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“We believe God is calling us to in-

vite people into a deeper relation-

ship with Christ, that they may dis-

cover true peace and be prepared to 

follow Him in compassionate ser-

vice.” 

Shalom Now! 

Cont’d 

This month, instead of writing about another Christian festival, I 
thought I would write about a common problem in church and so-
ciety. 
 

We don’t control our speech well. Political leaders routinely bash 
their opponents, speaking of them in demonic terms. We routinely 
attribute bad motives and character to people we disagree with. 
Having spent so much time in echo chambers created by preferred 
media sources, we have little appetite for dialogue. We often listen 
in order to attack; we engage in order to subdue. 

And in this situation, Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s little classic Life Together has a lot of 
wisdom to share. Bonhoeffer, a Lutheran pastor and theologian, ran an illegal 
seminary at Finkenwalde in modern-day Poland from 1935 to 1937. After the Ge-
stapo shut it down, Bonhoeffer wrote his thoughts on how Christian community 
could be structured and sustained in this book.  
 

Life Together is honest. It is well aware of the forces that tear at Christian com-
munity: the judgments of others, the formation of cliques, the gossip, and the de-
sire for control at the expense of relationship. Paragraphs like these continue to 
be convicting, showing how we often fail to control our words: 
 

Often we combat our evil thoughts most effectively if we absolutely refuse to al-
low them to be verbalized….Those who keep their tongue in check control both 
spirit and body (James 3:3ff.). Thus it must be a decisive rule of all Christian 
community life that each individual is prohibited from talking about another 
Christian in secret….talking about others in secret is not allowed even under the 
pretense of help and goodwill. For it is precisely in this guise that the spirit of 
hatred between believers always creeps in, seeking to cause trouble. 

 

This sounds difficult if not impossible. Nevertheless, it’s a necessity for a healthy 
community. Most of the time with most of us, it’s better to approach the person 
directly with one’s concerns to prevent that “spirit of hatred” from creeping in. 
That’s what Jesus teaches us in Matthew 18. To be sure, there may be other times 
(e.g. high-stress encounters, abuse, uneven power dynamics) that we need a third 
party to help us figure out how to proceed. But proceeding is imperative. We 
can’t let bad situations linger and fester. When they do, they poison a communi-
ty.  
 

Bonhoeffer goes on to offer a vision of what happens when we practice this disci-
pline of the tongue: 
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REMINDER: Please continue to support our Coffee 
Fund with your donations. The donation box is located 
on the treat table in the Community Room! 

Where this discipline of the tongue is practiced right from the start, individuals will make an amazing dis-
covery. They will be able to stop constantly keeping an eye on others, judging them, condemning them, 
and putting them in their places and thus doing violence to them. They can now allow other Christians to 
live freely, just as God has brought them face to face with each other. The view of such persons expands 
and, to their amazement, they recognize for the first time the richness of God’s creative glory shining over 
their brothers and sisters. God did not make others as I would have made them. God did not give them to 
me so that I could dominate and control them, but so that I might find the Creator by means of them. 

 

With all this advice, it’s also important to remember that healthy community is always a gift of God. Left to 
ourselves, we form communities after the way of the world, with core values of fear, resentment, and con-
trol. However, with the Spirit of God, communities of still-sinful people understand they are made for more. 
We fail each other. We disappoint each other. We make each other angry or discouraged. But the Spirit of 
God keeps us in the truth: our community at Shalom is grounded in the forgiveness we each receive in Jesus 
Christ when we hear God’s Word and receive the Sacraments. 
 

Love to you all, 
 

Pastor David 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer. Life Together and Prayerbook of the Bible (Dietrich Bonhoeffer Works 10), p. 94, Fortress Press. Kindle Edition. 

Happy Father’s Day June 21, 2026 
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YOUTH 

UPDATE we are currently just past the 50% mark of our fundraising goal. 
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SHALOM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
COUNCIL MINUTES 

April 20th, 2026 
 

PRESENT:   Carol, Grant, Ken, Kersten, and Pastor David 
ABSENT:     Corey, Sherri 
Meeting was called to order at 5:33 pm.  
 
Motion made by Ken to approve agenda, seconded by Pastor David, and carried unanimously. Motion 
made by Ken to approve the March 16, 2026 Council minutes, seconded by Kersten, and carried 
unanimously. 
 
Devotion and Prayer by Pastor David, using the Moravian Church’s approach of reflecting on a daily 
text, this one from John 16:7. 
 
