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CELEBRATING OUT GOD BEYOND UNDERSTANDING 

 

The festival of the Holy Trinity celebrates the wonder of relationship with God while 

leaving us distinctly dissatisfied with our limited understanding of what God is. While 

guarding against the idolatry of language, we survey our scripture, doctrine, creeds, and 

symbols of our heritage. Equally important, we pray for God to inspire fresh, innovative 

ideas of God in the present moment. 

 

Today’s gospel contains one of the few biblical references to the trinitarian formula. As 

the eleven are commissioned to make disciples, baptize, and teach, we are invited to 

consider our calling to influence the world with the good news of God’s love. The text 

from Second Corinthians also includes a kind of naming of the Holy Trinity in an 

affectionate sign-off of a personal letter. With the psalm praising God the creator and 

sustainer of all creation, Genesis 1 relates the first of two creation stories, this one an 

ancient liturgy celebrating God as a divine plural. 

 

That God that is beyond our understanding may be both troubling and comforting. The 

temptation may be to attempt to apprehend the idea of God with our intellect, offering 

the worshiping assembly a showcase of various models for God. The result is usually 

disappointing and feeds our bias toward intellectualism. Another possibility is to 

celebrate God’s presence in all its glory and colorful wonder and our belonging to this 

wonder-full God. 
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Ministers             The People of Redeemer    
Pastor                 The Rev. Elise T. Stringer  
Parish Administrator                Mrs. Jackie Pitts 
Director of Music Ministries           Mrs. Donna Cotter  
 

Welcome to Redeemer Lutheran Church in the name of Christ our Lord.  

 

WE WARMLY WELCOME ALL WHO WORSHIP WITH US this Holy Trinity Sunday. 
It is our hope and prayer that the God who destroyed death and made new life possible 
on this day will touch and transform your life for all the days to come. If you are a guest, 
please sign the Guest Register in the Narthex.  If you have any questions, our ushers will 
be happy to help you.  
 
IF YOU ARE SEEKING A CHURCH HOME, we invite you to consider making 
Redeemer that home. For more information about Redeemer Lutheran Church, 
becoming a member, and sharing your gifts in ministry, please speak with Pastor Elise 
or contact Jackie Pitts at (864) 877-5876.  
      
THOUGH THE WORD TRINITY IS NOT FOUND IN THE SCRIPTURES, TODAY’S 

SECOND READING INCLUDES THE APOSTOLIC GREETING THAT BEGINS 

THE LITURGY: THE GRACE OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, THE LOVE OF GOD, 

AND THE COMMUNION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT BE WITH YOU ALL. In the Gospel 

Jesus sends his disciples north to Baptize in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the 

Holy Spirit. More than a doctrine, the Trinity expresses the heart of our faith: we have 

experienced the God of creation made known in Jesus Christ and with us always 

through the Holy Spirit. We celebrate the mystery of the Holy Trinity in word and 

sacrament, as we profess the creed, and as we are sent into the world to bear witness to 

our faith. 

 

 

 

WE ENTER THIS SANCTUARY WITH REVERENCE FOR GOD  
AND RESPECT FOR THOSE WHO MAY BE IN PRAYER.  

PLEASE SILENCE ALL ELECTRONIC DEVICES.  
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PRELUDE                                                                                            Donna Cotter, Organist 
 

 

The prelude is a time for QUIET reflection and prayer. 
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS OF THE DAY 

 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the People of God.  

