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June, 2026… Pastor’s Corner…Rev. John Bright
THE EIGHT CORE VALUES
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In John 4, Jesus meets with the Samaritan woman at the well.  His disciples return from buying food and see her leaving.  They have this exchange with Jesus: John 4:31-35  “31 In the meantime His disciples urged Him, saying, “Rabbi, eat.”
32 But He said to them, “I have food to eat of which you do not know.”
33 Therefore the disciples said to one another, “Has anyone brought Him anything to eat?”
34 Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work. 35 Do you not say, ‘There are still four months and then comes the harvest’? Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for they are already white for harvest!”

I believe we are walking into a season of great harvest.  This is a movement in the spirit realm.  Will you participate in the harvest?

On the back wall of the sanctuary, there is a growing mosaic of names/initials of folks for whom we are praying to be saved.  I have placed one of my brothers on that wall, along 
with a young man from Bon Air Correctional.  Others are placing family members on that wall.  I’m calling it “God’s Great Harvest” wall.  Please add cards to the wall.  Please pray for the precious folks represented on those cards.  I invite you to stop, lay hands on those cards, and join me in travailing for the lost.

Here is a prayer for folks you know who are not saved and following Jesus: Prayer for __________________ – Draw, Bind, Break, Open, put the person’s name into each blank space.

Heavenly Father, Your Holy Word declares in John 6:44 – “No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him…”  
I believe you are drawing ________________ to Yourself.  It does not matter where she/he is right now – it matters that you want _______________________ to walk with You.  Draw ________________________ closer to You, Lord.
God of all creation, bind the work of the enemy toward _______________________. I pray as Mark 3:27 instructs.  I bind the strong man and seek to plunder his house.  Any hold the enemy has on ____________________ is released in the name of Jesus.
As I pray this right now, I fight for __________________________.  2 Corinthians 10:4 reminds me that I do not fight with physical weapons.  My weapons are in the spirit realm and have the power to destroy strongholds.  If there is any stronghold set up against _____________________,  I speak the name of Jesus Christ over it.  I pray in the power of the Holy Spirit for all chains and bondages to be broken so that ______________________ will walk in freedom.
Jesus, who came as the Light of all humanity, we read in 2 Corinthians 4:4 that men today have been blinded to Your Light and Your Glory.  Open the eyes of ___________________ and deliver him/her from every deception of the evil one.  
May these prayers be answered this day! In Jesus’ name, Amen.
My prayer: Jesus, open our eyes to the ever-growing harvest of souls in these days.  Give us a hunger to intercede for those who are lost.  Especially, help us to travail for our loved ones who wander far from you and your amazing grace.  Amen.

Serving the Great Shepherd,
Pastor John

SERMON TITLE AND SCRIPTURE FOR JUNE, 2026

6/7/26		Communion/Series:  Letters of John
			1 John 2:3-6
			Sermon: “Walk the Walk”

6/14/26		Series:  Letters of John
			1 John 2:7-11
			Sermon: “Hate:  The Word We Hate”
			Healing Service at 2:00 P.M.

6/21/26		Series:  Letters of John/Father’s Day
			1 John 2:12-14
			“Blessed Assurance” 
                  
                          6/28/26            Celebrating 250th Year of United States
                                                     Building on A Foundation of Faith
                                                     Romans 13:1	 

    [image: ]          HAPPY BIRTHDAY-JUNE, 2026  
Paul Miller		  June 3rd		Randy Welch		June 14th  
Bonnie Leffingwell  June 7th 	 	William Miller        June 22nd 	
Hilda Rose		  June 9th 		Judy Walker		June 22nd  
			

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY-JUNE, 2026
 Connie and Guy Madison	June 9th 
   Patrice and Carl Moore      June 23rd



FOR YOUR INFORMATION…
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   2026 Vacation Bible School

We are in need of some teenager volunteers for our VBS Program "Rainforest Falls: Exploring the Nature of God".   Our VBS will be held the week of July 20-24 from 9:00 a.m. until 12 noon.   If you know of any young people that could help, please let me know - Janet Benford (804) 543-7235.  Thanks!

MISSIONS AND MINISTRIES
One of the principal ministries of the church’s Missions Team constitutes financial and volunteer support to assist local residents in distress. Known locally simply as “FISH,” but what is it and what do they do?

