

CrossRoads Community Church
Sermon Summary Sheet, Week of May 31, 2026
“This We Believe,” “Part 15: (Letting Go of) An Uncertain Conviction,” 1 Corinthians 15: 20-23

INTRODUCTION:  Today we continue our series dealing with two things that shape the entire Christian life: What we believe… and what we leave (let go of). Today’s statement from the Apostles’ Creed is: “I believe in the Resurrection of the Body.”
Which means we let go of thinking “maybe there’s a resurrection” to certainty in that fact, which influences how we live until that time that the Lord calls us home.

1.  SIGNIFICANT EVIDENCE 
“But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep”
	                 									1 Corinthians 15: 20

· Specific Eyewitnesses – Mark 16: 1, 5-8
· Several Encounters – 1 Corinthians 15: 3-6 
· Skeptics Effected – 1 Corinthians 15: 7-8
· Suffering Endured – Acts 5: 40-42

2.  SALVATION ENCOUNTER
“For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive.  But each one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who are Christ’s at His coming.”	                 												1 Corinthians 15: 22-23

· Will of the Father – John 6:40
· Work of the Father  – 1 Peter 1:3, Romans 6:4
· With the Father - Romans 6:5, Phil. 3:10, 1 Thessalonians 4: 16-18

3.  SHARED EXPERIENCE
“And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life,
some to shame and everlasting contempt.”
											Daniel 12:2
· Biblical Conditions – John 5: 28-29
· Belief and Conscience – Acts 24:15-16
· Burial or Cremation? – Genesis 3:!9

CONCLUSION
Today we confess with the Apostles' Creed, "I believe in the resurrection of the body." This confession is not wishful thinking. It is not positive thinking. It is not merely a comforting tradition handed down through the centuries. It is grounded in a historical fact: Jesus Christ rose from the dead. Because Christ lives, death does not have the final word.  Because Christ lives, every believer possesses a future that extends beyond the cemetery and into eternity.  Therefore, we should live in this hope, as Paul expressed in Romans 8:23 – “…we also who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our body.
This means living with certainty of that conviction – “I believe in the resurrection of the body.”