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS       
 
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at Baptism. 
 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and 
by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 

name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN                               RISE, SHINE, YOU PEOPLE!                            ELW #665 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 

KYRIE                                                                                                                            ELW p. 203 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE                                                                                             ELW p. 204 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray: Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal 
Three-in-One, and we praise your power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast in 
this faith, defend us in all adversity, and bring us at last into your presence, where you 
live in endless joy and love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
We Sit 

 
CHILDREN’S SERMON                    Pastor Elise Stringer 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
FIRST READING:   Genesis 1:1—2:4a 
At the beginning of time, God the Creator, God the powerful Word, and God the life-giving Spirit form the earth 
and all its inhabitants. God sees that all this created work is good and then rests on the seventh day. (not read 
aloud) 

 
A reading from Genesis Chapter 1: 
 

1 When God began to create the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was complete 
chaos, and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over 
the face of the waters. 3 Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And 
God saw that the light was good, and God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God 
called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and 
there was morning, the first day. 
  6 And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate 
the waters from the waters.” 7 So God made the dome and separated the waters that 
were under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. 8 God 
called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day. 
  9 And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, 
and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth, and the 
waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was 
good. 11 Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed and 
fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was 
so. 12 The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind and trees of 
every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. 13 And there 
was evening and there was morning, the third day. 
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 14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day 
from the night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 15 and 
let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was 
so. 16 God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser 
light to rule the night—and the stars. 17 God set them in the dome of the sky to give 
light upon the earth, 18 to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light 
from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening and there 
was morning, the fourth day. 
  20 And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let 
birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” 21 So God created the great sea 
monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters 
swarm and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 God 
blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let 
birds multiply on the earth.” 23 And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth 
day. 
  24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and 
creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. 25 God 
made the wild animals of the earth of every kind and the cattle of every kind and 
everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 
  26 Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our likeness, and 
let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over 
the cattle and over all the wild animals of the earth and over every creeping thing that 
creeps upon the earth.” 
 27 So God created humans in his image, in the image of God he created them; male 
and female he created them.28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful 
and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the 
sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the 
earth.” 29 God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the 
face of all the earth and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for 
food. 30 And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the air and to everything 
that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green 
plant for food.” And it was so. 31 God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it 
was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 
  2:1 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished and all their multitude. 2 On the 
sixth day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day 
from all the work that he had done. 3 So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, 
because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in creation. 
  4a These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created. 
 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: Psalm 8 
How majestic is your name in all the earth! (Ps. 8:1) 

 
 1 O | Lord our Lord, 
  how majestic is your name in | all the earth!— 
 2 you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of in- | fants 
and children; 
  you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe | and avenger. 
 3 When I consider your heavens, the work | of your fingers, 
  the moon and the stars you have set | in their courses, 
 4 what are mere mortals that you should be mind- | ful of them, 
  human beings that you should | care for them?  
 5 Yet you have made them little less | than divine; 
  with glory and hon- | or you crown them. 
 6 You have made them rule over the works | of your hands; 
  you have put all things un- | der their feet: 
 7 all | flocks and cattle, 
  even the wild beasts | of the field, 
 8 the birds of the air, the fish | of the sea, 
  and whatever passes along the paths | of the sea. 
 9 O | Lord our Lord, 
  how majestic is your name in | all the earth!  
 
SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 13:11-13 
Paul closes a challenging letter to the Corinthians with an appeal to Christian fellowship grounded in the triune 
harmony of Christ’s grace, God’s love, and the Spirit’s partnership.. (not read aloud) 
 
A reading from 2 Corinthians Chapter 13: 
 
[Paul writes:] 11 Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Be restored; listen to my appeal; 
agree with one another; live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with 
you. 12 Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you. 
  13 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with all of you. 
 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                         ELW #205 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 28:16-20 
After his resurrection, Jesus summons his remaining disciples and commissions them to baptize and teach all 
nations in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 28th Chapter. Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had 

directed them. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him, but they doubted. 18 And 
Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 
me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 20 and teaching them to obey everything that 
I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
THE SERMON                                         Pastor Elise Stringer 
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HYMN OF THE DAY              COME, JOIN THE DANCE OF TRINITY              ELW #412 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

Let us confess our faith with the words of the Apostles’ Creed: 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Offered by the Assisting Minister  
 

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of the 
world. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Holy God, we are in awe of your creative work. Continue that work in your church, 
making us a new creation that proclaims your presence and love. God of grace, hear our 
prayer. 
 
