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I am with you always

MATTHEW 28:20

May 31, 2026, at 9:30am
Holy Trinity Sunday
HOLY COMMUNION

Come Experience God’s Unlimited Grace, in a Most Welcoming Place
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INTRODUCTION

Though the word trinity is not found in the scriptures, today’s second reading includes the
apostolic greeting that begins the liturgy: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. In the gospel Jesus sends his disciples
forth to baptize in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. More than a
doctrine, the Trinity expresses the heart of our faith: we have experienced the God of creation
made known in Jesus Christ and with us always through the Holy Spirit. We celebrate the
mystery of the Holy Trinity in word and sacrament, as we profess the creed, and as we are sent
into the world to bear witness to our faith.

WELCOME
PRELUDE - BELL CHOIR “Fanfare of the Faithful” Jason Krug

GATHERING

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Compassionate God,

C: we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

P: Jesus says, “Come to me,

all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.”

In the name of God,

Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit,

your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love.
C: Amen.



*GATHERING SONG “Holy God, We Praise Your Name” ELW #414

1 Holy God, we praise your name;
Lord of all, we bow before you.
All on earth your scepter claim,
all in heav'n above adore you.
Infinite your vast domain,
everlasting is your reign.

2 Hark! The glad celestial hymn
angel choirs above are raising;
cherubim and seraphim,
in unceasing chorus praising,
fill the heav'ns with sweet accord:
"Holy, holy, holy Lord!"

3 Lo, the apostolic train
join your sacred name to hallow;
prophets swell the glad refrain,
and the white-robed martyrs follow;
and from morn to set of sun
through the church the song goes on.

4 Holy Father, holy Son,
Holy Spirit, three we name you,
though in essence only one;
undivided God we claim you
and, adoring, bend the knee
while we own the mystery.

Text: source unknown; tr. Clarence A. Walworth, 1820-1900

GREETING ELW p. 138
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C: And also, with you.

KYRIE ELW p. 138-139

*HYMN OF PRAISE “Glory to God” ELW p. 139-140



*PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray,

C: Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal Three-in-
One, and we praise your power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast in this
faith, defend us in all adversity, and bring us at last into your presence, where you
live in endless joy and love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON
CHOIR ANTHEM “The Earth is the Lord’s” arr: Thornhill

WORD

First Reading: Genesis 1:1—2:4a

At the beginning of time, God the Creator, God the powerful Word, and God the life-
giving Spirit form the earth and all its inhabitants. God sees that all this created work is
good and then rests on the seventh day.

' When God began to create the heavens and the earth, * the earth was complete chaos,
and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of
the waters. * Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. * And God saw that
the light was good, and God separated the light from the darkness. > God called the light
Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the
first day.

® And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the
waters from the waters.” ’ So God made the dome and separated the waters that were
under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. ® God called
the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day.

’ And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and
let the dry land appear.” And it was so. '’ God called the dry land Earth, and the waters
that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. '' Then God
said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed and fruit trees of every kind
on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. '* The earth brought forth
vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind and trees of every kind bearing fruit with
the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. '* And there was evening and there was
morning, the third day.

' And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from
the night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, '° and let them
be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. '° God made



the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the
night—and the stars. '’ God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth,
'“to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And
God saw that it was good. '’ And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth
day.

Y And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds
fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” ' So God created the great sea monsters
and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm and
every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. ** God blessed them,
saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on
the earth.” * And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day.

** And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and
creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. *> God made
the wild animals of the earth of every kind and the cattle of every kind and everything
that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good.

“Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our likeness, and
let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over the
cattle and over all the wild animals of the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps
upon the earth.”

*"So God created humans in his image,

in the image of God he created them;

male and female he created them.
** God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth
and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and
over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” >’ God said, “See, I have given you
every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth and every tree with seed in
its fruit; you shall have them for food. *’ And to every beast of the earth and to every bird
of the air and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life,
I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. °' God saw everything that he
had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning,
the sixth day.

