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Welcome to Trinity Lutheran Church!

Serving Today Staff

Pastor Powell, Preacher
Cody Farris, Organist
Handbell Choir

Mixed Choir

Kevin Zorena, Director

About the Holy Trinity

The holy Triune God “created the heavens and
the earth,” and "behold, it was very good” (Gen.
1:1, 31). However, after Adam and Eve fell into
sin and plunged God's good creation into decay
and death, the Son of God would be “delivered
up according to the definite plan and
foreknowledge of God" to be “crucified and killed
by the hands of lawless men” (Acts 2:23). As
Jesus “received from the Father the promise of
the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:33), He also raises up all
the baptized and pours out the Spirit upon them
through the preaching of His Gospel. He sends
out His apostles to “make disciples of all
nations” by “baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit," and
“teaching them to observe all that [He has]
commanded” (Matt. 28:19-20). Through such
baptizing and teaching — Gospel and
Sacraments — the holy Triune God recreates us
in the image and likeness of His incarnate Son,
Jesus, the Christ, and behold, it is “very good”
(Gen. 1:31).

Offering

The offering will be collected by passing the
offering plates at Sunday services. The offering
will be collected in the back of the church at the
Saturday service. Offerings can also be given
online at www_trinityjc.org.

Sam Powell, Senior Pastor - spowell@trinityjc.org

Angie Brenner, Director of Christian Education - abrenner@trinityjc.org
Jonathan Sprengel, Principal - jsprengel@trinityjc.org

Board of Elders, Jared Kesel, Chair - elders@trinityjc.org

Holy Communion at Trinity

The Lord's Supper is joyfully received here
today. Our Lord delivers His true body and blood
into our mouths in, with, and under the bread
and wine. For those with faith in the Lord’s
words, the sacrament forgives sins, strengthens
faith, and unites us to the Lord and with one
another. All members in good standing of The
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod have publicly
confessed this sacred gift and its benefits and
are encouraged to commune. Other guests
wishing to join our confession and receive this
sacrament are asked to meet with a pastor in
the weeks before communing. Those who
receive the sacrament should examine
themselves according to Christ's bidding (1
Corinthians 11:28) and come to the table
rejoicing, knowing that the Lord meets them
with joy.

Those coming to the altar for a blessing rather
than the Holy Supper are asked to cross their
arms over their chest. We offer gluten-free
wafers. The cups in the center of the trays are
filled with diluted wine for those who are
sensitive to alcohol.

Accessibility

Please speak to one of the ushers for assistive
hearing devices or other accessibility needs. A
nursery is available for children up to five years
old.
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1986 Concordia Publishing House. Tune: © 2018 Concordia Publishing House.: OAR Hymn License no. 110003376 Hymn 833: Text: © Lutheran
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Divine Service, Setting One

Welcome, Silent Prayer, and Ringing of the Bells

Confession and Absolution

Opening Hymn “Thy Strong Word” Choir only verses 2 and 4

Hymn 578
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5 Give us lips to sing Thy glory, A6 God the Father, light-creator,

Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim, To Thee laud and honor be.
Throats that shout the hope that fills us, To Thee, Light of Light begotten,
Mouths to speak Thy holy name. Praise be sung eternally.
Alleluia, alleluia! Holy Spirit, light-revealer,
May the light which Thou dost send Glory, glory be to Thee.
Fill our songs with alleluias, Mortals, angels, now and ever
Alleluias without end! Praise the holy Trinity!

The sign of the cross *I+ may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P) In the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen. Matthew 28:19b; [18:20]

(P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse

us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:8-9

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
(P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may

delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P) Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all
your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Service of the Word
Introit (sung responsively) Psalm 16:8—11; antiphon: Liturgical Text
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Blessed be the Holy Trinity and the undivided | Unity.

Let us give glory to him because he has shown his mer- | cy to us.
I have set the LORD always be- | fore me;

because he is at my right hand, I shall not be | shaken.
Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being re- | joices;

my flesh also | dwells secure.
For you will not abandon my soul | to Sheol,

or let your holy one see cor- | ruption.
You make known to me the | path of life;

in your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures for- | evermore.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son

and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,



is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

Kyrie Mark 10:47
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra- cious Lord.
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
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(P) The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

P] Let us pray.

