st L

June 2026

Worship at First

Worship at First - Saturday at 5:30 p.m., Sunday at 8:00 a.m. in the Courtyard
and 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Weekend Worship is livestreamed each Sunday at 9:30 a.m.

| Pastor Garrett Struessel
I Senior Pastor
I qarrett.struessel@firstluth.org

I Deacon Korra Looschen
I Faith Formation Coordinator
| Korra.looschen@firstluth.org

I Maria Sutton
| Office Manager/Volunteer Coordinator
| maria.sutton@firstluth.org

1
Denise McDougall

Accountant/Administrative Assistant

lEenise.mcdouqall(éz)firstluth.orq

: EVENTS HAPPENING IN JUNE

¢
¢

Saturday Worship, 5:30 p.m.

Sundays —Worship Service, 8:00 a.m. in the
Courtyard and in person and livestreamed at
9:30 a.m.

Sunday School Hour — 10:45 a.m.
Nursery Sundays, 9:00 a.m. to 12 Noon

Staff Meeting — Tuesdays, 1:00 p.m.,
Fireside Room

LWR Sewing Group — Wednesday, June 3,
9:00 a.m., Room USW-B

Touch of Craft — Wednesday, June 3, 11:00
a.m. - 2:00 P.M., Room 6

Prayer Shawl Group 9:30 a.m., — Friday, June
5, Fireside Room

¢ Hydration Station at Longmont Pride,
Saturday, June 6, 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

¢ Coffee with Council — Sunday, June 7,
Fireside Room

¢ Homebound Communion — Sunday, June 7

¢ Council Meeting — Tuesday, June 9, 6:00
p.m. Conference Room

¢ Smores and Scriptures, Sunday, June 14,
6:00 p.m., Howell Residence

¢ Seasoned Saints, Wednesday, June 17,
10:00 a.m., Fireside Room

¢ LWR Sewing Group — Wednesday, June
17, 1:00 p.m., Room USW-B

¢ Mission and Mahjong — Every 3 Friday,
9:30 a.m., June 19, Room 5

¢ Third Saturday Game Night — Saturday,
June 20, 6:30 p.m., Fireside Room

¢ Father’s Day, June 21

¢ Touch of Craft — Wednesday, June 24,
5:00 p.m., Room 6

¢ Ryssby Mid-Summer Worship and Picnic,
Sunday June 28, 11:00 a.m., picnic to
follow worship

¢ Coffee with Council — Sunday, July 5,
Fireside Room
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PASTOR’S MESSAGE

Dear Saints,

Grace to you and peace in this season of summer
light and renewed hope.

Yours, mine, and ours. These little words say a
great deal about how we understand our lives
together. “Yours” and “mine” can be useful words,
of course. They help us name responsibilities, gifts,
and belongings. But the word “ours” opens a wider
door. It reminds us that God has joined us together
in Christ, called us into one body, and entrusted us
with a shared mission.

That is the beautiful work before us as a
congregation in June 2026. We are not simply
maintaining what has been handed down to us. We
are receiving it with gratitude, tending it with joy,
and offering it forward with hope. The ministry of
this congregation is ours to steward for this time
and place, but even more deeply, it belongs to God.
And our God is abundant.

The early church in Acts 2 gives us a picture of this
kind of holy abundance:

“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching
and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the
prayers... All who believed were together and had
all things in common... they broke bread at home
and ate their food with glad and generous hearts,
praising God.”

What a joyful image of the church: people gathered
in worship, learning together, sharing meals,
praying, giving generously, and trusting that God
was at work among them. They did not begin with
scarcity or fear. They began with the Spirit. They
began with community. They began with glad and
generous hearts.

That same Spirit is still moving. God is still calling
people together. God is still multiplying gifts. God is
still giving the church everything it needs for the
sake of love, service, worship, welcome, and
witness.

So let us be enthusiastic about the mission we
share. First Lutheran is *our* church not in the
sense that we own it, but because God has
entrusted it to us for the sake of the world God so
deeply loves.

And God has given us much to share: faith, prayer,
welcome, compassion, generosity, music, service,
forgiveness, bread, wine, water, and the good news
of Jesus Christ. And because God is abundant,
there is always enough grace to begin again,
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enough hope to move forward, and enough love to
widen the circle.