! Thus the heavens and the earth were finished and all their multitude. * On the sixth
day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the
work that he had done. * So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it
God rested from all the work that he had done in creation.

**These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created.

A: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.



Psalm 8
"O LoRD our Lord,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!—

’you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of infants and
children; you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe and
avenger.

*When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers,

the moon and the stars you have set in their courses,

“what are mere mortals that you should be mindful of them,

human beings that you should care for them?

’Yet you have made them little less than divine;

with glory and honor you crown them.

°You have made them rule over the works of your hands;

you have put all things under their feet:

’all flocks and cattle,

even the wild beasts of the field,
“ the birds of the air, the fish of the sea,

and whatever passes along the paths of the sea.
’O LORD our Lord,

how majestic is your name in all the earth!

ANTHEM “Wonderful Grace” arr: McCartha

Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 13:11-13

Paul closes a challenging letter to the Corinthians with an appeal to Christian fellowship
grounded in the triune harmony of Christ’s grace, God’s love, and the Spirit’s
partnership

Paul writes: '' Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Be restored; listen to my appeal;
agree with one another; live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you.
"> Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you.

" The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with all of you.

A: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “Alleluia” ELW p. 142

P: The holy gospel according to Matthew the 28th Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.



Gospel: Matthew 28:16-20
After his resurrection, Jesus summons his remaining disciples and commissions them to
baptize and teach all nations in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

'“Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed
them. '” When they saw him, they worshiped him, but they doubted. '* And Jesus came
and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. '’ Go
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit °’ and teaching them to obey everything that I have
commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

P: The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
*HYMN OF THE DAY “I Bind unto Myself Today” ELW #450

1 I bind unto myself today
the strong name of the Trinity
by invocation of the same,
the Three in One and One in Three.

2 I bind this day to me forever,
by pow'r of faith, Christ's incarnation,
his baptism in the Jordan River,
his cross of death for my salvation,
his bursting from the spiced tomb,
his riding up the heav'nly way,
his coming at the day of doom,
I bind unto myself today.

3 I bind unto myself today
the virtues of the starlit heaven,
the glorious sun's life-giving ray,
the whiteness of the moon at even,
the flashing of the lightning free,
the whirling wind's tempestuous shocks,
the stable earth, the deep salt sea,
around the old eternal rocks.



4 Christ be with me, Christ within me,
Christ behind me, Christ before me,
Christ beside me, Christ to win me,
Christ to comfort and restore me,
Christ beneath me, Christ above me,
Christ in quiet, Christ in danger,
Christ in hearts of all that love me,
Christ in mouth of friend and stranger.

S 1 bind unto myself the name,
the strong name of the Trinity
by invocation of the same,
the Three in One and One in Three,
of whom all nature has creation,
eternal Father, Spirit, Word.
Praise to the Lord of my salvation;
salvation is of Christ the Lord!

Text: attr. St. Patrick, 372-466; para. Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818-1895

*NICENE CREED

C: We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again



in accordance with the scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P: Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of the

world.
A brief silence.

A: Holy God, we are in awe of your creative work. Continue that work in your church,
making us a new creation that proclaims your presence and love. God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.

A: Creator God, nature reveals your power and glory. Protect water sources, vegetation,
and wildlife as reminders of who you are. God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.

A: Redeemer God, you call us to pray for those in authority. Guide our leaders to pursue
the work of fostering peace and community. We pray for peace in the Middle East and
Ukraine. Send wisdom to our leaders that they may strive for peace and justice in all the
world. Guard and protect those serving in the armed forces. Comfort the families who
have lost loved ones in conflict. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.

A: Sustaining God, you are mindful of your people in every circumstance. Heal those
who are sick. Provide for all who hunger. Protect those in harm’s way. Comfort any
experiencing hardship. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.



A: Gracious God, we pray for the children of our church and community. Provide for
their needs. Support their caregivers. Nurture their faith. God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.

A: Loving God, we give thanks for those who have died and claimed their baptismal
promises. Strengthen us to live as they did in communion with you. God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.