Revelation 5:12-13; 19:5-9

2 Timothy 4:22

Almighty and everlasting God, You have given us grace to acknowledge the glory of the eternal
Trinity by the confession of a true faith and to worship the Unity in the power of the Divine
Majesty. Keep us steadfast in this faith and defend us from all adversities; for You, O Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit, live and reign, one God, now and forever.



Amen.
Sit

Old Testament Reading

Genesis 1:1—2:4a

The Old Testament Reading is from Genesis, chapters one and two.

In the beginning, God created the heavens and
the earth. The earth was without form and
void, and darkness was over the face of the
deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over
the face of the waters. And God said, “Let
there be light,” and there was light. And God
saw that the light was good. And God
separated the light from the darkness. God
called the light Day, and the darkness he called
Night. And there was evening and there was
morning, the first day. And God said, “Let
there be an expanse in the midst of the waters,
and let it separate the waters from the waters.”
And God made the expanse and separated the
waters that were under the expanse from the
waters that were above the expanse. And it
was so. And God called the expanse Heaven.
And there was evening and there was
morning, the second day. And God said, “Let
the waters under the heavens be gathered
together into one place, and let the dry land
appear.” And it was so. God called the dry
land Earth, and the waters that were gathered
together he called Seas. And God saw that it
was good. And God said, “Let the earth sprout
vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees
bearing fruit in which is their seed, each
according to its kind, on the earth.” And it was
so. The earth brought forth vegetation, plants
yielding seed according to their own kinds,
and trees bearing fruit in which is their seed,
each according to its kind. And God saw that
it was good. And there was evening and there
was morning, the third day. And God said,
“Let there be lights in the expanse of the
heavens to separate the day from the night.
And let them be for signs and for seasons, and
for days and years, and let them be lights in the
expanse of the heavens to give light upon the
earth.” And it was so. And God made the two
great lights—the greater light to rule the day
and the lesser light to rule the night—and the
stars. And God set them in the expanse of the

heavens to give light on the earth, to rule over
the day and over the night, and to separate the
light from the darkness. And God saw that it
was good. And there was evening and there
was morning, the fourth day. And God said,
“Let the waters swarm with swarms of living
creatures, and let birds fly above the earth
across the expanse of the heavens.” So God
created the great sea creatures and every living
creature that moves, with which the waters
swarm, according to their kinds, and every
winged bird according to its kind. And God
saw that it was good. And God blessed them,
saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the
waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the
earth.” And there was evening and there was
morning, the fifth day. And God said, “Let the
earth bring forth living creatures according to
their kinds—Ilivestock and creeping things and
beasts of the earth according to their kinds.”
And it was so. And God made the beasts of the
earth according to their kinds and the livestock
according to their kinds, and everything that
creeps on the ground according to its kind.
And God saw that it was good. Then God
said, “Let us make man in our image, after our
likeness. And let them have dominion over the
fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens
and over the livestock and over all the earth
and over every creeping thing that creeps on
the earth.” So God created man in his own
image, in the image of God he created him;
male and female he created them. And God
blessed them. And God said to them, “Be
fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and
subdue it and have dominion over the fish of
the sea and over the birds of the heavens and
over every living thing that moves on the
earth.” And God said, “Behold, I have given
you every plant yielding seed that is on the
face of all the earth, and every tree with seed
in its fruit. You shall have them for food. And
to every beast of the earth and to every bird of



the heavens and to everything that creeps on
the earth, everything that has the breath of life,
I have given every green plant for food.” And
it was so. And God saw everything that he had
made, and behold, it was very good. And there
was evening and there was morning, the sixth
day. Thus the heavens and the earth were
finished, and all the host of them. And on the

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

seventh day God finished his work that he had
done, and he rested on the seventh day from
all his work that he had done. So God blessed
the seventh day and made it holy, because on
it God rested from all his work that he had
done in creation. These are the generations of
the heavens and the earth when they were
created.

Choral Anthem “Luther’s Morning Prayer”
(Congregation sings when directed)
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Second Reading
The Epistle is from Acts, chapter two.

Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his
voice and addressed them, . . . “Men of Israel,
hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man
attested to you by God with mighty works and
wonders and signs that God did through him
in your midst, as you yourselves know— this
Jesus, delivered up according to the definite
plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified
and killed by the hands of lawless men. God
raised him up, loosing the pangs of death,
because it was not possible for him to be held
by it. For David says concerning him, “‘I saw
the Lord always before me, for he is at my
right hand that I may not be shaken; therefore
my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced;
my flesh also will dwell in hope. For you will
not abandon my soul to Hades, or let your
Holy One see corruption. You have made
known to me the paths of life; you will make
me full of gladness with your presence.’

Acts 2:14a, 22-36

about the patriarch David that he both died
and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this
day. Being therefore a prophet, and knowing
that God had sworn with an oath to him that
he would set one of his descendants on his
throne, he foresaw and spoke about the
resurrection of the Christ, that he was not
abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see
corruption. This Jesus God raised up, and of
that we all are witnesses. Being therefore
exalted at the right hand of God, and having
received from the Father the promise of the
Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you
yourselves are seeing and hearing. For David
did not ascend into the heavens, but he himself
says, “‘The Lord said to my Lord, Sit at my
right hand, until I make your enemies your
footstool.” Let all the house of Israel therefore
know for certain that God has made him both
Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you

“Brothers, I may say to you with confidence crucified.”

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia and Verse John 6:68
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Holy Gospel

ia, al-le-lu - ia.

Matthew 28:16-20

[P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 28th chapter.
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Glo - ry to You, O Lord.

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to
the mountain to which Jesus had directed
them. And when they saw him they worshiped
him, but some doubted. And Jesus came and
said to them, “All authority in heaven and on
earth has been given to me. Go therefore and

@n This is the Gospel of the Lord.

o | \’ I

make disciples of all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all
that I have commanded you. And behold, I
am with you always, to the end of the age.”

Praise to You, O Christ.
Sit
Hymn of the Day: “Holy, Holy, Holy” Hymn 507
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2 Ho-1ly, ho-ly, ho - ly! All the saints a - dore  Thee,
3 Ho-1ly, ho-1ly, ho - ly! Though the dark-ness hide  Thee,
4 Ho-1y, ho-1ly, ho - ly! Lord God Al - might - y!
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Ear - ly in the morn - 1ing our song shall rise to Thee;
Cast - ing down their gold - en crowns a-round the glass-y sea;
Though the eye of sin - ful man Thy glo - ry may not see,
All Thy works shall praise Thy name in earth and sky and sea.
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God in three per - sons, bless -ed Trin - 1 - ty!
Which  wert and art and ev - er - more shalt be.
Per - fect in  pow'r, in love, and pu - ri - ty.
God in three per - sons, bless -ed Trin - 1 - ty!

Sermon
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Athanasian Creed (Confessed in unison by the congregation)

Whoever desires to be saved must, above all, hold the catholic faith.

Whoever does not keep it whole and undefiled will without doubt perish eternally.

And the catholic faith is this,

that we worship one God in Trinity and Trinity in Unity, neither confusing the persons nor dividing
the substance.

For the Father is one person, the Son is another, and the Holy Spirit is another.

But the Godhead of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit is one: the glory equal, the
majesty coeternal.

Such as the Father 1s, such is the Son, and such is the Holy Spirit:

the Father uncreated, the Son uncreated, the Holy Spirit uncreated,;

the Father infinite, the Son infinite, the Holy Spirit infinite;

the Father eternal, the Son eternal, the Holy Spirit eternal.

And yet there are not three Eternals, but one Eternal,

just as there are not three Uncreated or three Infinites, but one Uncreated and one Infinite.

In the same way, the Father is almighty, the Son almighty, the Holy Spirit almighty;

and yet there are not three Almighties, but one Almighty.

So the Father 1s God, the Son is God, the Holy Spirit is God,

and yet there are not three Gods, but one God.

So the Father 1s Lord, the Son is Lord, the Holy Spirit is Lord;

and yet there are not three Lords, but one Lord.

Just as we are compelled by the Christian truth to acknowledge each distinct person as God and
Lord, so also are we prohibited by the catholic religion to say that there are three Gods or Lords.

The Father is not made nor created nor begotten by anyone.

The Son is neither made nor created, but begotten of the Father alone.