Thanks be to God for the mission we share.
Grace to you and peace,
Pastor Garrett Struessel

DEACON KORRA REFLECTIONS

In a recent conversation with high school youth, a
teenage boy said, “We used to attend a different
church, but we kept coming back to First Lutheran
because it's a totally different culture”. He went on
to explain that at First, he (and other teens) feels
truly welcomed and that adults take a genuine
interest in his life. In youth ministry we call this
“accompaniment”’. Accompaniment means to come
alongside for a journey, and the concept can be
traced back hundreds of years. It has recently
gained traction in Catholic communities after Pope
Francis’ emphasis in the concept of pastoral care
and outreach to younger generations. His claim is
that young people need trusted adults who are
willing to journey together with them through
adolescence and faith exploration and
development. Pope Francis writes, “spiritual
accompaniment must lead others closer to God”.
Key concepts include the following:

e Personal Encounter-The church needs to
walk alongside young people, showing
genuine care and understanding.

e Listening and Dialogue-Pope Francis
emphasizes the importance of listening to
young people, valuing their voices, and
engaging in meaningful dialogue.

e Faith Formation-It's not just about doctrines
but about helping young people develop a
deep relationship with God so their hearts
and minds are shaped and molded.

e Being a witness-Adults should serve as
positive role models and witnesses of the
faith.

Thank you for accompanying our youth. We do this
when we gather at pot-lucks, milestone
celebrations, mentoring, and service together.
Thank you to all who attended the Graduation
Celebration Breakfast and helped make that event
meaningful. Thanks to our dedicated and
passionate Sunday School teachers and our Faith
Formation Team. Let’s continue to challenge each
other to grow in our faith, service to others, and to
accompany young people in their faith journey.

Deacon Korra



Noisy OFFERING

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the “Noisy
Offering” last month. Our Sunday Schol children
served as ushers for this and we received $186
which is designated to HOPE of Longmont. First
Lutheran is making a positive difference in our
community! Thank you!

SUMMER KID’S PUPPET
MINISTRY

For kids entering grades 3-6. Join Deacon Korra on
Wednesdays, June 17 and 24 from 4:00-5:00 p.m.
to practice puppet ministry. Meet downstairs in
Room 5 to meet the puppets and learn how to tell
Bible stories with puppets. In July we will meet on
Wednesday July 8 and discuss the possibility of
doing a puppet skit for a children’s message in
worship for August. Contact Deacon Korra if your
child plans on attending.

SUMMER FLY (FIRST LUTHERAN
YOUTH) TIME-

S’mores and Scriptures resume on the 3™ Sunday
of the month from 6:00-8:00 p.m. All middle and
high school youth are invited to attend. Enjoy silly
games, meaningful conversation, campfire, and
sugary S’'mores! Parents are asked to sign up to
host one in their backyard. Please see the signup
link to participate. Location will change each month
based on the host.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C054EA8AC?2
2A7F4CE9-64161076-summer

NEwS FRom F3 (FAITH, FUN,
AND FELLOWSHIP!) TEAM:

Join us in being a presence in the Longmont
Community this summer. Join in one (or all) of the
following activities:

Hydration Station at the Longmont Pride
Festival - June 6 at Roosevelt Park. Sign up to
serve water to any hot and thirsty folks attending
the event which attracts hundreds of people! Sign
up for a 1 %2 hour shift between 9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
on the bulletin board across from Maria’s office or
on the sign-up genius link below.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C054EA8AC2
2A7F4CE9-64266036-hydration

June 2026

July 4t Gathering at Thompson Park-11:30
a.m.-3:00 p.m.

Gather under the shaded tents provided by First
Lutheran to enjoy the orchestra concert and all the
activities on the 4th of July. Bring your own lunch
and chairs. Tables will be provided.

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR HIGH
ScHooL GRADUATES!

