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F IRST E VANGELICAL L UTHERAN C HURCH  

Third & Terry, Longmont, Colorado  
(303) 776 -2800 | www.firstluth.org 

Pastor: Garrett Struessel and Deacon Korra Looschen  

Holy Trinity  
May 31, 2026 — 9:30 a.m. 

Welcome to worship, we are glad you are with us!  

GATHERING  
PRELUDE  

INTRODUCTION  
Though the word trinity  is not found in the scriptures, today’s second reading includes the apostolic greeting that begins the 
liturgy: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. In the 
gospel Jesus sends his discip les forth to baptize in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. More than a 
doctrine, the Trinity expresses the heart of our faith: we have experienced the God of creation made known in Jesus Christ 
and with us always through the Holy Spi rit. We celebrate the mystery of the Holy Trinity in word and sacrament, as we 
profess the creed, and as we are sent into the world to bear witness to our faith.  

WELCOME  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever.  

Amen.  

Let us confess our sin to God.  

Silence is kept for reflection.  

Compassionate God,  

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to 
you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray,  

Amen.  

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” In the name of 

God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven.  Rest in God ’s love. 

Amen.  

GATHERING HYMN  “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty”  ELW 413 vs. 2,3,4 

  

Holy Trinity  

http://www.firstluth.org/
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GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also,  with you.  

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray.  

Almighty Creator and ever -living God: we worship your glory, eternal Three -in -One, and we praise your power, 
majestic One -in -Three. Keep us steadfast in this faith, defend us in all adversity, and bring us at last into your 
presence, where you live in endl ess joy and love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen  

ANTHEM   “Sing Ye Faithful, Sing with Gladness” by Craig Courtney  Chancel Choir  
 

WORD  
READINGS  

Genesis 1:1 —2:4a 

At the beginning of time, God the Creator, God the powerful Word, and God the life -giving Spirit form the earth and all its 
inhabitants. God sees that all this created work is good and then rests on the seventh day.  
1 When God began to create the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was complete chaos, and darkness covered the face of the 
deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 3 Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 
4 And God saw that the light was good, and God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the 
darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 6 And God said, “Let there be a dome 
in the midst of the w aters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.” 7 So God made the dome and separated the waters 
that were under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. 8 God called the dome Sky. And there 
was evening and there was morning, the second day. 9 And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together 
into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were 
gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 11 Then God said, “Let the earth put forth ve getation: plants 
yielding seed and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. 12 The earth brought forth 
vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it  
was good. 13 And there was evening and there was morning, the third day. 14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome 
of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 15 and let 
them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16 God made the two great lights —the 
greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night —and the stars. 17 God set them in the dome of the sky to give 
light upon the earth, 18 to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that 
it was good. 19 And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. 20 And God said, “Let the waters bring forth  
swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” 21 So God created the great sea 
monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm and every winged bird of every 
kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and 
let birds multiply on the earth.” 23 And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 24 And God said, “Let the 
earth bring fort h living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And 
it was so. 25 God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind and the cattle of every kind and everything that creeps 
upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 26 Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, 
according to our likeness, and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over the 
cattle and over all the wild animals of the  earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” 27 So God created 
humans in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them. 28 God blessed them, and 
God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and 
over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” 29 God said, “See, I have given you every 
plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth and e very tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 
30 And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the air and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has 
the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 God saw everything that he had made, and 
indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 2:1 Thus the heavens and the earth 
were finished and all their multitude. 2 On the sixth day God finished the wor k that he had done, and he rested on the 
seventh day from all the work that he had done. 3 So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested 
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from all the work that he had done in creation. 4a These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were 
created. 

Word of God, word of life.  

Thanks be to God.  

2 Corinthians 13:11 -13 

Paul closes a challenging letter to the Corinthians with an appeal to Christian fellowship grounded in the triune harmony of 
Christ’s grace, God’s love, and the Spirit’s partnership.  

[Paul writes:] 11 Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Be restored; listen to my appeal; agree with one another; live in peace; 
and the God of love and peace will be with you. 12 Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you. 13 The grace of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.  