The Holy Spirit is of the Father and of the Son, neither made nor created nor begotten, but
proceeding.

Thus, there is one Father, not three Fathers; one Son, not three Sons; one Holy Spirit, not three
Holy Spirits.

And 1n this Trinity none is before or after another; none is greater or less than another;

but the whole three persons are coeternal with each other and coequal, so that in all things, as has
been stated above, the Trinity in Unity and Unity in Trinity is to be worshiped.

Therefore, whoever desires to be saved must think thus about the Trinity.

But it 1s also necessary for everlasting salvation that one faithfully believe the incarnation of our
Lord Jesus Christ.

Therefore, it is the right faith that we believe and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God,
is at the same time both God and man.

He 1s God, begotten from the substance of the Father before all ages; and He is man, born from the
substance of His mother in this age:

perfect God and perfect man, composed of a rational soul and human flesh;

equal to the Father with respect to His divinity, less than the Father with respect to His humanity.

Although He 1s God and man, He is not two, but one Christ:

one, however, not by the conversion of the divinity into flesh, but by the assumption of the
humanity into God,

one altogether, not by confusion of substance, but by unity of person.

For as the rational soul and flesh 1s one man, so God and man is one Christ,

who suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, rose again the third day from the dead,

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father, God Almighty, from whence He
will come to judge the living and the dead.



At His coming all people will rise again with their bodies and give an account concerning their own

deeds.

And those who have done good will enter into eternal life, and those who have done evil into eternal

fire.

This is the catholic faith; whoever does not believe it faithfully and firmly cannot be saved.

Prayer of the Church
After the prayer:

P) ...through Christ Jesus, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Offering

Handbell Anthem
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Offertory
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.
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“Jesus Priceless Treasure’

Psalm 116:12-13,17-19



Service of the Sacrament

Preface
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We lift them to the Lord.

.

(P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. Psalm 136

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P) It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, who with Your only-begotten Son and the
Holy Spirit are one God, one Lord. In the confession of the only true God, we worship the
Trinity in person and the Unity in substance, of majesty coequal. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God  of pow’r and might:
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Heav-en and earth are full of Your glo-ry. Ho - san-na. Ho -
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san-na. Ho - san - nainthe high-est. Bless-ed is He who
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.




Prayer of Thanksgiving

(P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You
created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With
repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His
body and His blood on the cross.
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew,
and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His
blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the
earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which
has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father,
be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’'s Prayer

P) Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord Matthew 26:26-28: Mark 14:22-24
Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25
Pax Domini John 20:19
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Agnus Dei John 1:29
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have

o) \ !—F-P'_— P— |
A H—N— | — — ] fr—
[ an Y [ ] | N\ A . ! | | [
ANV [ < [ [ J H_
)
mer-cy onus. Lamb of God,You take a-way the sin of the
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world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

Sit.



Distribution Hymns:

“Jesus Shall Reign” Hymn 832
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1 Je - sus shall reign wher - e’er  the sun Does its suc-
2 To Him shall end - less prayer be made, And end-less
3 Peo - ple and realms of ev - ry tongue  Dwell on His
4 Bless-ings a - bound wher - e’er He reigns: The  pris-"ners
A 5 Let ev-'ry crea - ture rise and bring Hon - ors pe-
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ces - sive  jour - neys run; His king-dom stretch from
prais - es crown His head; His name like sweet per -
love with sweet - est song; And 1n - fant voic - es
leap, un - loose their chains, The wea -ry find e -
cu - liar to our King; An - gels de - scend with
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shore to shore Till moons shall wax and wane no more.

fume shall rise With ev - ry morn - ing sac - r1 - fice.

shall pro - claim Their ear - ly bless - ings on His  name.

ter - nal restt And all who suf - fer want are blest.

songs a - gain, And earth re - peat the loud a - men.
Choral Anthem “Holy is the Lord”
“Listen, God is Calling” Sunday only Hymn 833

Refrain
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Lis - ten, lis-ten, God is call-ing Through the Word in - vit-ing,
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Of - fer-ing for - give-ness, Com - fort, and  joy. joy.
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1 Je - sus gave His man-date: Share the good news
2 Let none be for - got - ten Through - out the world.
3 Help wus to be faith - ful, Stand - ing stead - fast,

A 4 Leader All Refrain
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That He came to save us And set us free.
In the tri - une name of God Go and bap - tize.
Walk-ing in Your pre - cepts, _ Led by Your Word.