Ryan Davis, Frederick Hess, Alexander Rutt,
Konrad Peterson, Audrey Warriner, Charlie
Meier, Will Meier, Rachel Woller Alexander
Parker, and Will Picket

We celebrated an important milestone with families
and graduates on May 17 with a blessing in
worship and the gift of beautiful prayer shawls from
our prayer shawl team. Afterwards, our
congregation celebrated with these families in the
Big Room with breakfast and scholarship awards
presented by our Good Samaritan Team. Thanks to
the dedicated Good Samaritan Committee for their
work and all the donations and work in the kitchen
from the First Lutheran Women. Your ministry
makes a difference in the lives of our young people.

e
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BIKE NIGHT-WEDNESDAY
July 8 6:30-8:00 p.m. Meet at Roosevelt Park

Join local residents at 6:30 p.m. in Roosevelt Park
for a leisurely (approximate one hour) ride around
local neighborhoods. The first 15 minutes of every
gathering are devoted to a bike safety recap. Bike
Night is free to join, family-friendly and always open
to new riders. Wear your God's Work Our Hands
First Lutheran T-Shirt if you choose. No need to
RSVP. Just show up and find each other in the

group.
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

You will soon see a large Rain Forest growing
within our Narthex during June, letting the church
membership know it is again time for VBS! The
mission of First Lutheran Church is to collect all the
food items to share daily amongst 60 children along
with teen/ adult volunteers during the week of July
13th-17".

Simply grab a leaf from one of the vines, and bring
your item to Maria’s office as the tag instructs. The
snacks are more healthy this year and creatively
support the theme for the day. The children
attending, as well as the staff, really look forward to
these fun snacks. We will need all donated snack
items by Sunday, July 12.

Giving thanks in all things,
The FLC Vacation Bible School Team
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ANN NOBLE ART GALLERY
NEWS

We have been enjoying pictures of 'Where we see
God at work' since March and it is time to change
our display. A big 'thank you' to all who shared
those pictures!!

As of July 1, we are looking to the sky and to the
water. "In the beginning God created the heavens
and the earth" and he separated the sky from the
earth. (Day 2) We want to pay tribute to the
beautiful sky and the water on the earth. We know
you have wonderful pictures of sunsets, sunrises,
cloud formations, oceans, lakes or rivers. Take a
look and see if you have a favorite one you would
be willing to share with us starting July 1 until
September 30.

Bring your 'ready to hang' pictures to the church
office the last week of June labeled with your name.
We will be hanging them in the gallery the first
week in July. We so appreciate your participation
and hope to see some fantastic photos for the
congregation to view!!

Viki Samson and Joyce Crozier

(©2002 Bil Keane, Inc.

Dist. by King Features Synd.
www.familycircus.com

“Sayin’ ‘Amen’ is like pressing the
‘SEND’ button for your prayers.”
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First Lutheran Mission

“Rooted first in worship, learning, and hospitality,
we are sent forth in the power of the Spirit, to
witness to Christ and to serve others, both in our
households and in the wider community.”

Here is some important information from your
Council:

Our Mission

We thank God for all of the dedicated volunteers
who serve on our committees and put our Mission
goals into action!

This Month, we are highlighting the Worship
Committee, headed by Sally Campbell:

e The responsibilities of the Worship
Committee are to organize and guide the
various groups of volunteers who create
opportunities for us to praise God and grow
spiritually together through our worship.

o Besides our spiritual leaders Pr. Garrett and
Deacon Korra, many volunteers are
involved in this process: The altar guild, the
music groups, the livestream team, the lay
readers, the homebound communion
bearers, the Saturday service team, the
reminder and bulletin makers, the altar
flower team, and the bread bakers all
contribute to our spiritual experiences each
weekend.

Please see Maria Sutton, our Volunteer
Coordinator, if you’d like to join those who use their
gifts to provide our wonderful worship experiences!!

Revised Fiscal Year Calendar—Dates to
Remember

Our current 2026 budget year will be shortened by
two months, ending on September 30, 2026.

Our new fiscal year is October to September which
means changes to our timeline for decision making
and congregational approval of our operating
budget. These are important dates and actions the
Council wants to share with you:

e Tuesday, July 14 — Council meeting to
discuss budget, and cuts if any.

o Tuesday, August 11 — Council meeting to
approve proposed budget.

e August — September — present budget to
congregation groups ahead of September
meeting

e Sunday, September 27 — congregation
meeting to adopt the budget.
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Please contact any Council member with your
suggestions, questions or concerns. Coffee with
Council will be May31 and June 7 in the Fireside
Room following worship. Stop by to see us!

