Day of Pentecost
May 24, 2026 + 9:30am

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER
2417 Drexel Avenue + Racine, Wisconsin 53403
(262) 634-7998
https://www.facebook.com/LCRRacine

Pentecost derives its name from the Jewish festival celebrating the harvest and the giving of the law on
Mount Sinai fifty days after Passover. Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the Holy Spirit as God’s presence
within and among us. In Acts the Spirit arrives in rushing wind and flame, bringing God’s presence to all
people. Paul reminds us that though we each have different capacities, we are unified in the Spirit that
equips us with these gifts. Jesus breathes the Holy Spirit on his disciples, empowering them to forgive sin.
We celebrate that we too are given the breath of the Holy Spirit and sent out to proclaim God’s redeeming
love to all the world.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Gathering Song “O Spirit All-Embracing” ACS# 944
Words on page 15.

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
Hymn of Praise
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Prayer of the Day

Let us pray. O God,
on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by sending into us your
Holy Spirit. Direct us by the light of that Spirit, that we may have a right
judgment in all things and rejoice at all times in your peace, through Jesus
Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.



WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading Acts 2:1-21
Pentecost was a Jewish harvest festival that marked the fiftieth day after Passover. Luke portrays the Holy Spirit
being poured out upon the disciples before the gathered and astonished people assembled in Jerusalem for the
festival. Filled with the Spirit, the disciples were able to witness to the power of Christ’s resurrection.

When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all
together in one place. 2And suddenly from heaven there came a
sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house
where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared
among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4All of them
were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other
languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.

SNow there were devout Jews from every people under heaven
living in Jerusalem. ©¢And at this sound the crowd gathered and
was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the
native language of each. 7Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are
not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we
hear, each of us, in our own native language? °Parthians, Medes,
Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia,
Pontus and Asia, 1°Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of
Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jewish-
born and proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs— in our own languages
we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12All were o
amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13But others sneered and
said, “They are filled with new wine.”

14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “You Judeans and all
who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. !5Indeed, these are not
drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16No, this is what was spoken
through the prophet Joel:

17‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your
children shall prophesy, and your youth shall see visions, and your elders shall dream dreams.
18Even upon all of my slaves, in those days I will pour out my Spirit and they shall prophesy.
19And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and
smoky mist. 20The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of
the Lord’s great and glorious day. 21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be
saved.”

At the conclusion of the reading, the Assembly responds: Thanks be to God.



Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
Send forth your Spirit and renew the face of the earth. (Ps. 104:30)

24 How manifold are your | works, O LORD!
In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full | of your creatures.
25Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too man- | y to
number, living things both | small and great.
26 There go the ships | to and fro, and Leviathan, which you made for the I sport of it.
27 All of them | look to you to give them their food | in due season.
28 You give it to them; they | gather it; you open your hand, and they are filled | with good things.
29 When you hide your face, | they are terrified;
when you take away their breath, they die and return | to their dust.
30You send forth your Spirit, and they | are created; and so you renew the face | of the earth.
31 May the glory of the LORD en- | dure forever; O LORD, rejoice in | all your works.
32You look at the earth | and it trembles; you touch the mountains | and they smoke.
331 will sing to the LORD as long | as I live; I will praise my God while I have my being.
34 May these words of | mine please God. I will rejoice | in the LORD.
35b Bless the LORD, | O my soul. Hal- | lelujah!

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13
Paul is helping the Corinthians understand the relationship between our God-given unity and Spirit-created
diversity. The Spirit creates the unity of faith and gives all Christians diverse gifts for the common benefit of
all. We need one another’s diverse spiritual gifts because the same Spirit has given them to each person for
the common good.

No one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit.

4Now there are varieties of gifts but the same Spirit, Sand there are varieties of services but the
same Lord, éand there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them
in everyone. 7To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8To one is
given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom and to another the utterance of knowledge
according to the same Spirit, 9to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the
one Spirit, 1%to another the working of powerful deeds, to another prophecy, to another the
discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of
tongues. 11All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually
just as the Spirit chooses.

12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though
many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one
body—]Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.

At the conclusion of the reading, the Assembly responds: Thanks be to God



Gospel Acclamation
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Text: Matthew 28:5; Taizé Community o o
Music: BE NOT AFRAID, Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994
Text and music © Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications. Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Gospel Announcement @
The Holy Gospel according to John. /_\/.\/‘
Glory to you, O Lord. ///\/\\4\\/\;
Gospel John 7:37-39

Jesus describes the Holy Spirit as living water, quenching the thirst of all who come to him and filling the hearts
of believers until they overflow.

370n the last day of the festival [of Booths,] the great day, while Jesus was standing [in the temple,]
he cried out, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, 38and let the one who believes in me drink.
As the scripture has said, ‘Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living water.”” 3Now he
said this about the Spirit, which believers in him were to receive, for as yet there was no Spirit
because Jesus was not yet glorified.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



Thanksgiving for Baptism
Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Merciful God,
you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us beside still waters.
We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.
We thank you for the waters that nourish us Lake Michigan, the Root River, the Fox River,
and all bodies of water.
Blessed are you.
You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys.
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.
Blessed are you.
You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.
Break down barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace.
Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new creation.
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever. Amen.

Affirmation of Baptism
Dear friends, as we have given thanks for the gift of baptism we come before God to make
public affirmation of baptism into Christ.

Let us pray. Merciful God, we thank you that you have made us your own by water and the
Word in baptism. You have called us to yourself, enlightened us with the gifts of your Spirit,
and nourished us in the community of faith. Uphold us and all your servants in the gifts and
promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth. We
ask this in the name of Christ. Amen.

[ ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
I renounce them.

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
I renounce them.

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
I renounce them.



Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.
*0r, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use.

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM
You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant
God made with you in holy baptism:

to live among God'’s faithful people,

to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper,

to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,

to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,

and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?

I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.

People of God, do you promise to support and pray for one another in your life in Christ?
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us
new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in your people the gift of
your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence both now
and forever. Amen.



Hymn of the Day “Every Time I Feel the Spirit” ACS #942
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Text: African American spiritual

Music: PENTECOST, African American spiritual; arr. Melva W. Costen, b. 1933
Arr. © 1990 Melva W. Costen, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Prayers of Intercession
The Assisting Minister leads the prayers of the people for the church, the world, and all people in need. Each
petition ends with:

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

We remember our homebound members and all who have asked for our prayers: Erna Joswig,
Joyce Owens, Dorothy Popadic, Pat Quale, Afton Hunnewell, William Schultz Jr., Bonnie Ayers, John
Falk, Carmen Falk, Mario Miranda, Lynn Hooper, Randy Weit, Aimee and Mark Hooper, Mary
Scruggs, Linda Losito, Anne Maley, Judi and Larry Krebs, and Eloise and Larry Laugen.

Sharing of the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.



MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Offering

website as well!

Your offering helps us carry on God’s mission in our community! You may place your offering
in the offering plate as it is passed, you may mail your offering to the church office, you can
even text to give by texting the amount you wish to give to 262.592.5757, then follow the
prompts. You may also scan the code to the right with your smartphone’s camera to give on
our website (www.racinelcredeemer.com). You can also sign up for automatic giving on our

Thank you for your generosity!
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Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876-1947, alt.
Music: LASST UNS ERFREUEN, Geistliche Kirchengescinge, Koln, 1623
Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Offertory Prayer
Let us pray. Merciful God,

accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a table
before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more.
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may

follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen.



Great Thanksgiving
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...

.... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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The Presiding Minister continues, the Assembly responds when prompted:
... We praise you, O God.
We praise you, O God.
... We bless you, O God.
We bless you, O God.
... We thank you, O God.
We thank you, O God.

10



... as we proclaim the mystery of faith.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. ...

The prayer concludes: Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord.

Distribution of Communion

Ifyou are worshipping with us at home, you are invited to partake in Communion as well! All you need is bread
of any kind and wine or juice of any kind. As you receive the bread: ‘This is the Body of Christ given for you.” As
you receive the wine or juice: ‘This is the Blood of Christ shed for you.” If you are worshipping with more than
one person, please serve one another as you able using the above words.
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Communion Song

“Spirit of Gentleness” ELW #396
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Table Blessing

Prayer After Communion

Let us pray. Holy One,
through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all
things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies,
and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

Blessing
God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, *F bless you now and forever. Amen.

Sending Hymn “The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve” ELW #551
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cher - ish life, to do the lov - ing deed.
pow - ered us; we g0 in Je - sus’  name.

Text: Delores Dufner, oss, b. 1939
Music: CHESTERFIELD, attr. Thomas Haweis, 1734-1820
Text © 1993 Delores Dufner, admin. OCP Publications. All rights reserved.
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Announcements

Dismissal
Go in peace. Live the Good News!
Thanks be to God.
Serving Today
Altar Flowers: John Weit & Matt James
In Honor of Our 16t Anniversary
Assisting Minister: Cayla Julius
Reader: Marion Julius
Usher: Linda Bagley
Altar Guild: Jeanne Schierstedt & Jane Wilson
Musician: Paul Berge
Pastor: The Rev. Matt James

We gather today on the ancestral lands of the Potawatomi, Ho-Chunk, Myaamia, Ochéthi Sakéwi, Kickapoo,
and Peoria peoples. We honor and acknowledge the traditional stewards of this land, recognizing their
enduring connection to this region. As we come together in worship, let us commit ourselves to respecting
their history and culture, and work toward healing and justice for Indigenous communities. May we be
mindful of our role in creating a more equitable future for all.

This Week @ Redeemer
Monday: GriefShare - 10-11:30am
Wednesday: Bible Study - 1:30pm
Sunday: Worship - 9:30am
Celebrations this Week
Birthdays: Jaden Skenandore (5/28)

Texts for Next Sunday, May 31st, Holy Trinity Sunday
Genesis 1:1-2:4a; Psalm 8; 2 Corinthians 13:11-13; Matthew 28:16-20

Hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-718548. All rights reserved
Liturgy reprinted from SundaysAndSeasons.com.

Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #22091
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Gathering Song
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un - bound - ed splen-dor grac-ing a shore-less sea of skies:
you show your-self a - maz-ing in un - ex-pect-ed place.
and give your ser-vants low -ly an un - der-stand-ing heart
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un - fail - ing is your trea-sure, un - fad-ing your re- ward;
We see you and re- mem-ber what once our dreams had been;
to know your care more clear - ly when faith and love are tried,
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sur - pass-ing world-ly plea-sure, the rich-es you af - ford.
you fan the glow-ing em-ber and kin-dle hope with - in.
to seek you more sin - cere -ly when false i- deals have died:
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Come, stream of end-less flow - ing, and res-cue us from death;
Come, fire of glo-ry gra - cious, bless all who trust in you;
for vi - sion we im - plore you, for wis-dom’s pure de - light;
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come, wind of spring-time blow - ing, and warm us by your breath.
un - dy - ing flame te - na - cious,burn in your church a - new.
in prayer we come be - fore you to wait up - on your light.
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