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Caring For All
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June 7th, 2026
Time After Pentecost
Holy Communion 10:00am
Rev. Jeremiah Smith
Parkside Lutheran Values

Proclaiming Grace - Jesus shared and lived out a message of grace, love, and new life. We believe these promises come from God freely, as a gift for all. We are loved and the Spirit inspires us to share this good news in accessible, relevant, and new ways. Luke 4:17-19, John 1:16-17, John 3:16-17, Ephesians 2:8-9

Practicing Hospitality – Jesus welcomed the little children, broke bread with outcasts, and proclaimed the Good News to all. Whether you are strong in faith, wrestling with doubt, or somewhere in between, we affirm that you are welcome here. Jesus is for everyone. Leviticus 19:34, Matthew 9:10, Matthew 19:14, Hebrews 13:2

Loving Boldly - Jesus challenged traditions to demonstrate God’s justice and love of neighbor. His compassionate and sacrificial love inspires us to take risks. Striving to follow his command to love neighbor, our ministries serve, transform, and advocate for folks near and far. Micah 6:8, Mark 11:15-17, Luke 10:25-28, John 15:12-13 

Cultivating Community - Jesus built communities that transformed lives. We are the body of Christ and we are called to continue this ministry of transformation. Guided by the Holy Spirit, we build connections within and outside of these walls, and with all of God’s creation. Ecclesiastes 4:9-12, Matthew 28:16-20, 1 Corinthians 12:12-14, Galatians 3:26-29

[image: A circular object with a qr code

AI-generated content may be incorrect.][image: Handshake]Welcome Visitors!  
[bookmark: _Hlk219982626]Please use QR code to let us know you were here today or to sign up for our weekly enewsletter. Find us on Facebook & Instagram     

WIFI: Balcony  password: FreeGrace

For your safety in the event of an emergency: In addition to the three exits in the back of the sanctuary, there are exits on either side of the altar (on left side: floor level near piano and up steps past altar. On right side: up steps to the altar, past band area)  

Contact us:  (716) 836-1361
2 Wallace Ave. Buffalo, NY 14214
parksidelutheran.org | parksidelutheran@gmail.com

GATHER
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY:  Though Jesus was a devout Jew who practiced his faith, he was criticized for eating with tax collectors and sinners—the religious non-observant.  Jesus criticizes the self-righteous and reminds us that mercy is to be at the heart of our religious practices.  God continues to be made known in those on the margins of society, like Matthew, the tax collector and the hemorrhaging woman.  As we gather each Lord’s day we receive the healing that makes us well and sends us forth to be signs of God’s mercy for the world.


PRELUDE                                                                                     MICHAEL HOOKER, Music Director      
                                                                      
[bookmark: _Hlk131076441]
CALL TO WORSHIP  						Please stand as you are able
WA:  Healing God, we come together in our brokenness, to call to you in your mercy, to make us whole again.
C:  Wholeness–giving God, listen to our prayers, we pray.
WA:  Restoring God, we gather to worship you, even as we hopefully seek to be renewed and restored again.
C:  God, our Quiet-Center, listen to our prayers this day.
WA:  Foundational God, we come to praise and thank you!  In the depths of your Holy Being we find peace and rest.
C:  God – our Beginning and our End, we hope always in you. Amen.

+GATHERING HYMN:    MORNING HAS BROKEN   ELW  #556
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS


CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose compassion endures forever.  
C:  Amen.
P:  Let us confess our sin to God.    (a brief silence for reflection)
     Compassionate God, 
C:  we confess to you all our sins.  Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.  In your mercy, call us back to you.  Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.  Restore us to dwell in your peace.  In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.
P:  Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.”  In the name of God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven.  Rest in God’s love.
C:  Amen.


GREETING

WA:  The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  C:  And also with you.

[bookmark: _Hlk218242362]
KYRIE      ELW #157    
(printed next page)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
WA:  Let us pray together.
C:  O God, you are the source of life and the ground of our being.  By the power of your Spirit bring healing to this wounded world, and raise us to the new life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON:  Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me!”
We welcome children in worship.


