"Remember How the Good News Perseveres"
Galatians 6:6-10
Good Morning Beloved,
· Some plant… 
1. Zinnia: Bright, daisy-like flowers that thrive in heat and are great for cutting.
2. Marigold: Fast-growing, pest-deterrent, and reliable in sunny beds.
3. Cosmos: Delicate, feathery foliage that produces abundant blooms even in poor soil.
4. Sunflower: Tall, dramatic focal points that produce edible seeds
· Others plant…
1.  Kudzu (Pueraria montana): Known as "the plant that ate the South," this aggressive perennial vine grows rapidly, blanketing and killing trees and shrubs.
2. Cogongrass (Imperata cylindrica): A highly invasive perennial grass that crowds out native vegetation and is classified as a federal and state noxious weed.
3. Tropical Soda Apple (Solanum viarum): An invasive shrub with prickly stems and leaves that produces mottled, golf-ball-sized fruit. It is toxic to livestock and poses a major agricultural threat.
4. Chinese Privet (Ligustrum sinense): A woody, evergreen shrub that dominates understories in Alabama forests and woodlands.
· Some plant seeds for destruction…
· Pro. 22:8 - Whoever sows injustice will reap calamity,
    and the rod of his fury will fail.
· Pro. 16:28 -  A perverse man sows strife, and a whisperer separates close friends
· Some plants seeds for life…
· Pro. 11:18 - The wicked earns deceptive wages, but one who sows righteousness gets a sure reward.
· Simple words…
· If you plant an apple seed… you don’t get a banana.
· If you plant poison ivy… you don’t get blueberries.
· There were two kinds of seeds being sown in a community.
· One seed… did not seem that bad… in fact many religious people started to plant that seed.
· It was the seed of unbelief… that based performance as the means of getting acceptance.
· This led to a noxious weed turning a garden in a barren desert.
· Gal. 5:19ff - Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these.
· But there was another seed that was good.
· Paul planted the seed of the gospel.
· 1 Cor. 9:16 For if I preach the gospel, that gives me no ground for boasting. For necessity is laid upon me. Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel! 
· Today we are celebrating that the good seed of the gospel is bearing fruit.


Reading of God’s Word 
6 Let the one who is taught the word share all good things with the one who teaches. 7 Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also reap. 8 For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life. 9 And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up. 10 So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of faith.
 



Preaching God’s Word
1. The Seeds of Destruction
a. The ultimate seed of destruction is in verse 7.
i. Clear command… 7 Do not be deceived: 
ii. Clear promise… God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also reap. 
b. [bookmark: _GoBack]Three reminders… for those who “turn up their nose” at God.
i. #1 – Goliath – the warrior
1. 1 Sam. 16 - 43 And the Philistine said to David, “Am I a dog, that you come to me with sticks?” And the Philistine cursed David by his gods. 44 The Philistine said to David, “Come to me, and I will give your flesh to the birds of the air and to the beasts of the field.” 45 Then David said to the Philistine, “You come to me with a sword and with a spear and with a javelin, but I come to you in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 46 This day the Lord will deliver you into my hand, and I will strike you down and cut off your head. And I will give the dead bodies of the host of the Philistines this day to the birds of the air and to the wild beasts of the earth, that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel, 47 and that all this assembly may know that the Lord saves not with sword and spear. For the battle is the Lord's, and he will give you into our hand.”
ii. #2 – Herod – the king
1. Acts 12 - 20 Now Herod was angry with the people of Tyre and Sidon, and they came to him with one accord, and having persuaded Blastus, the king's chamberlain, they asked for peace, because their country depended on the king's country for food. 21 On an appointed day Herod put on his royal robes, took his seat upon the throne, and delivered an oration to them. 22 And the people were shouting, “The voice of a god, and not of a man!” 23 Immediately an angel of the Lord struck him down, because he did not give God the glory, and he was eaten by worms and breathed his last. 24 But the word of God increased and multiplied.