“At the Name of Jesus”
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1 At the name of Je - sus Ev - ’ry knee shall bow,
2 At His voice cre - a - tion Sprang at once to sight,
3 Hum-bled for a sea - son, To re - ceive a name
4 Bore it up tri - um - phant With its hu - man light,
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Ev - ’ry tongue con - fess Him King of glo-ry now.
All the an - gel fac - es, All the hosts of light,
From the lips of sin - mners Un - to whom He -came,
Through all ranks of crea - tures To the cen - tral height,
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"Tis the Fa - ther’s plea - sure We should call Him Lord,
Thrones and bright do - min - 1ions, Stars up - on their way,
Faith - ful - ly He bore it  Spot-less to the last,
To the throne of God - head, To the  Fa-ther’s breast,
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Who from the be-gin-nng Was the might - y Word.
All the heav’n-ly or - ders In their great ar - ray.
Brought it back vic - to - rious  When from death He passed;
Filled it with the glo - ry Of that per - fect rest.

5 In your hearts enthrone Him;

There let Him subdue

All that is not holy,
All that is not true:

Crown Him as your captain
In temptation’s hour;

Let His will enfold you
In its light and pow’r.

6 Christians, this Lord Jesus

Shall return again

In His Father’s glory,
With His angel train;

For all wreaths of empire
Meet upon His brow,

And our hearts confess Him
King of glory now.

A 7 Glory then to Jesus,
Who, the Prince of light,
To a world in darkness
Brought the gift of sight;
Praise to God the Father;
In the Spirit’s love
Praise we all together
Him who reigns above.

Hymn 512



“I Come, O Savior, To Thy Table” Hymn 618
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11 come, O Sav - ior, to Thy ta - ble, For weak and
2 Thy heart is filled with fer-vent yearn - ing That sin - ners
3Un - wor-thy though I am, O Sav - ior, Be - cause 1
4 Wea - ry am I and heav -y lad - en; With sin  my
5 What high - er gift can we in - her - it? It is faith’s
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wea - 1y 18 my soul; Thou, Bread of Life, a -
may sal -va - tion see Who, Lord, to Thee in
have a sin - ful heart, Yet Thou Thy lamb wilt
soul is  sore op - pressed; Re - ceive me gra - cious-
bond and sol - 1id base; It 18 the strength  of
h ]
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lone art a - ble To sat - is - fy and make me whole:
faith are turn - ing; So I, a sin - ner, come to Thee.
ban - ish nev - er, For Thou my faith - ful shep-herd art:
ly and glad -den My heart, for I am now Thy guest.
heart and spir - it, The <cov - e - nant of hope and grace.
fA Refrain . .
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Lord, may Thy bod -y and Thy blood Be for my soul the high-estgood!
Thank the Lord
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-'ry-one what He has done.
o) | |
e [ [ [ [ [ [ I
| | | I | | \ l | l \ J
[ b — |
Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear His name.
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He re-calls His prom-is - es and leads His peo-ple forth in joy
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le -lu - ia, al-le-Iu

ia.



Post-Communion Collect

P] Let us pray.
Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in the
Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our days
of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate
the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benediction Numbers 6:24-26
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(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
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A - men.




