
My dear brothers and sisters, how can 
you claim to have faith in our glorious 
Lord Jesus Christ if you favor some 
people over others? For example, 
suppose someone comes into your 
mee?ng dressed in fancy clothes and 
expensive jewelry, and another comes 
in who is poor and dressed in dirty 
clothes. If you give special aCen?on and 
a good seat to the rich person, but you 
say to the poor one, “You can stand 
over there, or else sit on the floor”—
well, doesn’t this discrimina?on show 
that your judgments are guided by evil 
mo?ves? Listen to me, dear brothers 
and sisters. Hasn’t God chosen the poor 

in this world to be rich in faith? Aren’t they the ones who will inherit the Kingdom he promised to those who love 
him? But you dishonor the poor! Isn’t it the rich who oppress you and drag you into court? Aren’t they the ones 
who slander Jesus Christ, whose noble name you bear? Yes indeed, it is good when you obey the royal law as 
found in the Scriptures: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” But if you favor some people over others, you are 
commiRng a sin. You are guilty of breaking the law. For the person who keeps all of the laws except one is as 
guilty as a person who has broken all of God’s laws. For the same God who said, “You must not commit adultery,” 
also said, “You must not murder.” So if you murder someone but do not commit adultery, you have s?ll broken 
the law. So whatever you say or whatever you do, remember that you will be judged by the law that sets you 
free. There will be no mercy for those who have not shown mercy to others. But if you have been merciful, God 
will be merciful when he judges you. James 2:1–13 
 

DON’T SIZE FOLKS UP 
 

1. Jesus changes the way we see people. 
People look at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart. 1 Samuel 16:7 
There is neither Jew nor Gen?le… slave nor free… male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. Gal 3:28 
 

2. The way we treat people shows our heart. 
Have you not discriminated among yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts?  James 2:4 
God does not show favori?sm. Romans 2:11 
 

3. People changed by grace give grace. 
Blessed are the merciful… Ma8hew 5:7 
Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you. Ephesians 4:32 
 

4. Real love moves toward people others overlook. 
When you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind… Luke 14:12–14 
Do nothing out of selfish ambi?on… value others above yourselves. Philippians 2:3–4 
 

Believe the Best… Speak the Best… and Do the Best for others 
 


