Faith Lutheran Church

2"Y Sunday after Pentecost &
June 7, 2026

Introduction

Though Jesus was a devout Jew who practiced his faith,

he was criticized for eating with tax collectors and

sinners—the religiously nonobservant. Jesus criticizes

the self-righteous and reminds us that mercy is to be at the heart of our religious
practices. God continues to be made known in those on the margins of society,
like Matthew the tax collector and the hemorrhaging woman. As we gather each
Lord’s day we receive the healing that makes us well and sends us forth to be
signs of God’s mercy for the world.

Gathering

Gathering Hymn
ELW 556 “Morning has broken”

Confession and Forgiveness
Responses on the screens

Kyrie
ELW 158
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Christ, have mer - oy Lord, ha:\_f?:- mer - ¢y on us.
Greeting
Prayer of the Day

Children’s Sermon

Word
First Reading Hosea 5:15-6:6

Because the people have trusted in military powers and not God, God decides to withdraw from
the scene until Israel acknowledges its guilt and seeks God’s face. The response of the people



does not acknowledge this guilt and is as fickle as fog or dew burned away quickly by the sun.
God desires loyalty rather than words or meaningless deeds.
51 will return again to my place
until they acknowledge their guilt and seek my face.
In their distress they will beg my favor:

51“Come, let us return to the LORD,
for it is he who has torn, and he will heal us;
he has struck down, and he will bind us up.

2 After two days he will revive us;
on the third day he will raise us up,
that we may live before him.

Let us know, let us press on to know the LORD;
his appearing is as sure as the dawn,;

he will come to us like the showers,
like the spring rains that water the earth.”

“*What shall | do with you, O Ephraim?
What shall | do with you, O Judah?
Your love is like a morning cloud,
like the dew that goes away early.
°Therefore | have hewn them by the prophets;
| have killed them by the words of my mouth,
and my judgment goes forth as the light.
®For | desire steadfast love and not sacrifice,
the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings.
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 50:7-15

"“Listen, my people, and | will speak: Israel, | will bear wit- ness against you;
for | am God, your God.

®]1 do not accuse you because of your sacrifices;
your burnt offerings are al- ways before me.

1 will not accept a calf from your stalls,
nor goats from your pens;

Ofor all the wild animals of the for- est are mine,
the cattle on a thousand hills.

"1 know every bird of the mountains,
and the creatures of the fields are mine.

21f | were hungry, | would not tell you,
for the whole world is mine and all that is in it.

3 Do you think | eat the flesh of bulls,
or drink the blood of goats?



4 Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving

and make good your vows to the Most High.
> Call upon me in the day of trouble;

| will deliver you, and you shall honor me.

Second Reading Romans 4:13-25

Paul presents Abraham as a living model of right relationships. For Abraham and for us, a right
relationship with God involves trusting that God’s promises will be fulfilled because God makes
the dead alive and calls into existence what otherwise does not exist.

' The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. '“ For if it is
the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is
void. '° For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law, neither is there
transgression.

'S For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may rest on
grace, so that it may be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the
adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (who is the
father of all of us, " as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”),
in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and
calls into existence the things that do not exist. '® Hoping against hope, he
believed that he would become “the father of many nations,” according to what
was said, “So shall your descendants be.” '°He did not weaken in faith when he
considered his own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a
hundred years old), and the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. ?° No distrust made him
waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave
glory to God, ?" being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had
promised. ** Therefore “it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” ?° Now the
words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake alone ?* but for ours
also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from
the dead, “° who was handed over for our trespasses and was raised for our
justification.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 9" chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26

Jesus demonstrates God’s mercy and power, accepting the unacceptable and curing the
incurable. Even the dead receive new life.

9 As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax-
collection station, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he got up and followed
him.



'YAnd as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors and sinners came
and were sitting with Jesus and his disciples. ' When the Pharisees saw this, they
said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and
sinners?” '?But when he heard this, he said, “Those who are well have no need of
a physician, but those who are sick. '* Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire
mercy, not sacrifice.” For | have not come to call the righteous but sinners.”

'8 While he was saying these things to them, suddenly a leader came in and
knelt before him, saying, “My daughter has just died, but come and lay your hand
on her, and she will live.” ' And Jesus got up and followed him, with his
disciples. ?° Then suddenly a woman who had been suffering from a flow of blood
for twelve years came up behind him and touched the fringe of his cloak, *' for she
was saying to herself, “If | only touch his cloak, | will be made well.” ?? Jesus
turned, and seeing her he said, “Take heart, daughter; your faith has made you
well.” And the woman was made well from that moment. 2 When Jesus came to
the leader’s house and saw the flute players and the crowd making a
commotion, ** he said, “Go away, for the girl is not dead but sleeping.” And they
laughed at him. ?° But when the crowd had been put outside, he went in and took
her by the hand, and the girl got up. “° And the report of this spread through all of
that district.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon & Silent Reflection

Hymn of the Day
ELW 764 “Have No Fear, Little Flock”

Graduate Blessing
Addison Milam

Prayers of Intercession
God of grace, hear our prayer.

The prayers conclude:
Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken

prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior. Amen.

Meal
Peace



Offering
“For Jesus, the quality of the gift is not how large it is, but the proportion you give and the
heart with which you give it.” There are many options for giving including plate giving, text to
give (833-686-4752) or through our website.