Word of God, word of life.  

Thanks be to God.  

CHILDREN’S  TIME  Deacon Korra Looschen  

Congregation: Please Rise for the Gospel Acclamation  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 

GOSPEL  
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 28 th chapter beginning at the 16 th  verse. 

Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
Matthew 28:16-20 
After his resurrection, Jesus summons his remaining disciples and commissions them to baptize and teach all nations in the 
name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
 
16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 17 When they saw him, they 
worshiped him, but they doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given 
to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit 20 and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to 
the end of the age.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ.  

SERMON  Pastor Garrett Struessel  
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APOSTLE’S CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I belie.ve in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our 
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints , the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting.   
Amen  
 

PRAYERS  OF THE PEOPLE  
God of Grace  

Hear our prayer  

PASSING OF THE PEACE  
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

And also,  with you . 
MEAL  

OFFERTORY  “O Worship the King”  by Robert Lau  Chancel Choir  

OFFERTORY PRAYER  

Let us pray.  

Loving God,  

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all 
creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and 
forever.  

Amen.  

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   Page 107
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise...we praise yo ur 
name and join their unending hymn:  

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  Page 108 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptati on, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 
forever and ever.   
Amen.  

COMMUNION  
All are welcome who come trusting in the gift of God’s presence in the Bread of Life and the Cup of Salvation, shared in this  
meal. “The body of Christ, broken for you”, and “the blood of Christ shed for you”, include the promise of the forgiveness of  sin, 
life and salvation in Christ Jesus our Lord. The ushers will invite you to come forward for communion. We invite everyone to 
receive communion if you so desire. The invitation to receive Holy Communion is from Christ Jesus; therefore “all are welcome ”. 
In  our serving communion trays, wine is darker red on the outside, and grape juice is the lighter color in the center. We serve 
only gluten -free bread prepared in a kitchen excluding wheat flour, to include everyone regardless of wheat -gluten 
sensitivities. Come, taste and see, that the Lord is good.  
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LAMB OF GOD  Page 112 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS   

 “We Come to the Hungry Feast”  ELW 479 

 “You Satisfy the Hungry Heart”  ELW 484 

 “Eat This Bread”  ELW 472 
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COMMUNION BLESSING  

POST -COMMUNION PRAYER  
Holy One,  

through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all things new. Send us now to speak peace 
to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus,  
Amen.  

SENDING  
ANNOUNCEMENTS  

BENEDICTION  

SENDING HYMN  “Lord You Give the Great Commission”  ELW 579 vs. 1,4,5 

SENDING  
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!  

Thanks be to God.  

 POSTLUDE   

   

Preacher/Presider  

Worship Assistant  

Pastor Garrett Struessel   

Deacon Korra Looschen  

Council Hosts:  John Gaddis  

Andrew Howell  

Ushers:  John Osberg  

Reader:  Char Lemkee  

Communion Assistants:  Mary Hall  

Barb Mohr  

Choir Director  Sally Campbell  

Organist/Pianist:  Gary Elmquist  

WELCOME to Worship!  
 

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP, and families can sit 
anywhere in the sanctuary, including the chapel near the front.  

A NURSERY is available downstairs across from the Choir 
Room for children under 5. Follow the signs.  

LARGE -PRINT BULLETINS & HYMNS are available from the 
ushers.  

ADDITIONAL PARKING is available in the Ahlberg Chapel 
parking lot, one -half block north of the church on Terry Street.  

RESTROOMS are located on the upper level of the church, 
along the hallway leading to the Big Room.  There are handicap 
accessible restrooms on the lower level near the elevator, and 
in the Big Room.  

We are blessed to be able to record our worship services so that 
others may enjoy worship remotely. Please note that today’s 
worship service is  audio and video recorded  for online sharing 
and archival purposes.  

 
We love seeing you in worship!  

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by permission.  Text for the liturgy reprinted from the Sundays and 
Seasons, copyright 2023.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #SBL14236.  
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