I am with you always

MATTHEW 28:20
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Welcoming all
Reaching out in love
Growing together in Christ
Worshiping and serving in Jesus’ nhame

Reverend Godfred Effisah
717-532-4614 (church office) or 571-572-0119 (cell)
pastor@memliuth.org
Office Hours: Monday to Thursday: 9:00 am to 3:00 pm

Children are an active part of Memorial’s community of faith! We welcome you to
worship each week! Children’s bulletins and Quiet Bags (lots of exciting things
to do!) are available at the doors coming from the parking lot. Please take one
of each as they may help your children bring smiles into our time of worship!


https://memluth.breezechms.com/people/view/46108831#

Welcome to Memorial Lutheran Church. As you prepare for
Worship, please silence your cell phone.

INTRODUCTION

Though the word ftrinity is not found in the scriptures, today’s second
reading includes the apostolic greeting that begins the liturgy: The
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. In the gospel Jesus sends his disciples
forth to baptize in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy
Spirit. More than a doctrine, the Trinity expresses the heart of our faith:
we have experienced the God of creation made known in Jesus Christ
and with us always through the Holy Spirit. We celebrate the mystery
of the Holy Trinity in word and sacrament, as we profess the creed,
and as we are sent into the world to bear witness to our faith.

GATHERING
WELCOME
PRELUDE “Voluntary on Nyland” - Young

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Please kneel or stand as you are able.

All make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as
the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose compassion endures
forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God, we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is
heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back
to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to
dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying
heavy burdens, and | will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, +
Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love.

Amen.

Please remain standing or stand as you are able.
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GATHERING HYMN “Holy God, We Praise Your Name” ELW 414

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you always.

And also with you.

KYRIE READ RESPONSIVELY
In peace, in peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

For the reign of God, and for peace throughout the world, for the unity
of all, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

For your people here who have come to give you praise, for the
strength to live your word, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, and defend us, O God. Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE “This is the Feast”
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray together.

Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory,
eternal Three-in-One, and we praise your power, majestic One-in-
Three. Keep us steadfast in this faith, defend us in all adversity,
and bring us at last into your presence, where you live in endless
joy and love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever. Amen.
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Please be seated.
WORD

FIRST READING Genesis 1:1—2:4a
At the beginning of time, God the Creator, God the powerful Word, and
God the life-giving Spirit form the earth and all its inhabitants. God
sees that all this created work is good and then rests on the seventh
day.

"When God began to create the heavens and the earth, “the earth was
complete chaos, and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a
wind from God swept over the face of the waters. ° Then God said, “Let
there be light,” and there was light. “And God saw that the light was
good, and God separated the light from the darkness. °God called the
light Day, and the darkness he caIIed Night. And there was evening
and there was morning, the first day. °And God said, “Let there be a
dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the
waters.” ' So God made the dome and separated the waters that were
under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was
so. “God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was
morning, the second day. ? And God said, “Let the waters under the sky
be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And
it was so. '’ God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were
gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. '
Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed
and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.”
And it was so. “The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding
seed of every kind and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in
it. And God saw that it was good And there was evening and there
was morning, the third day. "~ And God said, “Let there be lights in the
dome of the sky to separate the day from the nl%ht and let them be for
S|gns and for seasons and for days and years, “and let them be Ilghts
in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. '°
God made the two great lights—the greater Ilght to rule the day and the
lesser light to rule the night—and the stars "God set them in the
dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, ' to rule over the day and
over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God
saw that it was good ? And there was evening and there was morning,
the fourth day. “”And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of
living creatures and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of
the sky.” °'So God created the great sea monsters and every living
creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm and
every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. ** God
blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multlply and fill the waters in the
seas, and let birds multiply on the earth “ And there was evening and
there was morning, the fifth day. “ And God said, “Let the earth bring
t;orth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild



animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. “° God made the wild
animals of the earth of every kind and the cattle of every kind and eve-
rything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it
was good. “°Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, ac-
cording to our likeness, and let them have dominion over the fish of the
sea and over the birds of the air and over the cattle and over all the
wild animals of the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps up-
on the earth.” " So God created humans in his image, in the image of
God he created them; male and female he created them. “°God
blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill
the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and
over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the
earth.” “?God said, “See, | have given you every plant yielding seed
that is upon the face of all the earth and every tree with seed in its fruit;
you shall have them for food. “*’ And to every beast of the earth and to
every bird of the air and to everything that creeps on the earth, every-
thing that has the breath of life, | have given every green plant for
food.” And it was so. ' God saw everything that he had made, and in-
deed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning,
the sixth day. ' Thus the heavens and the earth were finished and all
their multitude. “On the sixth day God finished the work that he had
done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had
done. “So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it
God rested from all the work that he had done in creation. “° These are
the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 8 READ RESPONSIVELY
'O LoRrD our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!—
“you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the
mouths of infants and children;
you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the
foe and avenger.
*When | consider your heavens, the work of your fingers,
the moon and the stars you have set in their courses,
“what are mere mortals that you should be mindful of them,
human beings that you should care for them?
°Yet you have made them little less than divine;
with glory and honor you crown them.
°You have made them rule over the works of your hands;
you have put all things under their feet:
"all flocks and cattle,
even the wild beasts of the field,
®the birds of the air, the fish of the sea,
and whatever passes along the paths of the sea.
20 LoRD our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!