iii. #3 – Death – the terrorist
1. 1 Cor. 15 - 42 So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; what is raised is imperishable. 43 It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness; it is raised in power. 44 It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body. 45 Thus it is written, “The first man Adam became a living being”; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. 46 But it is not the spiritual that is first but the natural, and then the spiritual. 47 The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven. 48 As was the man of dust, so also are those who are of the dust, and as is the man of heaven, so also are those who are of heaven. 49 Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the man of heaven.
c. Point:  If you are here today and you do not yet see the seeds of destruction… for those who mock God…
i. That is exactly what Asaph said in Psalm 73…
1. He saw the wicked prospering…
a. Goliath was sleek.
b. Herod was safe.
c. Death was relentless.
i. But he went to the sanctuary of the Lord (vs. 17)…
2. And concluded this..
a.  26 My flesh and my heart may fail,
    but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.
b. 27 For behold, those who are far from you shall perish;
    you put an end to everyone who is unfaithful to you.
28 But for me it is good to be near God;
    I have made the Lord God my refuge,
    that I may tell of all your works.
d. Application… pluck out… weed out the seeds of destruction that poison your relationship with God and others.
i. John Stott wonderfully says…
1. “To ‘sow to the flesh’ is to pander to it, to cosset, cuddle and stroke it, instead of crucifying it. 
2. The seeds we sow are largely thoughts and deeds. 
a. Every time we allow our mind to harbour a grudge, nurse a grievance, entertain an impure fantasy, or wallow in self-pity, we are sowing to the flesh. 
b. Every time we linger in bad company whose insidious influence we know we cannot resist, 
c. every time we lie in bed when we ought to be up and praying, 
d. every time we read pornographic literature, 
e. every time we take a risk which strains our self-control, 
i. we are sowing, sowing, sowing to the flesh. 
f. Some Christians sow to the flesh every day and wonder why they do not reap holiness. 
g. Holiness is a harvest; whether we reap it or not depends almost entirely on what and where we sow.”
e. Why would we ever pluck out the seeds of destruction by faith?
i. 
2. The Sight of the Divine
a. Why should you WANT to live under the ever-watchful eye of God?
i. Because the scriptures teach that IN CHRIST… God is Your FATHER.
ii. Because the scriptures teach that In CHRST… GOD is your SEAL.
b. 6 Let the one who is taught the word share all good things with the one who teaches. 
i. The word “catechism” draws from the terms used here.
1. As Lord is the faithful sower who will bring about the end-times harvest…
a. The Church supports the work through tangible gifts that reflect the partnership that all have in the gospel ministry.
c. 8 For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life. 
i. Is this verse refuting everything that has just gone before it?
1. If we do the “right” work… we reap / “earn” eternal life?
ii. No… 
1. It is clarifying the wonderful sealing work of the Holy Spirit and the sustaining goodness of His presence.
a. Ryken – “Sowing to the Spirit means living for Christ in every area of life. Every time we think a thought, speak a word, or perform a deed, we plant a seed.  Every time we think, say, or do anything for the glory of God, we are sowing to his Spirit.”
d. POINT:  Brothers and sisters… financially contributing to the support of the gospel is both a duty and privilege when we remember that God is our Father.
i. Brothers and sisters… eternal life is not just a future destination… it is the present reality of all those who rest and receive the gospel of Jesus Christ.
e. Transition:  Therefore… do not lose heart!
3. The Spirit of Diligence
a. 9 And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up. 10 So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of faith.
i. It is amazing how fast Kudzu can grow… it is amazing how fast envy… greed… anger… and lust can permeate the mind.
1. Beloved… be diligent to keep your heart and mind in the truth of the Gospel.
a. As the Word of God says…
i. James 5:7ff -  Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late rains. 8 You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand.
4. Conclusion
a. The wisdom of sowing to the Spirit is based on this fruit, Beloved.
i. 1 Cor. 15:20ff - 20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21 For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead.
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