Reviewed reports by Pastor and Committees: 
**Pastor’s Report: Report included in packet along with updates on the Jeremiah 29 project, con-
firmation, and the need for new synod meeting voting members due to eligibility issues with those 
named by the congregation. A youth-children’s chorus as well as radio ministry focused on the arts 
are being discussed as potential options for Jeremiah 29 projects. Confirmation will be May 17. After 
discussion, the Council will have Pastor David reach out to a few potential members for interest in 
serving as synod delegates on May 30. 
** Staff: Report in packet from the music and youth director.   
** Worship: Report in packet.  Committee noted the need for other committees to review shared 
ministry task list for accuracy, inclusion, and deletions before they are distributed to the congrega-
tion. 
** Finance: Report in packet. Building fund is ahead of budget, general fund getting closer to budget. 
Reformatting of future budget reports for newsletters were discussed and will be tried in coming 
months.  
** Stewardship: No report. Pastor David noted exploring future stewardship outreach with Thrivent 
help. 
** Y/ED: Report in packet. Noted discussion on potential adjustment of family palooza into a more 
manageably-sized event, possibly a weeknight, summer jam with music type event to be explored. 
**Outreach and Caring: Report in packet. Noted that beautification will acquire chair for women’s 
restroom.   
**God’s Work Our Hands: Report in packet.  
**Personnel: No report. Did not meet.   
** Property: Reported meeting, but no written report submitted. 
** Technology: Requested sale of used floor sound monitors, motion by Carol, seconded by Ken to 
approve the sale by Technology, with proceeds to the Technology restricted fund, carried unanimous-
ly. Technology and Property committees are continuing to work on event forms, which will be routed 
to council when done.  
** Radio Ministry: Report in packet. Noted new ministry content to be shared, and fundraising goal 
remains. 
** Mission Endowment Fund: Report in packet from January meeting. 
 
Old Business: None. 
 
New Business: None. 
 
A closing prayer was offered by Carol. 
There being no other business before the Council, the meeting was adjourned at 6:47 pm.   
 
Respectfully submitted by Kersten Kappmeyer, Council Secretary 
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Shalom Lutheran Financial Activity: 

Apr/26 
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Shalom’s Rag Tag Army for Jesus joined Habitat’s 100th 

Home Faith Build on Tuesday, April 21 for a busy day of exterior 

work on the roof and walls, and interior bathroom reinforcement. 

The weather was perfect for a very productive team effort. Tam Bu-

kowski, Randy Dertinger, Dan and Sharon Hermanson, Randy 

Hoffbeck, Mike Priebe, and Catherine Scholer Kilewer worked the 

morning shift; Dean Kliewer joined for the afternoon. Jenna, the 

owner, met us on her lunch hour to cheer us on. Thanks to all at 

Shalom who contributed to reach our goal of $1500.  
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BOOKWORM BUNCH 
 
“SO MANY BOOKS-SO LITTLE TIME”!! Enjoy read-
ing??? Great Discussions???. Come join us at one of our 
monthly gatherings. We meet the last Monday of each 
month (unless it is a holiday) at 1 pm at Shalom. If any 
questions, call Barb at 952-297-2541 or Joann at 320-219-0810. 

Adult Bible Study 

First, the good news:  God always speaks to us through the Bible.   
 

Second, the bad news:  we don’t listen or read the Bible as  often as we 
would like. 
 

Third, the good news: we can share God’s Word in inspiring  
ways.   Come to our gatherings on Thursday mornings from 10-11:00 
am.  

Following is the list of books selected for discussion. 
 

 June 29             The Extraordinary Life of Sam Hell   Robert Dugoni 

July 27              Where the Wildflowers Grow              Terah Shelton Harris 

August 31         I See You’ve Called in Dead                  John Kenney 

September 28  Fire Keeper’s Daughter                         Angeline Boulley 

October 26       Theo of Golden                                       Allen Levi 

November 30  Whatever Happened to Lori Lovely   Sarah Mc Coy 

December 14    Luncheon (Tentative Date) 
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Looking to help your community connect?  Shalom’s Radio Ministry Committee is thankful for 

those who have pledged their support and offered encouragement 

toward making “102.9 Connects” (KON-X) a reality!  Our pro-

posed radio ministry’s goals are to connect the community, express 

our love and support of our neighbors, meet God's calling to serve 

others, share the good news of Jesus Christ, and help others discover 

true peace. Two updates this month!  First, a programming up-

date. We are pleased to feature two short form programs by Pastor 

Kathryn Rothman as an example of the features a radio ministry like 

KON-X could bring to the community.  You can listen to these 

programs by clicking on the following links: Pastor Kathry-

n’s conversation with Father Tom Sinning and Pastor Kathryn’s conversation with Kersten 

Kappmeyer.  Click on the links and they should play on any internet device. Second, a financial up-

date. We have received over $9,100 in monetary donations, as well as equipment donations, leaving 

approximately $6,000 left to raise. This startup funding is necessary to launch the ministry, and our 

goal is to meet this by a July 1 deadline. If you feel moved to support this ministry, please consider 

lending support, either financially or by getting involved with the Committee. Donations are accepted to 

Shalom Lutheran’s attention; just clearly designate them for “Radio Ministry.” And all are welcome to at-

tend committee monthly meetings, generally on second Sundays after Worship. Questions? Contact Ker-

sten Kappmeyer or Pastor Kathryn Rothman.  Connect with us to help our community connect!  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UbGPtW-gyKVo_vcxoigQpoMotEG00XRm/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UbGPtW-gyKVo_vcxoigQpoMotEG00XRm/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gsk_hhlkAXw90EbirEo_FU7oKuuJerMz/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gsk_hhlkAXw90EbirEo_FU7oKuuJerMz/view?usp=sharing
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40th Annual Shalom Western Barbeque 
Wednesday, July 15, 2026 

4:30 to 7:00 p.m. 
 