RYSSBY CHURCH WORSHIP AND
PICNIC

On Sunday June 28, we will have a 11:00 a.m.
Worship service at the beautiful Ryssby Church.
With lunch, fellowship, and games to follow! Ryssby
Church is located one mile south of Nelson Road
on 63 Street.

Midsummer at Ryssby is First Lutheran’s annual
church picnic and it is a great chance to get to
know your church community. We will have grilled
burgers, brats, hot dogs, several sides, drinks, and
ice cream treats. There is a small charge for lunch
tickets, $15 for ages 13 to adults, $5 for ages 5-12,
and under 5 are free.

You will pay for your lunch tickets at Ryssby before
or after the worship service. Please complete a
lunch reservation for the 2026 Mid-Summer Lunch
RSVP, and if you can help with setup and/or take
down of tables and chairs from the First Lutheran or
Ryssby Websites.

CLICK Here to sign up: 2026 RSVP Ryssby Picnic
Lunch

FIRST LUTHERAN WOMEN

The First Lutheran Women met Sunday May 10, @
8:30 in the Conference room for their monthly
meeting.

The Kitchen shower held on Saturday May 9, was
very productive to replace old well used kitchen
tools. We received almost everything on the “wish
List”. Including two new roasters, two crockpots,
pots and pans, thermometers, serving utensils and
much, much, more. A table of free items from the
kitchen is in the hallway across from the Kitchen,
any untaken items will be donated. Thank you to all
who donated and worked on the Shower.

First Women helped with the graduate reception on
May 17 at 10:45 in the Big Room.

We will be taking a summer break from meetings.
No meetings in June and July. Returning in August
to start preparing for God’s work our hands. During
the summer break we will be available for memorial
receptions.

Thank you all for your support
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DAILY DEVOTIONALS FOR FIRST
LUTHERAN’S 150TH
ANNIVERSARY

In honor of First Lutheran’s upcoming 150th
anniversary, we are creating a special daily
devotional booklet written by members of our
congregation—past and present. 0

We invite you to be part of this
meaningful project! Sample
devotional entries are available on
the table in the narthex to help O]
guide and inspire you as you write your own.

To get started, please use the Google Doc template
created by Kristie Venrick:
https://forms.gle/XtsGQVrcde9rrwx29

We kindly ask that the personal reflection section
be limited to 300 words maximum. Once
completed, you June submit your entry online or
place a handwritten copy in the drop box on the
narthex table. Printed templates are also available
there, and we would be happy to type your
handwritten submission for you.

Submission deadline: October 31, 2026

This date has been changed from January 2027, to
allow ample time for proofreading, publication, and
distribution 150 days ahead of our January 2028
anniversary celebration.

Our hope is that this devotional booklet will be a
lasting source of comfort, encouragement, and
blessings for our congregation. What a meaningful
gift it would be to receive a daily devotion from
each of you!

If you have questions or need assistance, please
contact:

Susan Osberg — sosberg@hotmail.com

Holly Keenan — hekeenan77@comcast.net

ENDURING GIFTS ENDOWMENT
FUND COMMITTEE

Bruce Tveten from Thrivent held a workshop on
May 3, 2026, and we had 5 people show up. The
workshop was “Charitable Strategies to Maximize
Impact”. Information was provided about giving
now, giving later and receiving. This information
included various ways to contribute to the church's
legacy, including Qualified Charitable distributions
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from IRAs over the age of 70 %, leaving gifts from
your estate, and ways to make a gift with income
back to the donor. There also a section about
establishing donor advised funds for people who
may want to establish their own form of personal
endowment. Also discussed was the various FELC

endowments and how they each uniquely benefit

our church.

thrivent

Charitable

Giving options and benefits

Our offerings can illuminate new paths for your giving strategy to benefit the people
and organizations you love—now or in the future.

When to give

Give now
Make an
immediate
charitable gift
and witness
the joy of your
generosity.

Give later

Make a deferred
charitable gift,
retaining control
of the gift asset
while living, and
make a significant
gift upon death.

Give and receive
Make a gift and
receive income
payments for

life or a term of
years. Charities
benefit from the
remaining value
upon your death.