WORD  
God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching and song.
[bookmark: _Hlk92108583]

FIRST READING: HOSEA 5:15-6:6                                                                                                                                  Because the people have trusted in military powers instead of God and have engaged in idolatrous worship practices, God decides to withdraw until Israel acknowledges its guilt and seeks God’s face.  The response of the people does not acknowledge this guilt and is as fickle as fog or dew burned away quickly by the sun.  God desires loyalty rather than words or meaningless deeds.                              L: 15 I will return again to my place until they acknowledge their guilt and seek my face.  In their distress they will beg my favor:
 6:1 “Come, let us return to the LORD, for it is he who has torn, and he will heal us; he has struck down, and he will bind us up.  2 After two days he will revive us;   on the third day he will raise us up, that we may live before him.  3 Let us know, let us press on to know the LORD; his appearing is as sure as the dawn; he will come to us like the showers, like the spring rains that water the earth.”
 4 What shall I do with you, O Ephraim?  What shall I do with you, O Judah?   Your love is like a morning cloud, like the dew that goes away early.  5 Therefore I have hewn them by the prophets; I have killed them by the words of my mouth,   and my judgment goes forth as the light.  6 For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice,  the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings.                                                                                                                                 L:  Word of God, word of life.  C:  Thanks be to God.


PSALM:    PSALM 50:7-15    Call upon me in the day of trouble, says your God.
(Ps 50:15)
L:  7 “Listen, my people, and I will speak: Israel, I will bear witness against you;
  for I am God, your God.
C:  8 I do not accuse you because of your sacrifices;
  your burnt offerings are always before me.
L:   9 I will not accept a calf from your stalls, nor goats from your pens;
C: 10 for all the wild animals of the forest are mine,
  the cattle on a thousand hills.  
L:  11 I know every bird of the mountains, and the creatures of the fields are mine.
C: 12 If I were hungry, I would not tell you,
  for the whole world is mine and all that is in it.
L:  13 Do you think I eat the flesh of bulls, or drink the blood of goats?
C: 14 Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving
  and make good your vows to the Most High.
L: 15 Call upon me in the day of trouble;
  I will deliver you, and you shall honor me. 
L:  Word of God, word of life.  C:  Thanks be to God.


SECOND READING: ROMANS 4:13-25
Paul presents Abraham as a living model of right relationships.  For Abraham and for us, a right relationship with God involves trusting that God’s promises will be fulfilled because God makes the dead alive and calls into existence what otherwise does not exist.
L: 13 The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14 For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15 For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law, neither is there transgression.
  16 For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may rest on grace, so that it may be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (who is the father of all of us, 17 as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”), in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 18 Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become “the father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So shall your descendants be.” 19 He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), and the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20 No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 21 being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. 22 Therefore “it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 23 Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake alone 24 but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25 who was handed over for our trespasses and was raised for our justification.
L:  Word of God, word of life.  C:  Thanks be to God                             
[bookmark: _Hlk112332243]
Please stand as you are able
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     SETTING 10 (p. 205)
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GOSPEL READING:   MATTHEW 9:9-13, 18-26
Jesus demonstrates God’s mercy and power, accepting the unacceptable and curing the incurable.  Even the dead receive new life.

