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Intro: 

Read Matthew 13:24-30&36-43. 

As we continue today preaching thru the parables a lot of my information and quotes come from a book called “principles in the parables” by Dr. Kenny Kuykendall. 

If you haven’t gotten a copy of that book I recommend you buy it and read it, it’s very good matter of fact all his books are amazing buy all of them!

This is our 4th parable and 4th message as we have already seen the parable of the sower and the seed, the parable of the Good Samaritan, the parable of the rich fool, and today we are gonna dive into the parable of the wheat and tares. 

I’m quoting Dr. Kuykendall closely related to the parable of the sower and the seed this parable was given to the multitude of people but Jesus explained it privately to His disciples. 

This parable was given to distinguish the difference between the children of the kingdom and the children of the devil. Even though they are at the same place at the same time, there is a difference that can only be detected in the fruit they produce. 

God wants us to be authentic in our relationship with Him. Like the tares, there are many who have the right appearance, but are not genuinely the children of the kingdom. 

In the parable of the sower and the seed there was only one soil that the seed took root and produced that was the good soil all other three soils didn’t last. 

Here both seeds take root and grow together and the only difference is when it becomes harvest time can the wheat and the tare be separated  by the fruit of the plant. 

This parable is about saved and lost but both plants represent religious people. 

There’s many religious people today but they’ve yet came to a relationship with Jesus that has transformed them from a tare to a wheat. 

The Bible teaches us it’s by grace thru faith that we have salvation but here’s the deal if the grace of God that saved you doesn’t change you your probably not saved.

The hardest people to see come to Jesus are religious and church folks. They are raised around church and they know the stuff but never come to a conclusion they need to be born again. 

Salvation isn’t based on how long you’ve been going to church, who your family is, your last name, your status, or anything else.

To be saved God has to draw you and convict you and you have to come to a heart knowledge that believes you need Jesus and repent and turn to Jesus and surrender your life to Him. That’s salvation. 

Not a repeat a prayer after me to get your get of hell of free card. 

Once again works won’t save you but works are strong evidence with LOVE that you know Jesus. 

If you got saved just to escape hell you have missed the point entirely we get saved and give our hearts to Jesus because we realize how we need a savior for our sins but also a life that was created to fellowship with the creator of life that’s Jesus a relationship here now on earth as it is in heaven.  

So many people throw the word Christian around loosely. 

When they were first called Christians in the book of acts at Antioch it was because of they way they was living and telling others about Jesus. 

The Bible says in Acts 11:26. 

The word Christian in Greek means a follower of Christ. 

The English definition of Christian means a believer in Christianity, an individual who seeks to live his or her life according to the principles and values taught by Jesus Christ.

Here in the South we add being a Christian to our lives like a add on to a car or a special feature or upgrade but in other countries to be a Christian is a whole other lifestyle of surrender and sacrifice. In other countries it’s illegal to be a Christian and to serve God. Here in America we have the freedom to be all we can be for Jesus but most people never truly sell out for Jesus with their lives. 

Todays message isn’t to beat you up or to put you down I hope and pray no message that’s every preached in this pulpit would ever do that. 

However the Lord told me to preach thru the parables on Sunday mornings during the summer and this is one that the Holy Spirit said in my heart to preach and to preach today.

I hope and pray everyone of you are saved and are in God’s will for your lives but if your not please put your pride away and give your heart to Jesus today and let him radically change your life and watch your desires and dreams all change for the glory of God. 

Once again this message isn’t to scare you or make you think your not saved this message is being preached because it’s in the word of God and Jesus taught it and it applies just as much today as it did then. 

Once again you can’t work your way to heaven but Jesus says here in the parable the plant is known by its fruit at harvest time and harvest time is coming for all of us one day in the near future. 

Let’s dive into 5 evidences that will show all of us if we are wheat or a tare? 

Am I A Wheat Or A Tare By The Evidence Of My Faith- Verses 24-25. 
Verse 24-
The kingdom of heaven and the kingdom of God are interchangeable words Jesus uses thru the gospel accounts.
The man here is Jesus.
The seed is Christians. 
The field here is the world. 
As Christians we are in the world but we aren’t supposed to be part of this world we belong to another world we are just passing thru this world doing His will. 
Verse 25-
The enemy here is Satan. 
The tares are Satan’s children.
The wheat are God’s children. 
God is light and works during the day. 
Satan is darkness and he works at night. 
I’m quoting Dr. Kuykendall-
When you consider the time in which the tares were sown, you will have a better understanding of the tactics of the enemy. 
The Lord said they was planted while men slept. This gives us an idea of when and how the devil likes to work. 
His work is accomplished in times of darkness and disconnect.
The enemy worked in the time of darkness. 
The sower, or the Son of Man, worked openly in the daytime. He had nothing to hide and nothing to keep secret. He planted his children in the world and left them behind to produce a fruitful and abundant harvest. 
The enemy however works in the night time. 
We are living in a time of spiritual darkness and deception. The religious ambiguity that fills are our churches from week to week speaks of the work of Satan. Our nation has embraced the erroneous doctrines of humanism, agnosticism, atheism, and new ageism.
We have became tolerant of false religions such as Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, and Taoism. 
The occult, astrology, and black magic infiltrate the minds of this generation at an alarming rate. 
To say the least it has become dark in this generation. This is the period of when Satan likes to work, this is when he sows tares among the wheats. 
It is also a time of disconnect. 
The Lord said the enemy came while men slept.
The enemy had more clearance into the field because he came at a time while men were disconnected from their labor. 
I’m still quoting Dr. Kuykendall-
Spiritual lethargy runs rampant throughout Christendom.
There has never been a more watered down version of the Truth in our church’s.
Fanciful and sacrilegious messages proclaimed from week to week by pulpiteers who have compromised and bowed down to the gods of materialism, worldliness, and carnality. 
When men become disconnected from the work of God, the enemy has more leeway to attack the harvest. 

