Pastor’s Message			“In the Beginning…”
Why are we talking about the creation of the universe on Trinity Sunday? You’ll see…
Today we heard that in the beginning, God created. God created the heavens and the earth, which we are told were formless as if in complete chaos. 
That sounds familiar to me with the chaos in our world today, but the kind of chaos the Bible is referring to isn't a man-made kind of chaos, but instead, an “unsettled” state for this earthly body. I imagine it to be similar to a loosely packed snowball that would fall apart with the lightest toss. Thus, God set about forming a stable planet for us.
God continued creating throughout what we call the first week of creation by forming the sun, moon and stars, and the waters of the sky, sea and streams. God then filled those waters with fish and amazing sea creatures that Shane and I enjoy visiting when we snorkel. 
But that’s not all! God also created plants! Edible plants and poisonous plants, beautiful plants and strange looking plants and trees of every kind. God created the birds of the air (and of the ground), insects and land animals of every size.
All of this creating sounds exhausting! Just imagine all of the forethought God put into each one of these creations. My wee little human brain cannot begin to comprehend how God formed the cells of plants, let alone the cells of living creatures! But yet, here we all are! Because we are the last item on God’s “To Do” list before he rested.
And, when God created man and woman, what did God say? God said,  “Let us make humans in our image, according to our likeness…” Who was God talking to? Who is “us” and “our”? God was speaking to Godself! Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Let us not forget that according to the beginning of John’s Gospel as he referred to Jesus, he said, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was in the beginning with God.  All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being.”
And where was the Holy Spirit in all of this? He was back in verse two from the book of Genesis: “the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters”. 
The Trinity was present and active in the creation of the universe and in our own individual creation.  
All of this creation talk reminds me of an anecdote I heard a long time ago. It goes like this:
God was sitting in heaven one day when a scientist said to Him..."God, we don't NEED you anymore. Science has finally figured out a way to create life out of NOTHING - in other words, we can now do what YOU did in the beginning."
Intrigued, God said, "Oh, is that so? Please explain..." 
The Scientist replied, "Well, we can take dirt and form it into the likeness of... YOU... and breathe life into it! Thus creating… man!"
A slight grin crossed God’s face and he said, "Well, that's very interesting... show Me." So the scientist bent down to the earth and started to mold the soil into the shape of a man...
To which, God said, "No, no, no... Get your own dirt!"
We humans think we’re pretty clever, don’t we? We think that if we are created in the image of God, that we can play God because our minds truly cannot comprehend the astounding and majestic power of God.
And, we don’t know if this angers God or if it makes God chuckle like we chuckle at a feisty Chihuahua who has “big dog attitude”. I tend to think that God isn’t bothered by us having “big dog attitude” if we aren’t doing any harm and we are still humble before God, but what about those who take that “big dog attitude” too far? What about those who create pesticides to keep insects and animals out of our crops, but pay no mind to the damage those pesticides do to the humans who eat those crops?
At some point, our “big dog attitude” will get us into trouble if we aren’t careful. Being  created in the image of God means we were designed for excellence, not to do harm. 
Our job here on earth is to be good stewards of God’s creation. God told us to, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the ground.” 
It’s a big responsibility, but not a responsibility too great for us to manage. After all, God knows our abilities and felt that this was definitely within our means. So, if we use our “big dog attitude” for good, just imagine what we can accomplish! Clean water, clean air, a safe environment for man AND beast alike.
May our Triune God bless us with not only the inspiration to do better, but with the wisdom and ability to fix what we have harmed so future generations of both man and beast may live long, healthy lives in the beauty of God’s creation. Amen. 

