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Let’s begin our sermon with a question (please answer in your mind, not aloud): Using one word, how
would you describe Trinity Baptist Church?
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What word came to mind? Healthy? Growing? Family? Fun? Friendly? Nice?

IR FBLATZ WM 2 fEE 2 Bt 2 RIS 2 Wk 2 K& 2 B2

Let’s hold that thought for a moment, we are going to come back to it.
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Now, we will examine one of the earliest churches established by Paul and his colleagues in the city of
Antioch, ancient Syria (now Turkey), as mentioned in our text.

IAE - FAVZE P RE] > ORI HYE LA S RN (5 - HH) e pr i s FHR A= Z — -
This overview provides insight into the character, structure, and nature of this particular church.
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We note by the names attached to the church that it was multi-cultural and consisted of members of mixed
socio-economic standing and status.
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It seems that the Antioch church was open to all. This would have been revolutionary in its time!
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Already, in the earliest days of the church, we note a focus on developing leaders (“Now in the church at
Antioch there were prophets and teachers...”)
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They were eager to worship and to seek God’s will and leading through prayer and fasting (“While they were
worshiping the Lord and fasting...”)
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They were expecting God to “speak” to them (“the Holy Spirit said...”) We're not told exactly how this
happened.
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But however God’s voice was heard, we note that they returned to more fasting and prayer before following
the direction to appoint Barnabas and Saul (Paul) as missionaries.
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They wanted to be sure they had heard God loud and clear, and that they acted on His will, not their own
(how easily we can confuse the two!).
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But we note that once they were confident that they had heard the voice of the Lord, and were clear on His
will, they acted (“So after they had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off.”).
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It is one thing to ask God to “speak”, but we must prove our sincerity through absolute obedience in our
subsequent actions!
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Now, let's go back to my original question (“What one word would you use to describe your church?).
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No doubt all the words | suggested at the beginning of our sermon would fit the church at Antioch, except for
one: “nice”.
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If you were to prepare an extravagant gourmet dinner enthusiastically consumed by your guests and their
only response was: “Well, that was nice”, you would probably be offended. “Nice” is faint praise!
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The church at Antioch was so much more than “nice”. We see a church that was looking outwardly, actively
and dramatically seeking to change their world.
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The record tells us that they conflicted with secular authorities and caused tensions in families.
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According to their detractors, they sought to “turn the world upside down” (Acts 17:6 KJV), highlighting their
impactful evangelism and the transformative power of their faith and message, which challenged the existing
order.
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The Antioch church demonstrated that a church which aims to be more than “nice” is a church that longs and
intends to touch and change the world through the power of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
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A world impacting church is a mission minded church!
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Because of the attitude of the believers at Antioch, the greatest missionary of the early church was identified,
affirmed, and sent out. This was Saul, who became known as the Apostle Paul.
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In our text in 1 Corinthians 16, we learn that Paul desired to spend some quality time with the Believers in
Corinth.
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He had an especially close and meaningful bond with this congregation that he had helped to plant.
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He longed to continue the ministry there, building up the new Christians and touching the wider community
with the Good News of Jesus Christ.
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He also was seeking their support and encouragement as he traveled the wider area of Asia Minor, often
putting life and limb at risk.
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But he has decided to delay his visit and remain in the city of Ephesus “because”, as he explains, “a great
door for effective work has opened to me.”

Bt R EHER VI R] - REAELUERT - IEAthieRs - AV A KA AR T I T

Paul was open and sensitive to the leading of the Lord by His Spirit. He was able to recognize that the city
was now ready and receptive to His ministry, so he responded in obedience.
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As it turned out Paul would remain in Ephesus for three years, helping to found and ground a healthy and
thriving congregation which would become a leading church in all Asia Minor.
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Paul, through the leading of the Spirit, saw a “door” and he stepped through it!
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Looking closely at Pauls’ ministry, we note at least three “open doors” which God has called every true
church to courageously pass through.

FAMERPEL  BATEEREDA=ZR IR » XE M E T — R BB AR -

First, there is the door of opportunity. H4%: » B—Hl=Z[7

At first glance, Ephesus might not seem like an obvious place for withess and ministry.
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The city was a bustling hub of commerce and culture, filled with a diverse mix of people from various
backgrounds and beliefs.
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It was also famous for being the centre of worship for Artemis (also known as Diana), the goddess of fertility—
a tradition that had lasted for a thousand years across Asia.
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An enormous and impressive temple dedicated to Artemis dominated the city, and this ancient religion held
deep, widespread influence throughout society.
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There were so many good reasons to walk on by Ephesus: He would be just one lone voice in a city filled with
many; he would put himself at risk of offending the religious and civil leaders, to name just two.
ARZEHIE A LUEFTMA L © RPN ZXIR Z AT T — RS - 2B E SIS BRI R0
{1 ((SC2EPREI) HYPAURS: ©