Creator God, nature reveals your power and glory. Protect water sources, vegetation, 
and wildlife as reminders of who you are. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 
Redeemer God, you call us to pray for those in authority. Guide our leaders to pursue 
the work of fostering peace and community. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
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Sustaining God, you are mindful of your people in every circumstance. Heal those who 
are sick. Provide for all who hunger. Protect those in harm’s way. Comfort any 
experiencing hardship especially those on our prayer board and those we name before 
you now. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
Gracious God, we pray for the children of our church and community, especially for our 
Vacation Bible School Ministry starting this week! Provide for their needs. Support their 
caregivers. Nurture their faith. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
Loving God, we give thanks for those who have died and claimed their baptismal 
promises. Strengthen us to live as they did in communion with you. God of grace, hear 
our prayer. 
 
Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken prayers to 
you, O God, through Jesus our Savior. 
 
Amen. 
 
PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 
 

We share a sign of peace with others as we are comfortable. We sit. 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

   
MUSICAL OFFERING                   HYMN TO THE TRINITY                       Redeemer Choir 
 
OFFERING HYMN 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER  
Offered by the Assisting minister and congregation.  

 
Let us pray: Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take 
heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your 
abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now 
and forever. Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Presiding Minister greets the congregation and invites all present to give thanks. 

 

The Lord be with you.                                     And also with you.  
 

Lift up your hearts.         We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.      It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God. 
You reveal your glory 
as the glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit: 
equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God, 
ever to be adored in your eternal glory. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                           ELW #207 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 
With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s Passover  
from death to life, as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! Amen. 
 

COMMUNION HYMN:                LAMB OF GOD                          ELW p. 208 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HYMNS DURING COMMUNION    
Congregation is encouraged to sing. 

 
LISTEN, GOD IS CALLING                                                                                          ELW #513 

THE HEAD THAT ONCE WAS CROWNED                                     ELW #432 
 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING   
Please stand. 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION   
Offered by Assisting Minister. 

 
Let us pray:  Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are 
filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen. 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
BLESSING 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
  
REDEEMER’S MISSION  
 
Redeemers Mission is: A lifelong family ministry of God’s love! 
 
SENDING HYMN           HOLY, HOLY, HOLY, LORD GOD ALMIGHTY!         ELW #413 

(printed on next page) 

 
DISMISSAL    
Offered by Assisting Minister. 

 
Heaven has come near. Go, share the Good News!  
 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                                      Donna Cotter, Organ 
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20 

 

Serving Today 
Ushers:   Gordon Johnson and Chuck Pegram 
Greeters:   David Henderson and Tom Lewis 
Assisting Minister:  Del King 
Lector 1:   Nancy Stires  
Lector 2:    Joyce Frid 
Acolyte:            Anna Smith 
Crucifer:    Maxwell Howell 
Cantor:    Heather Hester 
Counters:    Cyndi Celinskis and Jennifer Tierce 
Altar Guild:    Marilyn Barr 
Flowers:   Given by Catharine Kirby in honor of Connor and Isla’s  

birthdays 
Sheepdogs:                     BJ King, Tom Lewis, and Chris Felicia 
Nursery:    Jessica Johnson and Kaci Cotter 

Serving Next Week –June 7, 2026 
Ushers:    Brad Van Putten and Marc Karrmann 
Greeters:    Wade and Barbara Tate 
Assisting Minister:  Heather Hester 
Lector 1:    Harold Neel 
Lector 2:    Chuck Pegram 
Acolyte:    Clara Cotter 
Crucifer:    Anna Smith 
Cantor:    Nancy Stires 
Counters:    Sonny Lybrand, Brenda Van Putten, and Aaron Cornwell 
Altar Guild:    Paula Ludwigson 
Flowers:    Given by Tom and Nancy Stires in honor of their  
                                         46th wedding anniversary 
Sheepdog:    Chris Felicia, Brian Ginsberg, and Aaron Cornwell 
Nursery:    Kim Zumstein and Rose Lanning 

NOTES 
 
  
 
 