 Plans are well underway for our Annual Shalom Western Barbeque where we invite 
the local community to enjoy a terrific meal and experience the friendliness and welcome 
Shalom is known for.  Your friendly smiling faces and work ethic make this event both pos-
sible and a success.  Please mark your calendar so you can spend July 15th helping with the 
Barbeque. 
  
 Sign-up sheets will go up the second week of June. Among the work stations listed 
there are also food items and supplies that can be donated.  This year we are running one 
shift from 4:30-7:00 with extra workers available between 5:30-6:30 for those who wish to 
take off to eat with family.  If you have questions about what to do in your area, please ask a 
BBQ Committee member.  On July 15th please come to your assigned area 15 min. early to 
receive instructions as needed.  Whatever your skills or interests are, we have a spot for 
you! 
 
 Barbeque Committee members are:  Jim Whipkey, Corey Drewes, Carol Hed-
lund, Sue Engstrom, Dave Harris,  Linda Fenelon, Deb Kramer, Jan Zarbok and Al Ander-
son. The meal will consist of pork chops, potato salad, baked beans, chips, relish , bread 
and watermelon.   
 
 Also the second week of June you will find an envelope containing a letter and 10 
tickets that we ask you to sell; some people pay for them and give to friends or neighbors.  
(We do give complimentary tickets to law enforcement and others that provide complimen-
tary use of items.)  Please return the money from ticket sales to Dave Harris’s mailbox or 
the Church Office.  You can also get more tickets in the Office. This year we are not printing 
special tickets for children.  All tickets will be $18 in advance and $20 at the door.  Posters 
will come out in June as well.  Sue E. does a fantastic job of spreading the posters around 
Alexandria and surrounding communities, but please feel free to take a couple to post at 
your work site. 
 
 Bake Sale  There will of course be a Bake Sale.  We encourage and appreciate all 
items you make and bring.  People love all kinds of homemade goodies—whether it is 
homemade jelly or jam, pickles, bread, pies, cookies or snacks. 
This year we will be accepting gifts of money from those who are unable to help or not in-
terested in providing items for the Bake Sale or dinner (see the sign-up sheet).   
 

Our profit from the Barbeque is split with the Council having discretion over the use 
of one half the proceeds.  The Committee has chosen to pay the annual dues of $300 for 
Bread for the World and the rest to reduction our Sanctuary mortgage. 

 
Please join us in making this special event a warm, friendly, welcoming way to invite 

the community to see what makes Shalom unique.  Let’s celebrate all things Shalom with a 
wonderful day! Thank you all in advance. 
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June Shared  Ministry 
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June Birthdays 

Your Shalom family rejoices with you as you celebrate the day God gave you life.  Birthday Blessings!  If we missed you birthday please let us 
know in the church office because we would like to include you in our thoughts and prayers on your birthday! 

Hospitality treats will be served in 

the Community Room between 

10:30 and 11:30 a.m. on Sundays. 

The schedule June is:  

If you are unable to make it, 
please call someone to replace 
you. Thank you  

06/04 Erickson Angie 

06/05 Wishard Barb 

06/07 Flaten Sarah 

06/08 Dale Kaleigh 

06/10 Halvorson Alli 

06/15 Evjen Cassie 

06/16 Samuelson Ron 

06/19 Kilgore Barb 

06/19 Malvin Dave 

06/23 Holthusen Brayden 

06/24 Caron Parker 

06/27 Pexsa Grant 

06/28 Rogosheske Joyce 

06-07-26 06-14-26 06-21-26 

Dave & Barb Beyer 
Bonnie Anderson 

Courtney Bouressa 

Tom & Renae Hills 

Ryan & Rachel Buse 

Carolyn Carlson 

Tam & Fritz Bukowski 
Alli Halvorson 

Arvin & Susan Pletcher 

  

06-28-26 

  
Brian & Kim Casavan 

Corey & Tammy Drewes 

Randy & Leann Hoffbeck 
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Shalom Lutheran Church, ELCA 
681 Voyager Drive 
Alexandria, MN 56308 

320-762-8641 
office@shalomlutheran.org 

Follow us on Facebook: 

@shalomlutheranchurch 