What to give

« Cash.

+ Publicly traded securities.

+ Real estate.

+ Closely held stock (S-corp, C-corp).
+ Crops/farm equipment.

+ LLCs and partnerships.

+ Qualified charitable distributions

(QCDs) from IRAs

+ Cryptocurrency.

- Bequest through a will or living trust

- Beneficiary proceeds from IRAs,

tax-sheltered annuities, life insurance
and 401(k) and 403(b) plans.

+ Life insurance policies (new or

existing).

- Real estate reserving use for life.

+ Cash.

+ Publicly traded securities.
« Real estate!

- Closely held stock!

+ QCDs from your IRA?

+ Crops/farm equipment!

How you benefit

- May qualify for an immediate charitable income

tax deduction.

- Opportunity to bundle charitable gifts to meet and

exceed tax thresholds required for itemization.

- If 70% or older, use qualified charitable distributions

{QCDs) from IRA to meet required minimum
distributions.

+ May bypass capital gains tax on the growth of

securities, real estate or closely held stock owned
for more than one year.

+ Maintain flexibility and control over the assets

while fiving

« Designate all or a portion of the proceeds.

- Heirs may avoid paying income and estate taxes on

assets given

+ May receive an immediate charitable tax deduction,

when life policy is gifted by assigning ownership

- Receive income payments for life, either immediately

or defer to a future date. A portion of the payments
is typically tax-exempt. The remainder—after income
payments—is used for charitable purposes.

- May qualify for an immediate charitable income

tax deduction.

- May bypass capital gains taxes on the appreciated

value for gifts of securities or real estate.

"Only applicable to charitable trusts.
“Limited to a once in a lifetime $54.000 gift {indexed for inflation). Contact Thrivent Charitable for more information.

About us

Thrivent Charitable™ brings hope to the world by empowering people

to create the change that matters most to them. We open the joy of generosity to all by making it easy for anyone to give
to the causes they cherish. We take & holistic, personalized approach to help our donors create strategic charitable plans,
illuminating new paths to personalized impact through visionary models, tailored service and deep expertise. Ignited by our

faith, we are passionate about creating positive impact and inspiring lasting change in our communities.

Are you ready to experience the joy of generosity?

We can help you create a personalized giving path. Please connect with your Thrivent financial advisor or us to
learn how we can help you make the changes that matter most to you.

=i ) 800-365-4172

04 thriventchar m Py

hiven able com - 800-365-4172

Page 2 of 2—Only valid with
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6
1:00 p.m.— Staff 9:00 a.m. - LWR 9:30 a.m.— 9:30 a.m. —
Meeting Sewing Group Prayer Shawl Hydration Station
11:00 am— Group at Longmont Pride
Parade
Touch of Craft
5:30 p.m.—
Worship
Service
7 8 9 10 1 12 13
Homebound 1:00 p.m.— Staff 5:30 p.m.—
Communion Meeting Worship
Coffee with 6:00 p.m. — Service
Council Council Meeting
8:00 a.m. —
Worship in the
Courtyard
9:30 a.m.—
Worship Service
10:45a.m. —
Sunday School
Hour
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
8:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m.— Staff 10:00 a.m.— 9:30 a.m. — 5:30 p.m.—
Worship in the Meeting Seasoned Saints Mission and Worship
Mahj i
Courtyard 1:00 p.m. — LWR ahjong Service
9:30 a.m.— Sewing Group
Worship Service )
4:00 p.m.— Puppet 6:30 p.m. — Third
10:45a.m. — Ministry Saturday Game
Sunday School Night
Hour
6:00 p.m. —
Smores and
Scriptures
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Father’s Day 1:00 p.m.— Staff 5:00 p.m. — 5:30 p.m.—
8:00 a.m. — Meeting Touch of Craft \é\;orzlsilgép
Worship in the
Courtyard
9:30 a.m.—
Worship Service
10:45a.m. —
Sunday School
Hour
28 29 30
8:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m.— Staff
Worship in the Meeting
Courtyard
9:30 a.m.—
Worship Service
11:00 a.m.
Ryssby Mid-

Summer Service
and Picnic
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FINANCIAL UPDATE: APRIL 2026