Eastern Henrico FISH Inc. (FISH) has served local residents encountering financial difficulties with emergency rent, mortgage and utility assistance since 1972. It is a 501(c)3 organization founded by local churches to centralize the delivery of emergency assistance to families residing in the eastern portion of Henrico County. At its core, this is neighbor helping neighbor.

FISH’s Mission: To centralize the delivery of emergency services by providing financial assistance, food, clothing, information, and referral to residents of eastern Henrico County, thereby reducing an immediate threat of homelessness.

A primary fund-raising event for FISH is an annual Spring Yard Sale. Just a few weeks ago your Mission Team volunteers provided much needed labor this year at the Village Presbyterian Church, host of the yard sale.

The Mission Team held its May meeting and voted to give $ 500 to Good Neighbor Village and the remaining May tithe to Varina Food Pantry.
THE LADIES OF LAUREL HILL will meet on Tuesday, June 9th, at 10:30 A.M. to discuss plans for Father’s Day.  After the meeting we will have lunch at Jason’s Deli across from Willow Lawn.  Hope you can join us!
GAME DAY…We will continue with our Game Day activities in the Fall.  We have had a lot of fun and hope you will join us when we begin again.


[image: Ichthys]FISH NEWS:                             		                                    

Many thanks to all who helped with the FISH yard sale.  Our total proceeds were $6463.73.  We are delighted with this result.  We had a little rain Thursday afternoon that stopped everything for a couple hours but the weather cleared, the sun came out and people returned.   God is good.

FISH is in desperate need of children’s clothes. If you have any to donate, bring it to church and Pam will deliver it to FISH.  

Year to date FISH has given direct financial assistance to 19 households with 24 adults and 10 children. We have given inkind assistance including 142 bags of food, and 412 clothing and household items to 20 households with 26 adults and 14 children. Please remind people that we have a food pantry and a clothes closet.  They can call the FISH help line at (804) 257-7730 to learn how we can help.

FISH will have a spirit day in June at Roma’s and in July at Mexico Restaurant.  No date has been set yet so please watch the bulletin for more details.

  [image: Canned Beef Stew Taste Test: Is Dinty ...]                                                               [image: Free Backpacks and Free School Supplies ...]
Items to collect for the following months
June = canned stew
July = bookbags (any school supplies)
August = School Supplies
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When You Ask for Prayer, 
Something Holy Has Already Happened

Bud Simon — May 19, 2026


I’ve noticed something over the years.

Many people don’t avoid prayer because they don’t believe.
They avoid prayer because they’re not sure their faith is enough.

They wonder:

What if nothing happens?
What will people think?
Does this mean something is wrong with me?

So instead of stepping forward…
they stay where they are.

But what if we’ve misunderstood something important?

In this week’s blog, I unpack a simple truth I’ve seen again and again:

Asking for prayer is already an expression of faith.

Not a weak one.
Not an incomplete one.

A real one.

When someone comes forward for prayer, they’re not presenting their faith for evaluation.
They’re acting on it.

That movement toward God—
that step, that moment, that quiet “I need help”—
is something the Holy Spirit has already initiated.

And it matters more than we think.

In this post, I walk through:

Why asking for prayer can feel harder than we admit

What the Gospels actually show about faith and healing
Why Jesus never shamed people for “not having enough faith”
How shame quietly keeps people from receiving prayer
And how we can create environments where people feel safe to respond

Because here’s what I’ve learned:

Faith isn’t something we measure.
It’s something we move with.

And when someone moves toward God, even in a small way…
something holy is already happening.

“Great is the Lord, who delights in blessing his servant with peace!”
Psalm 35:27








WEEKDAY SCHOOL NEWS:
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ATTENTION EVERYONE: Summer is entering the atmosphere!  By the time you read this newsletter, we would have completed the last week of the current school year and started the summer program. Enrollment for our summer program is just about at capacity, and we are truly thankful for this blessing of completing another year of operation. 

SPECIAL REQUEST:
If anyone has experience making birdhouses, knitting, crocheting or other crafty items, and can help the students for a brief period this summer, please call me. I’m trying to bring back the art of making things. My goal is to give the students some substantial that they will remember from our summer camp-like program.

[image: ]to all the dads of the Weekday School and Church. We love you and pray that you have an enjoyable Fathers’ Day and year.[image: ]

Margo Keeles, Director
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