Application Question: What and where does your faith take you everyday? 

Am I A Wheat Or A Tare By The Evidence Of My Fruit- Verse 26. 
Verse 26-
As the wheat grew so did the tares together.
I’m quoting Dr. Kuykendall-
Once the enemy made his way into the field, he continued his work of deception by planting tares. 
These tares were sown among the wheat.
Therefore, as the harvest began to grow, it initially appeared as though the field would produce an abundant crop.
The problem was soon realized by the servants as they noticed the development of the crop.
We sense a theme of authenticity throughout this parable.
Although the tares were amongst the wheat their nature was completely different.
Being at the right place at the right time with the right appearance does not constitute authenticity.
There are many children of the wicked one among God’s people who work feverishly to bring division, deception, and destruction. 
These tares were actually rye grass known as “bearded darnel”.
Although they initially had the  appearance of wheat, they were soon identified after the wheat began to fan.
The growth and development of the harvest exposed the true identity of the tares. 
The tare hosts a smut fungus that releases poisonous gas. Although it cannot destroy the wheat, it can bring decease and death to animals and even humans who are deceived into consuming it. 
Without any doubt there are tares among God’s people. 
They have just enough to show about them to deceive many, but underneath, they are wolves in sheep’s clothing.
They have but one desire, that is to bring harm to the work of the Lord. 
They host a spirit that’s not godly and can release danger and destruction at an untimely moment.
I’m quoting pastor Jack Gibbs he says the devil uses unstable, unholy, divisive, unfruitful, self seeking souls to be tares among the wheat especially in an environment where truth is proclaimed. 
Tares like to tear down God’s work. 
The apostle John told us what a child of God looks like and a child of the devil looks like. 
The Bible says in 1 John 3:7-11. 
We will never be completely like what God wants us to be until we get a glorified body but we should have the evidence of love in our hearts and want to strive to be all we can be for God now.
We use the excuse I’ll be perfect so we don’t even try to live like Jesus.
Jesus even said on the sermon on the mount to be perfect.
The Bible says in Matthew 5:48.
The word perfect here means brought to its end, finished, full grown, adult, of full age, mature, complete. 

Application Question: Right now what does your fruit look like?

Am I A Wheat Or A Tare By The Evidence Of My Facts- Verse 27. 
Verse 27-
The sower knew what the enemy had done. 
The servants were the one who didn’t know the enemy had done this.
You and I as servants need to understand that these tares are real and the only way you can know them is by the Lord already telling us about them in the word of God. 
Tares are attached to false doctrine and false teaching. 
Tares run from sound teaching and conviction of the word of God.
Tares never take the word for themselves and look in the mirror. 
The Bible has warned us over and over about false teachers and false teaching and false brethren.
See in my last point I pointed out what a tare is and in this point I want you to see the warning God gives us. 
See Satan is a counterfeiter.
Tares produce a counterfeit gospel and are attracted to a false gospel.
The Bible says in 2 Peter 2:1-3. 
The Bible says in Jude 1:4.
The Bible says in 1 Timothy 4:1-2. 
The Bible says in 2 Timothy 3:1-7. 
The Bible says in Galatians 1:6-9. 
The word accursed here in the Greek is Anathema Maranatha which means a thing set up or laid by in order to be kept, a man accursed, devoted to the direst of woes. 
Talks about even if an angel comes…
Satan has his own ministers as well angels of light.
The Bible says in 2 Corinthians 11:13-15. 
Also many false religions have been started because an angel or an angelic encounter came to someone and they started a religion…
Mormonism.
Started in 1820 Joseph Smith said God and Jesus Christ appeared to him and by an angel.
Islam.  
The prophet Muhammad around 600 ad claimed the angel Gabriel came to him. 
Jehovah's Witness. 
Started in 1870 they teach that Jesus is actually Michael the archangel. 
There’s many more false religions out there.
But those 3 are huge in numbers of people who believe in it. 

Application Question: Do you know the truth of the word of God enough to have discernment of false teachers?

Am I A Wheat Or A Tare By The Evidence Of My Fellowship- Verses 28-30.  
Verse 28-
Jesus knows the enemy has planted the tares.
Verse 29-
Instead of uprooting the tares Jesus said let them grow together at end of the age they’ll be separated.
You and I need to know the word of God good enough to know who’s a tare or a wheat also.
The Bible says in Acts 17:11. 
The Bible says in 1 John 4:1-3. 
Be a wheat and let God deal with the tares but just be careful enough to recognize them. 
Just because the wheat and the tares are together in the field doesn’t mean that the tares change the wheat. 
We are to be light and a witness. 
Tares also are counterfeit Christians or false brethren. 
The Bible says in 1 Corinthians 5:9-11. 
The Bible says in 2 Corinthians 6:14. 
The Bible says in 2 Corinthians 11:26. 

Application Question: Who’s influencing you? God’s people or lost people? 

Am I A Wheat Or A Tare By The Evidence Of My Future- Verses 30&39-43. 
Tares also have a counterfeit righteousness. 
The Bible says in Romans 10:1-3.
The Bible says in Matthew 7:21-23. 
The Bible says in Revelation 20:11-15. 
Tares are burned but the wheat is barned. 

Illustration: When harvest time comes the wheat bows down and the tares keep growing straight up. The wheat inside is full of fruit for harvest but the tares inside are empty and hollow…

Application Question: Are you a wheat or a tare? 