But Paul saw beyond the spectacle and frenzy of this great city. Paul saw the people, just as Jesus saw the
crowd that dogged his steps.
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Matthew tells us: “When [Jesus] saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed
and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd” (Matt.9:36).
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This is how Paul saw the people of Ephesus. He saw the spiritual thirst and knew he had the source of eternal
“‘water” to quench it.
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He beheld spiritual hunger and knew that he had the “food” to meet the need.
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May we too see the people of our community through the eyes of our Savior. May we have eyes of love and
grace.
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May we, like Jesus, be moved by compassion to carry the Good News across the table, across the room,
across the street, across the city, across the nation, across the world.
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May we be ready and willing to step through the “door of opportunity.”
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Second, there is a “door of obligation”. HE_ » B—_F“TiEZ]" -
It is clear from Paul's writings that he was driven by a very personal sense of obligation.
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In our text he declared that the “door...has opened to me”. Earlier in this same letter, he explains: “/ am
compelled to preach. Woe to me if | do not preach the gospel” (1Cor.9:16 ).
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In his letter to the Romans, he frankly states that he is “obligated...to preach the gospel” (1:14,15). Why did
Paul feel this way?
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In his letter to the church at Galatia, Paul declared: “| want you to know, brothers and sisters, that the gospel |
preached is not of human origin. | did not receive it from any man, nor was | taught it; rather, | received it by
revelation from Jesus Christ” (Gal.1:11-12).
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He admits: “/ am simply discharging the trust committed to me” (1Cor.9:17). His ultimate obligation was to His
Lord and Saviour!
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In a defense before a murderous crowd in Ephesus, it is clear from Paul’s recitation of the details of his
miraculous conversion that he understood that his call to share the Gospel was from the Lord himself.
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He reports that Jesus said to Him: “Get up...and go into Damascus. There you will be told all that you have
been assigned to do.”
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Ananias, speaking on God'’s behalf, prophesied over the new convert: “You will be his witness to all people of
what you have seen and heard” (Acts 22:10,15).
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Paul also deeply felt the need to make amends to the early church for his previous fervent persecution, a
memory that occasionally brought shame and regret as he admits:
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‘I am the least of all the apostles. In fact, I'm not even worthy to be called an apostle after the way |
persecuted God'’s church.”
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But instead of defeating him, his shame fueled his enthusiasm for witness, as he claimed:
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“‘But whatever | am now, it is all because God poured out his special favor on me—and not without results.
For | have worked harder than any of the other apostles” (1Cor.15:9-10 NLT).
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We, today, share Paul’s experience and call in at least two ways:
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Like Paul, we are called to tell the Good News to anyone who asks, as the Apostle Peter directs:
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“But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to



give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect” (1Pet.3:15-16a).
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And, on top of this, our church is commissioned to be witnesses to the world, far and near, and “make
disciples of all nations” (Acts 1:8; Matt.28:19-20).
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But the call we share with Paul, and all Believers, goes even deeper. We are each recipients of God's love,
grace and mercy.
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And just as we were treated, so we must also show love, grace, and mercy to all. This is a holy obligation.
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Like Paul, we have been entrusted with a great light, the Light of Life in Christ, which must shine through:
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“For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness, made his light shine in our hearts...” (2Cor.4:6). Jesus
was clear: “You are the light of the world...let your light shine before others” (Mt.5:14,16).
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Do you accept this obligation today? {R&SKEEFZX TN ?

And finally, there is a door of opposition. g5 ' ®E—RB“KNZ1]” -

We might think that if we accept our commission or obligation and carry it out faithfully, all will go well.
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But Paul's experience suggests otherwise. Although he enjoyed a huge positive response in many places, at
the same time he faced significant opposition.
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We see a dramatic example of this in the city of Ephesus, where his great success stirred up vociferous
resistance.
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We find the craftsmen, who made a good living selling images and other talismans around the great temple of
Artemis (or Diana) in an uproar as they noted their profits falling as more and more turned to Christ, leaving
the pagan religion behind.
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They accused Paul of undermining their religion, or more to the point, their profits.
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Paul, by this time, had left the city, so they dragged his colleagues in with nefarious intentions. These
apostles only survived when the crowd was quieted by local authorities (Acts 19:23-41).
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But the fact is, many Believers before and since have suffered, and even made the ultimate sacrifice for their
commitment to share the Good News with others.
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We think of the first Christian martyr, the Apostle Stephen. Luke reports that, after he had preached a
powerful and accusatory Gospel sermon:
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“the members of the Sanhedrin heard this, they were furious and gnashed their teeth at him... they covered
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their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, they all rushed at him, dragged him out of the city and began
to stone him” (Acts 7:54,57,58).
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Persecution of Believers began here and has continued in varying degrees to the present. Christian
martyrdom and persecution is not just a problem of the past.
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Open Doors, a long-time ministry to the persecuted, reports that more than 388 Million Christians around the
world face high levels of persecution and discrimination for claiming the name of Christ!
‘W] (Open Doors) — KRS Z @0 E eI ——TmiR Efa T - eEAEA 3.88 (ZHVAEERE
ZEEVE 2 AT G ERYE E S !
In stark numbers, 3632 churches and Christian properties were attacked, 4712 Believers were detained, and,
most tragically, 4849 lost their lives!
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This should not have come as a surprise to the early Christians, or as a shock to us. Jesus clearly warned:
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“If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first... If they persecuted me, they will persecute you
also” (Jn 15:18,20).
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We, like ())ur Saviour, carry a message of love, hope, and salvation, but also a call to submission and
obedience to the Lord of Lords. Some in power cannot bear this!
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Before us is a door of opportunity, obligation and opposition.
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Are we content to be just a “nice” church?
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Or are we ready and willing to step through the doors before us, so that all may hear and know the Good
News of Jesus Christ?
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This decision comes with a warning: it requires faith, courage, and deep commitment to go through these
doors. A price may have to be paid!
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May we at Trinity have the courage and faith to follow our Lord wherever He leads!
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