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.  C: Glory to you, O Lord.                     
P: 9 As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax-collection station, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he got up and followed him.
  10 And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors and sinners came and were sitting with Jesus and his disciples. 11 When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 12 But when he heard this, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. 13 Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have not come to call the righteous but sinners.”
  18 While he was saying these things to them, suddenly a leader came in and knelt before him, saying, “My daughter has just died, but come and lay your hand on her, and she will live.” 19 And Jesus got up and followed him, with his disciples. 20 Then suddenly a woman who had been suffering from a flow of blood for twelve years came up behind him and touched the fringe of his cloak, 21 for she was saying to herself, “If I only touch his cloak, I will be made well.” 22 Jesus turned, and seeing her he said, “Take heart, daughter; your faith has made you well.” And the woman was made well from that moment. 23 When Jesus came to the leader’s house and saw the flute players and the crowd making a commotion, 24 he said, “Go away, for the girl is not dead but sleeping.” And they laughed at him. 25 But when the crowd had been put outside, he went in and took her by the hand, and the girl got up. 26 And the report of this spread through all of that district.
P:  The Gospel of the Lord.  C:  Praise to you, O Christ.                                                                                                                                
SERMON                                                                                                                  Rev. Jeremiah Smith

Please stand as you are able  

+HYMN OF THE DAY:   COME AS YOU ARE      
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APOSTLE’S CREED                                                                                                                                                   WA:  Let us confess the faith using the words of the Apostle’s Creed.
C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.


PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                                                                                                                   WA:  Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of the world.  (a brief silence)
WA:  God of mercy, you call us to a life filled with acts of mercy. Ground us in following Christ, that we might extend the mercy we receive. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
WA:  God of the nations, you promise to deliver those who call on you. Bring an end to conflict, bigotry, and injustice in all their forms wherever they are found.  God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
WA: God of comfort, you provide for those in need. Bring an end to addiction. Comfort people as they mourn. Provide tenderly for those in need.  We pray especially for those we name aloud or in the silence of our hearts….    God of grace, C: hear our prayer.  


WA:  God of blessings, you send the Holy Spirit to provide varieties of gifts in the body of Christ. Accompany those who travel this summer, make our gatherings joyous, and grant us a spirit of hospitality and togetherness.  God of grace, C: hear our prayer.

WA:  God of life, we give you thanks for saints whose lives revealed your faithfulness.  May remembering their faithfulness strengthen our own.  God of grace, C: hear our prayer.                                                  

WA: Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Saviour.  C: Amen.

PEACE 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.    C: And also with you.

MEAL - God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ
OFFERING  We are grateful to those who help sustain our mission. To donate online, please use QR code:
[image: ][image: ]




        	
+ OFFERING PRAYER 
WA:  Let us pray together:  
C:  Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.  Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance.  We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.  Amen.

 + OFFERTORY SONG:   LET THE VINEYARDS BE FRUITFUL  ELW #184
(printed next page) 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING    
P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  You reveal your glory as the glory of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit: equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God, ever to be adored in your eternal glory.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

HOLY HOLY HOLY   ELW SETTING 10    (p. 207)
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

P:  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER  
P:  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen.

INVITATION TO THE TABLE  
At Parkside Lutheran Church we have an open table. We believe the invitation to receive comes from Jesus himself and all are welcome at Christ’s table. More than just Bread and Wine these are tangible signs of God’s love for you! If you do not wish to receive communion but would like a blessing, come forward and cross your arms over your chest. The Pastor will give you a blessing before you return to your seat via the side aisle. You’ll receive a communion wafer* in your hands. You may dip it in the cup of wine or juice.  When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say:   “The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.” 
 and each person may respond : Amen       
*Please let Pastor know if you need a gluten-free wafer 
P:  Heaven has come near.  Come, share in the feast!


THE COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 


COMMUNION SONG   ELW SETTING 10 (p. 208)  
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COMMUNION SONG:    LET US BREAK BREAD TOGETHER   ELW # 471    
 (printed next page)
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COMMUNION SONG:    SANCTUARY
[image: ]

POST COMMUNION BLESSING
P: The Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in God's grace.  C: Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
WA: Let us pray together.  
C: Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.  Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.  We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.  Amen.