Closing Hymn: “Holy God, We Praise Thy Name” Hymn 940
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1 Ho - ly God, we praise Thy name; Lord of all, we
2 Hark! The glad ce - les - tial hymn An - gel choirs a -
3 Lo, thea - pos - tless ho - ly train Join Thy sa - cred
4 Thou art King of Glo - ry, Christ; Son of God, yet
A5 Ho - ly Fa - ther, ho - ly Son, Ho - ly Spir - it
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bow be - fore Thee. All on earth Thy scep - ter claim,
bove are rais - ing; Cher - u - bim and ser - a - phim,
name to hal - low; Proph - ets swell the glad re - frain,
born of Mar - y. For us sin - ners sac - 1 - ficed,
three = we name Thee; Though in es - sence on - ly one,
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All in heav’n a - bove a - dore Thee. In - fi - nite Thy
In un-ceas - ing cho - rus prais-ing, Fill the heav’'ns with
And the white - robed mar - tyrs fol - low, And from morn to
As to death a Trib - u - tar - Y, First to break the
Un -di-vid - ed God we claimThee And, a - dor - ing,
h ] ] ]
] | = ~ ' . | 1 |
fie——tc e e =
Q) | ' I [
vast do-man, Ev - er - last - 1ing is Thy reign.
sweet ac-cord Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - 1ly Lord!
set of sun  Through the Church the song goes on.
bars of death, Thou hast o - pened heav’n to faith.
bend the knee While we  own the mys - ter - vy.
A God of Acts and Facts
From The Lutheran Witness
Your Dbirthday. Your baptism. Your of the Christian Church as the Holy Spirit
confirmation. Your graduation. Your descended upon those gathered in Jerusalem
wedding anniversary. Your retirement. and they began to speak in all sorts of different
Milestone celebrations tend to revolve languages. Christmas, Good Friday, Easter,

around acts. You did something special or
something special was done to you, and you
celebrate its anniversary once a year.

Celebrations during the Church Year tend to
be marked in the same way. God’s people
celebrate acts, specifically acts of God. For
example, Pentecost celebrates the “birthday”

and Ascension are the same — all acts of God
that involve God Himself and others through
whom He was acting.

The celebration of Trinity Sunday, however, is
different. On May 31, we do not recognize
an act of God, but a fact of God. Of the 52

Sundays in the Church Year, only Trinity



Sunday commemorates a doctrine rather than
an event.

Of course, God’s acts in Scripture constantly
point us to facts about His nature. The doctrine
of the Trinity is itself seen through God’s acts,
with a key scene being the baptism of Christ:
Christ is  baptized, God speaks, the Holy
Spirit descendsin the form of a dove. But
Trinity Sunday shows us that it is important to
take a step back from the story of these acts to
ponder the facts that they point to. This
doctrine of the Trinity is vital to the Christian
faith. Our Lord is Father, Son and Holy Spirit
— three persons in ONE GOD. Nothing
expounds this central teaching of the church
better than the Athanasian Creed (found on
pages 319-320 in Lutheran Service Book). On
Trinity Sunday, we ponder this creed as it
confesses the facts of our Triune God.

The same balance is needed as we seek to
understand  ourselves. Acts are  certainly
important to the Christian life. God’s Word
gives us law, including countless examples of
God’s people acting in admirable ways. God’s
Word prescribes actions, and when we do
these things we can recognize ourselves as
God’s people.

But the facts Scripture gives us about ourselves
are important, too. For example, we are
“fearfully and wonderfully made” (Ps. 139:14)
— created in His very own image. We are
loved by God because He loves what He
made, even though His creation was marred
by sin after the fall of Adam and Eve. Since
then, we often do a masterful job of messing
up our lives, the lives of others, and God’s
creation. Yet we sinners are redeemed by God,
and this fact is assured through God’s precious
gift in Holy Baptism. We are baptized into
HIS name with water and the Word: “I
baptize you in the name of the FATHER,
SON and HOLY SPIRIT.” The facts about
who we are in Christ Jesus and the acts of
God’s created children that flow from them
define who we are.

The fact of God’s nature, that He is three
persons in one God, is a mystery that defies

comprehension. Although we may not grasp
how the Trinity is possible, we can hear and
believe what God tells us in His Word. God
gives usactsto hold on to even though
the facts of His divine perfection are beyond
our capacity to understand! For that reason,
might I offer a suggestion? Take time by
yourself or with your family during these
anticipated months of summer to review and
refresh your knowledge of the facts and
the acts of God.

Study Martin Luther’s Small Catechism, and
ask: Who is God according to the three articles
of the Apostles Creed and Luther’s
explanation? What does God command us to
do in the Ten Commandments? And, how is
God present for us today in the Divine Service
through the Sacraments of Baptism and Holy
Communion?

In your study and throughout the Church
Year, keep an eye out for the factsand
the acts of God — who He is and what He does
for you! Be reminded of this: God loves you so
much that He gave His only-begotten Son to
die for you. That selfless act is unequivocally,
100 percent fact.



