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven.  Rest in God ’s love. 

Amen.  

GATHERING HYMN  “Morning Has Broken”  ELW 556 

  

Ordinary Time  

http://www.firstluth.org/
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GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also,  with you.  

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray.  

O God, you are the source of life and the ground of our being. By the power of your Spirit bring healing to this 
wounded world, and raise us to the new life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen.  
 

ANTHEM   “Give Me Jesus” - African American Spiritual  Sarah Morrow  
  Accompanied by Jeffrey Hartmann  
 

WORD  
READINGS  

Hosea 5:15 —6:6 

Because the people have trusted in military powers and not God, God decides to withdraw from the scene until Israel 
acknowledges its guilt and seeks God’s face. The response of the people does not acknowledge this guilt and is as fickle as f og or 
dew burne d away quickly by the sun. God desires loyalty rather than words or meaningless deeds.  
5:15 I will return again to my place until they acknowledge their guilt and seek my face. In their distress they will beg my 
favor: 6:1 “Come, let us return to the Lord, for it is he who has torn, and he will heal us; he has struck down, and he will bind 
us up. 2 After two days he will revive us; on the third day he will raise us up, that we may live before him. 3 Let us know, let us 
press on to know the Lord; his appearing is as sure as the dawn; he will come to us like the showers, like the spring rains t hat 
water the earth.” 4 What shall I do with you, O Ephraim? What shall I do with you, O Judah? Your love is like a morning 
cloud, like the dew that goes away early. 5 Therefore I have hewn them by the prophets; I have killed them by the words of 
my mouth, and my judgment goes forth as the light. 6 For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, the knowledge of God 
rather than burnt offerings.  

Word of God, word of life.  

Thanks be to God.  

Romans 4:13 -25 

Paul presents Abraham as a living model of right relationships. For Abraham and for us, a right relationship with God 
involves trusting that God’s promises will be fulfilled because God makes the dead alive and calls into existence what 
otherwise does not exist. 
13 The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants through the law but through 
the righteousness of faith. 14 For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 
15 For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law, neither is there transgression. 16 For this reason the promise depends 
on faith, in order that it may rest on grace, so that it may be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of 
the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (who is the father of all of us, 17 as it is written, “I have made you the 
father of many nations”), in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence  
the things that do not exist. 18 Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become “the father of many nations,” 
according to what was said, “So shall your descendants be.” 19 He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, 
which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), and the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20 No 
distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 21 being 
fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. 22 Therefore “it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 
23 Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake alone 24 but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us 
who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25 who was handed over for our trespasses and was raised for 
our justification.  

Word of God, word of life.  

Thanks be to God.  
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CHILDREN’S  TIME  Deacon Korra Looschen  

Congregation: Please Rise for the Gospel Acclamation  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 

GOSPEL  
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 9th chapter beginning at the 9th  verse. 

Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
Gospel: Matthew 9:9 -13, 18-26 
Jesus demonstrates God’s mercy and power, accepting the unacceptable and curing the incurable. Even the dead receive new 
life. 
 
9:9 As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax -collection station, and he said to him, “Follow 
me.” And he got up and followed him. 10 And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors and sinners came and 
were sitting with Jesus and his disciples. 11 When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher 
eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 12 But when he heard this, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but 
those who are sic k. 13 Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have not come to call the righteous 
but sinners.” 9:18 While he was saying these things to them, suddenly a leader came in and knelt before him, saying, “My 
daughter has just died, but come and lay your hand on her, and she will live.” 19 And Jesus got up and followed him, with his 
disciples. 20 Then suddenly a woman who had been suffering from a flow of blood for twelve years came up behind him and 
touched the fringe of his cloak, 21 for she was saying to herself, “If I only touch his cloak, I will be made well.” 22 Jesus turned, 
and seeing her he said, “Take heart, daughter; your faith has made you well.” And the woman was made well from that 
moment. 23 When Jesus came to the leader’s house and saw the flute players and the crowd making a commotion,  24 he said, 
“Go away, for the girl is not dead but sleeping.” And they laughed at him. 25 But when the crowd had been put outside, he 
went in and took her by the hand, and the girl got up . 26 And the report of this spread through all of that district.  
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ.  

SERMON  Pastor Garrett Struessel  

SHARING OF GOD SIGHTINGS/HIGHS AND LOWS  
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APOSTLE’S CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I belie.ve in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our 
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints , the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting.   
Amen  
 

PRAYERS  OF THE PEOPLE  
God of Grace  

Hear our prayer  

PASSING OF THE PEACE  
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

And also,  with you . 
MEAL  

OFFERTORY   

OFFERTORY PRAYER  

Let us pray.  

Loving God,  

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all 
creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and 
forever.  

Amen.  

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   Page 107
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise...we praise yo ur 
name and join their unending hymn:  

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  Page 108 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptati on, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 
forever and ever.   
Amen.  

COMMUNION  
All are welcome who come trusting in the gift of God’s presence in the Bread of Life and the Cup of Salvation, shared in this  
meal. “The body of Christ, broken for you”, and “the blood of Christ shed for you”, include the promise of the forgiveness of  sin, 
life and salvation in Christ Jesus our Lord. The ushers will invite you to come forward for communion. We invite everyone to 
receive communion if you so desire. The invitation to receive Holy Communion is from Christ Jesus; therefore “all are welcome ”. 
In  our serving communion trays, wine is darker red on the outside, and grape juice is the lighter color in the center. We serve 
only gluten -free bread prepared in a kitchen excluding wheat flour, to include everyone regardless of wheat -gluten 
sensitivities. Come, taste and see, that the Lord is good.  
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LAMB OF GOD  Page 112 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS   

“Let Us Break Bread”  ELW 471  

“As the Grains of Wheat” ELW 465  

“Eat This Bread”  ELW 472  
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COMMUNION BLESSING  

POST -COMMUNION PRAYER  
Compassionate God,  

through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, 
through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishin g us now and forever.  

SENDING  
HOMEBOUND COMMUNION  

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

BENEDICTION  

SENDING HYMN  “Will You Come and Follow Me”  ELW 798 vs. 1,3,5 

SENDING  
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!  

Thanks be to God.  

 POSTLUDE   

   

Preacher/Presider  Pastor Garrett Struessel  

Worship Assistant  Deacon Korra Looschen  

Council Hosts:  Andrew Howell  

Eric Pederson  

Acol yte: Jonathan Leos  

Ushers:  Holly Keenan  

Ann Pederson  

Reader:  Shannon Satur  

Communion Assistants:  Jeff Satur 

Shannon Satur  

Organist/Pianist:  Jeff Hartmann  

 
 

WELCOME to Worship!  
 

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP, and families can sit 
anywhere in the sanctuary, including the chapel near the front.  

A NURSERY is available downstairs across from the Choir 
Room for children under 5. Follow the signs.  

LARGE -PRINT BULLETINS & HYMNS are available from the 
ushers.  

ADDITIONAL PARKING is available in the Ahlberg Chapel 
parking lot, one -half block north of the church on Terry Street.  

RESTROOMS are located on the upper level of the church, 
along the hallway leading to the Big Room.  There are handicap 
accessible restrooms on the lower level near the elevator, and 
in the Big Room.  

We are blessed to be able to record our worship services so that 
others may enjoy worship remotely. Please note that today’s 
worship service is  audio and video recorded  for online sharing 
and archival purposes.  

 
We love seeing you in worship!  

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by permission.  Text for the liturgy reprinted from the Sundays and 
Seasons, copyright 2023.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #SBL14236.  
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