SENDING - God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING
P. Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, + one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always. C.  Amen

SENDING HYMN:    JOYFUL, JOYFUL, WE ADORE THEE                         ELW #836                                      
[image: ]

ELW MUSIC LICENSED FROM SUNDAYS & SEASONS, AUGSBURG FORTRESS   CCLI MUSIC LICENSE # 11440069 , CCLI STREAMING LICENSE#21835523 DO NOT DUPLICATE ANY MUSIC OR LITURGY HEREIN WITHOUT LICENSE AND PERMISSION
SCRIPTURE READINGS ADAPTED AND WRITTEN BY SUSAN LUKEY
DISMISSAL AND POSTLUDE
P: Parkside Lutheran Church is rediscovering the radical love of Jesus.
C: Gathering All, Serving All, Caring for All
P:  Heaven has come near.  Go, share the good news!
C:  Thanks be to God.  


PARKSIDE STAFF:
• The Rev.  Jeremiah Smith: prjeremiahpsmith@gmail.com
• Kris Pope & Suzanne Gracie, Admin. Assistants (Church Office): parksidelutheran@gmail.com
• Mike Hooker, Music Director: mrhooker@me.com
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: M/T/R 10:00am-3:00pm   (716)836-1361  

	[bookmark: _Hlk199838728]Acolytes:
	
	Worship Assistants

	6/7 – Chris & Katie
	
	6/7 – Susan

	6/14 – Genevieve & Emmet
	
	6/14 – Vince

	Readers:
	
	Ushers:

	6/7 – Marlene
	
	6/7 – Joanne, Kathy, Gary

	6/14 - Jose
	
	6/14 – Sue, Tom, Zack



Coming up: 
June 14th – Congregational Meeting, after Worship
June 17th – Brewing Theology 7pm – 
*NEW LOCATION* Nowhere Lounge on Delaware Kenmore 
June 28th – Pride Sunday Worship Service

[bookmark: _Hlk211943654]Visit our website for more information about these and other Events at Parkside – www.parksidelutheran.org/events
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O wan-der-er, come home; You're mnot too far.
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rest for the wea-ry. rest that en-dures. Earth has no sor-row that Heav-en can't
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or click on the “GIVE” link on our  website:   www.parksparksidelutheran.org  
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Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful

Offering Song
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Let the vine-yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of
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we may be fed with the bread of life. Gath-er the hopes and dreams of
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all; u - nite them with the prayers we of - fer. Grace our ta - ble
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b. 1927
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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who comes in  the name of the  Lord. Ho-
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1 O Lambof God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lambof God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lambof God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our  lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.
e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.
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Let Us Break Bread Together
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1 Let us break bread to - geth-er on our knees;
2 Let us drink wine to - geth-er on our knees;
3 Let us praise God to - geth-er on our knees;
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let us  break bread to - geth-er on our knees.
let us drink wine to - geth-er on our knees.
let wus praise God to - geth-er on our knees.
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When 1 fall on my knees, with my face to the ris - ing
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sun, (0] Lord, have mer-cy on me.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: BREAK BREAD TOGETHER, African American spiritual
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I Joy - ful, joy - ful we a - dore thee, God of glo-ry, Lord of love!
2 All thy works with joy sur-round thee,earth and heav’'n re - flect thy rays,
3 Thouart giv - ing and for - giv - ing, ev - er bless-ing, ev - er blest,
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Hearts un - fold like flow’rs be-fore thee, prais-ing thee, their sun  a - bove.

stars and an-gels sing a-round thee, cen-ter of un - bro - ken praise.
well-spring of the  joy of liv - ing, o-cean-depth of hap - py rest!
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Melt the clouds of sin and sad - ness,drive the gloom of doubt a - way.

Field and for - est,

vale

and moun-tain, flow-’ry mead-ow, flash-ing sea,

Thou our Fa - ther, Christ our broth-er, all who live in love are thine;
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Giv - er of im - mor - tal glad-ness, fill us with the light of day.

chant-ing bird, and flow-ing foun-tain call us to re - joice in thee.

teach us how to love each oth - er, lift us to the joy di-vine!

Text: Henry van Dyke, 18521922
Music: HYMN TO JOY. Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770-1827. adapt.
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