P: Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken prayers to
you, O God, through Jesus our Savior.

C: Amen.
*PEACE
MEAL
OFFERING - ANTHEM “All Things Work Together” Angerman/Nolan

(We thank you for your time, talent, and treasure toward ministry at FELC and beyond.
Please place your donation in the offering basket at the back of church, or on-line at
https://felcdecatur.org/give, or by mail.)

OFFERING PRAYER

P: Loving God,

C: we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,

so that all creation can taste your abundance.

We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places


https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffelcdecatur.org%2Fgive&data=05%7C02%7C%7C0c4614b842ac49c6c00908dce3d774a6%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638635761788824952%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Xo7j8loWrM%2FD%2FlPm6nZg6MN96%2BCVEqTvLW1Z4GPBDMI%3D&reserved=0

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You reveal your glory as the glory of the Father, the Son,
And the Holy Spirit: equal in majesty, undivided in
Splendor, one Lord, one God, ever to be adored

In your eternal glory.

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter

and all the witnesses of the resurrection,

with earth and sea and all their creatures,

with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ELW p. 144
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P: We give you thanks, Father,

through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son,

whom you sent in this end of the ages

to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will.

He is your Word, inseparable from you,

through whom you created all things,

and in whom you take delight.

He 1s your Word, sent from heaven to a virgin’s womb.
He there took on our nature and our lot



and was shown forth as your Son,

born of the Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary.

He, our Lord Jesus, fulfilled all your will

and won for you a holy people;

he stretched out his hands in suffering

in order to free from suffering those who trust you.

He is the one who, handed over to a death he freely accepted,
in order to destroy death, to break the bonds of the evil one,
to crush hell underfoot, to give light to the righteous,

to establish his covenant, and to show forth the resurrection,
taking bread and giving thanks to you, said:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, then, his death and resurrection,

we take this bread and cup,

giving you thanks that you have made us worthy

to stand before you and to serve you as your priestly people.

Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your church;

gather into one all who share this bread and wine;

fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth,

that we may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ;
through whom all glory and honor are yours, almighty Father,
with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and forever.
C: Amen

LORD’S PRAYER ELW p. 145

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!

At each worship service FELC celebrates communion around the altar rail using non-
alcoholic sacramental wine so that all present may receive God’s Grace in this
sacrament. If anyone is unable to come to the altar, the Pastor and assistants will bring



the sacrament to you. (If possible, please alert the Pastor or Assistant prior to Worship
service if you want communion at your seat).

If you are taking communion at the rail and feel less steady on your feet, feel free to come
to the front of the communion rail rather than walking around toward the back.

COMMUNION “Lamb of God” ELW p. 146
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BELL CHOIR “Remembrance” Jason Krug

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P: Compassionate God,

C: through the gifts of bread and wine

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS



SENDING

*BLESSING

P: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, -+ one God,
bless, heal, and hold you today and always.
C: Amen.

*SENDING HYMN “Come, Join the Dance of Trinity” ELW #412

1 Come, join the dance of Trinity,
before all worlds begun—
the interweaving of the Three,
the Father, Spirit, Son.
The universe of space and time
did not arise by chance,
but as the Three, in love and hope,
made room within their dance.

2 Come, see the face of Trinity,
newborn in Bethlehem;
then bloodied by a crown of thorns
outside Jerusalem.
The dance of Trinity is meant
for human flesh and bone;
when fear confines the dance in death,
God rolls away the stone.

3 Come, speak aloud of Trinity,
as wind and tongues of flame
set people free at Pentecost
to tell the Savior's name.
We know the yoke of sin and death,
our necks have worn it smooth;
go tell the world of weight and woe
that we are free to move!



4 Within the dance of Trinity,
before all worlds begun,
we sing the praises of the Three,
the Father, Spirit, Son.
Let voices rise and interweave,
by love and hope set free,

to shape in song this joy, this life:

the dance of Trinity.