Offertory Hymn
ACS 1059 “Come Now, You Blessed”
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1 “Come now, you bless - ed, eat at my ta - ble,”
2 When did we see  you hun - gry or thirst - y?
3 “When you  gave bread to earth’s hun - gry chil - dren,
4 Christ, when we meet you out on life’s road - ways,
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said Je - sus Christ to the righ - teous a - bove.
When were you home - less, a strang - er a - lone?
when you gave wel - come to war's ref - u gees,
look - ing to us in the fac - es of need,
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“When | was hun - gry, thirst - vy, and home-less,
When did we see  you sick or in pris - on?
when you re mem - bered those most for - got - ten,
then may we know you, wel - come and show you
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sick and in pris - on, you showed me your love.”
What have we done that you call us your own?
you cared for me in the small - est of these.”
love that is faith - ful  in word and in deed
Offering Prayer

Thanksgiving for the Word

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those




who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Sending

Blessing

Sending Hymn
ELW 798 “Will You Come and Follow Me”

Dismissal
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Faith Lutheran Church is a community living in God'’s love which embraces and welcomes every person as part of God’s Beloved Community. We
celebrate each person created in God’s image as we strive for justice, peace, and racial equity in our community and the wider world. We openly
welcome and affirm all persons of every race, age, socioeconomic class, culture, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, physical and
mental ability, marital and family status, background, and experience. We seek to live as a community of God’s people that values each person’s voice,
gifts, and full participation in all areas of the congregation’s life and worship. We embrace the work of the Holy Spirit moving in and through us as we
care for the earth and all of God’s people.

FAITH ACTIVE IN LOVE

Gathered as a community living in God’s love we serve all people, care
for the earth and embrace the work of the Holy Spirit.

Faith Lutheran Church will be recognized as a community of spiritual growth, a place of
acceptance and inclusion, a gateway for environmental stewardship, a creator of partnerships
and an advocate for social justice and peace.

WORSHIP LEADERSHIP this Sunday includes:

Leading & Preaching Tom Schoofs
Organist/ Pianist Stephen V. Hibbard
Reader Cindy Dellegrazio
Greeter Donna Fowler
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Ushers
Live Stream Joe & Dottie Dorr

June Mission of the Month: Reconciling Works

Financial Update

Thank you for Growing in Faith as we carry out our congregation’s mission together. You are
making a difference in our community and world! Here is a summary of progress toward our
financial goals for this year. If you have questions about our finances, please contact our
Treasurer Tim Gergens or any of our Church Council members. Your gifts make this ministry
possible- thank you.

Actual Budget Actual
3/31/2026 3/31/2026 3/31/2025
Income $37,310 $46,200 $41,147
Expenses $61,574 $63,711 $59,926
Net Loss ($24,264) ($17,511) ($18,779)
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A Note from the Sunrise Circle Sewing Ladies
This summer, sewing is taking a break and will resume in September. If you are
interested in joining, please contact any of our sewing ladies to find out more!

Pop- Up Pride Witness

A Pop-up Pride Witness will be held on Sunday, June 14" at Advent Lutheran
Church. Brunch & sign making from 11:30a-1pm. The Pride Witness will be from
1-2pm. Stay for an ice cream social and debrief after at 2pm.

GM Synod RIC Pride Worship

The Greater Milwaukee Synod RIC team is having a Pride Worship on Thursday,
June 11" at 6:30pm at Ascension Lutheran Church. If you are interested in
providing a snack, bottled water, or able to sing in the worship, please contact
Tom Schoofs to get you in contact with the GM Synod RIC team member.




To Be Well

The fourteenth-century mystic Julian of Norwich is famous for writing about a
vision of Jesus assuring her that “all shall be well, and all shall be well, and all
manner of thing shall be well.”

Jesus, in today’s reading, is deeply concerned with the matter of wellness. He
uses a metaphor of illness and wellness to defend his decision to keep fellowship
with those whom society has rejected, despised, or cast out. Just a few verses
later, Jesus performs two intertwined acts of healing, saying to one of the
individuals, “Take heart, daughter; your faith has made you well” (Matthew 9:22).

Wellness, for Jesus, is a holistic endeavor. Physical health is one part of the
equation, but so are spiritual wholeness, mental and emotional well-being,
financial stability, and health in relationships and society. Jesus does not limit his
work to any one of these areas. Consistently in the gospels, Jesus is concerned
with all aspects of life. He recognizes and works to dismantle all kinds of barriers
to full, whole, peaceful living.

Too often, our contemporary society exploits the idea of wellness to sell us a
product, to market an unattainable lifestyle, or to guilt us into a particular set of
behaviors. Jesus, however, is not trying to sell us something. Jesus invokes
wellness as a way of assuring us that he cares deeply about our whole being, and
that every part of us is worthy of God’s care and keeping. Jesus desires that we
be at peace in our bodies, minds, spirits, and relationships.

When our world and our lives are difficult and painful, we can turn again and again
to scripture, which witnesses to Jesus’ deep compassion, empathy, and care for
us. He is a living sign of God’s power to comfort and heal. He is our living sign and
symbol of resurrection and restoration. He is the embodiment of our divine
assurance that all manner of things will, one day, be well, and whole, and at

peace.
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