April 2026 Month-To-Date , April 2026 Year-To-Date Full Year
Variance Variance
Actual Budget Fav/(Unfav) | Actual Budget Fav/(Unfav) Budget
Income 52,043.24 59,074.89 (7,031.65)! | 258,394.47 259,608.97 (1,214.50) 702,462
Expenses | 7216176 66,566.41  (5,595.35)| | 267,230.68 282,714.99 1547531 | 833142
Net iIncome/(Loss): | (20,118.52) (7,491.52) (12,627.00)| (8,845.21) (23,106.02) 14,260.81 | | (130,679.51)

GIVING OPTIONS

Giving Online is available on our website! Giving online allows you to make one-time or recurring offering
contributions with a Credit or Debit Card or ACH bank transfer through Breeze ChMS (our church
management system) who partners with Stripe for secure financial services. As with any electronic
transaction, our church pays a small transaction fee to process the online payments. If you choose, you
June cover that fee for the church at the same time you give which increases your contribution.
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https://firstluth.breezechms.com/give/online

Thrivent Choice Dollars — Eligible clients with Thrivent membership can recommend where Thrivent
distributes some of its charitable grant funds. These recommendations are shared by directing Choice
Dollars to enrolled nonprofit organizations, including churches.

Thrivent Action Grants — Thrivent Action Grants are financial awards designed to empower individuals and
groups to initiate small-scale projects that benefit their communities. Sponsored by Thrivent Financial, these
grants provide up to $250 to help kickstart service projects addressing various social needs, such as
feeding the hungry, supporting education, or enhancing community facilities

King Soopers Community Rewards — This program makes fundraising easy by donating to local
organizations based on the shopping you do every day. Once you link your King Soopers Rewards Card to
an organization, all you have to do is shop at King Soopers and swipe your Shopper’s Card.

Safeway Community Giving Card Program returns 5% of amounts loaded on reloadable grocery gift
cards provided to First Lutheran after we meet minimum thresholds. Simply load your gift card at the grocery
store, shop for groceries at Albertsons or Safeway using the gift card and reload the card when it gets low.
Every time you reload the gift card, we get closer to earning 5% cashback. See Maria in the office to pick up
a reloadable gift card that is linked to First Lutheran.

Please contact the office at (303) 776-2800 if you would like more information about any of these ways of
Sharing your generosity!
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https://www.kingsoopers.com/i/community/community-rewards
https://www.safeway.com/community-giving.html/
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Lori Hunter
Rebecca Watson
Lauren Yurish
Wally Hubert
Preston Johnson
Bernie Stoecker
Carol Woodley
Konrad Peterson
Adam Heichelheim
Mary Bishton
Lana Hansen
Dale Holst

Kathy Senior
Thomas Nolan
Joseph Struessel
Dale Wingeleth
David Mohr
Donna Sokol
Jerry Dollar
Adam King

Dee Kounovsky
Emily Schulte
Tony Keeler
Sandy Moore
Anita Norman
Mark Jordison
Emily Loos

©
L] .

June 01
June 01
June 01
June 02
June 02
June 02
June 02
June 04
June 05
June 07
June 07
June 07
June 07
June 08
June 08
June 08
June 09
June 09
June 10
June 10
June 10
June 13
June 15
June 15
June 15
June 16
June 16

Amy Beckmann
Chad Dunnell

Eric Heichelheim
Chris Carter
Merrill Anderson
Katie Novell

Sylvia Paraschos
Jim Vogt

Piper Gould

Karl Heichelheim
Lorna Heichelheim
Eva Teague

Dan Cutler

Kyle Rositer

Dick Kounovsky
Peter Sjostrand
Judy Stover
Taylor Thomas
Matthew Thompson
Trey Turner, Il
Jon Peterson
Greta von Bernuth Abromski
Sam Turner

Jill Grivetti

Tom Stover

Bierte Peterson
LeRoy Holt

June 2026

June 17
June 17
June 17
June 18
June 19
June 19
June 19
June 20
June 21
June 21
June 21
June 22
June 23
June 23
June 24
June 24
June 24
June 24
June 24
June 24
June 25
June 25
June 26
June 27
June 27
June 28
June 29
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