Text: Richard Leach, b. 1953

Text © 2001 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. www.selahpub.com All rights reserved. Used by permission.

*DISMISSAL

A: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!

C: Thanks be to God.

*POSTLUDE

Liturgy from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006. All Rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress

Lectionary - Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress.
Permission is granted for congregations to reproduce copies for local use only and this copyright notice appears.

All reprints used by permission© John Ylvisaker, Box 321, Waverly, IA 50677
CCLI License # 2368672 | One License #A-734658
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Presiding and Preaching
Assisting Minister
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Organist/Bell Choir Director
Interim Choir Director
Technical Director
Audio/Visual

Bell Ringer

Greeter

Check-In

Acolyte

Communion Aide
Money Counters
Flowers

Son Rise Café

Indoor Plant Watering

Minister Claire Vail

Lucas Reynolds

Galen Arnold

Rick Strine

Milton Scott

Mason Oliver

Abbey Jordan & Audio/Visual Team
Mike Reynolds

Mike & Karen Reynolds

Susan Martin & Marsha Corley
Gemma Berry

Jim & Judy Oettel and Gary & Carolyn Likins
Jay & Mary Jo Rowley

Jim & Judy Oettel

Carolyn Likins



Puayey Requesls

Barb Ahlenius, Matt Andrews & Family, Tom Bilyeu, Leon Bolin, Peg Books,

Mary Broomfield, Don David Colllins, Jeanie Dennis, Darlene Ducharme, Bill Fitzgerrel,
Esther Gregory, Jan Lawson, Sharon Lindeman, Marilyn Oftedal, RuthAnn & Don Ruby,
Sebastian (Bass) Smallwood, Mary Ann Stolley, Ken Stolley, Rick Strine, Rudy Zucker Sr.

If you'd like to add someone to the Prayer Request list, please contact Kay at the office.
Prayer requests remain on the list for 3 weeks and can be extended longer at your request

Annocuwncements

After Worship, please join us downstairs in the Fellowship Hall for SonRise Café this
morning.

Next Sunday, June 7%, is FIRST FRUITS SUNDAY. Please bring food or monetary
donations for AMELCA.

Grief Group meets Monday, June 1% at 11:00am in the Lounge.

Dove Staff Meeting is Tuesday, June 2™ at 11:00am in the Fellowship Hall.

Decatur Choral Board meets Tuesday, June 2™ at Spm in the Lounge.

Explore Team meets Thursday, June 4" at 5:30pm at FELC in the Lounge.

Synod Assembly gathers Saturday, June 6 at 9:00am via Zoom. FELC voting members
are Molly Berry, Marty Brilley & Minister Claire Vail.

The AMELCA Team served 110 clients on Wednesday May 27% .

Pastor Sarah Cordray is expected to begin at FELC the week of August 17%. Her
Installation is scheduled for Sunday, September 13,

Upcoming Joinl Events & Wenwshife Sowices
July 12" will be Joint Worship Service and Outdoor BBQ/picnic at Holy Cross
Vacation Bible School will be August 3™ — 7™ from 6:00pm — 8:00pm at Holy Cross. It is
a little different this year having VBS in the evening, but we are hoping to secure a few
more volunteers within that timeframe.
August 30™ will be Joint Worship Service at FELC
September 13™ is typically the Sunday to celebrate “God’s Work our Hands”. A specific
date has not been determined, but an event will likely be organized around that timeframe.
September 19" is the WELCA Fall Gathering held at Holy Cross Lutheran Church,
Decatur. Last year the event was in Champaign and we had 90 women attend the event;
several from FELC and HC attended. With the event being held in Decatur, we hope to see
more FELC & HC attendees. More information to follow.
October 4™ is the East Central Conference ‘Synod Day’. This is a follow-up to our June
6" C/SIS Synod Assembly. Our C/SIS Synod Office will have a variety of events.
Everyone is encouraged to attend.

October 31* “Trunk ‘r Treat’ at Holy Cross. This will be a joint event with FELC & HC.