SECOND READING 2 Corinthians 13:11-13
Paul closes a challenging letter to the Corinthians with an appeal to
Christian fellowship grounded in the triune harmony of Christ’s grace,
God'’s love, and the Spirit’s partnership.

[Paul writes:] ! Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Be restored; lis-
ten to my appeal; agree with one another; live in peace; and the God of
love and peace will be with you. '“Greet one another with a holy kiss.
All the saints greet you. "* The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love
of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia. Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; God’s glory fills the
whole earth. Alleluia. (Isa. 6:3)

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 28th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL Matthew 28:16-20
After his resurrection, Jesus summons his remaining disciples and
commissions them to baptize and teach all nations in the name of the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

'®Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which
Jesus had directed them. '"When they saw him, they worshiped him,
but they doubted. '® And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to me. '“Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations, baptizinz% them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit “~ and teaching them to obey everything
that | have commanded you. And remember, | am with you always, to
the end of the age.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SERMON

Please stand as you are able.
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HYMN OF THE DAY “Come, Join the Dance of Trinity” ELW 412

Please be seated.

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM
This person has come to us from another church, and desires to make
public affirmation of his Baptism.

| present Michael Pimental, who desires to make public affirmation of
his baptism.

Dear friend, we rejoice to receive you, member of the one holy catholic
and apostolic Church, into our fellowship in the Gospel.

The presiding minister may continue with prayer.

Let us pray.

Merciful God, we thank you for this brother, whom you have made your
own by water and the Word in baptism. You have called him to
yourself, enlightened him with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished
him in the community of faith. Uphold your servant in the gifts and
promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom you have
brought to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ.

Amen.

| ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess
the faith of the church.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
Response: | renounce them.

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
Response: | renounce them.

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
Response: | renounce them.

The presiding minister addresses the assembly.
Do you believe in God the Father?

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.



Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to
continue in the covenant God made with you in holy baptism:
to live among God’s faithful people,
to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper,
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?
Response: | do, and | ask God to help and guide me.

The minister addresses the assembly.

People of God, do you promise to support this brother and pray for him
in his life in Christ.
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

Those making affirmation may kneel. The presiding minister prays for
God'’s blessing.

Let us pray.
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you
give us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life.

The minister may lay both hands on the head of the person and say:

Stir up in Michael the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge
and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now
and forever. Amen.
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Those making public affirmation stand and face the assembly. A
representative of the congregation addresses the assembly.

Let us rejoice with this brother in Christ.

We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give
thanks and praise to God and proclaim the good news to all the
world.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the
needs of the world.

A brief silence.

Eternal Father, you invite each of us to share in the life and ministry of
your Son, Jesus Christ. Send your Holy Spirit to transform our faith
family into a community of disciples. In this year of discipleship, teach
us how to listen to Jesus, to love Jesus deeply, and to share Jesus
with everyone we meet. Through the Holy Spirit, guide us to deepen
our commitment as disciples of Jesus. Lead us, we pray, to grow as an
intentional community, committed to our call to discipleship. God of
grace, hear our prayer.

Gracious and caring God, we thank you for all the women who nurture,
guide, and uplift our lives. We thank you for mothers who give endless-
ly, daughters who bring hope for tomorrow, and sisters who stand be-
side us in love and support. Bless the women who have sacrificed qui-
etly, loved deeply, and served faithfully. Strengthen those facing chal-
lenges and comfort those who feel alone. May every woman feel val-
ued, respected, and appreciated for the unique gifts she brings into the
world. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Gracious and welcoming God, we thank you for the life of Michael and
for leading him into the fellowship of our community. We celebrate the
unique gifts, experiences, and heart he brings to our midst. As we jour-
ney together in faith, help us to bear one another’s burdens, celebrate
one another’s joys, and spur each other on toward love and good
deeds. May Memorial be a place where he feels belong, valued, and
strengthened in his spiritual life. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Holy God, we are in awe of your creative work. Continue that work in
your church, making us a new creation that proclaims your presence
and love. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Sustaining God, you are mindful of your people in every circumstance.
Heal those who are sick. Provide for all who hunger. Protect those in
harm’s way. Comfort any experiencing hardship (especially). God of
%ace, hear our prayer.



Here other intercessions may be offered.

Loving God, we give thanks for those who have died and claimed their
baptismal promises (especially). Strengthen us to live as they did in
communion with you. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and un-
spoken prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE Please greet those around you

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Please be seated.

SENIOR CHOIR OFFERTORY “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” - Schrader

The Ushers will collect the offering.

Please stand as you are able.

OFFERTORY RESPONSE
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” ELW 884

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heav'nly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

MEAL

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray together.

Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us
take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation
can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.

Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE - HOLY TRINITY

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ. You reveal your glory as the glory of
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit: equal in majesty, undivided in
splendor, one Lord, one God, ever to be adored in your eternal glory.
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY Read Together
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth
are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God; you are most holy,
and great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you
gave your only Son, that whoever believes in him may not perish but
have eternal life. Having come into the world, he fulfilled for us your
holy will and accomplished our salvation.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and
eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving Passion
and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and his promise to
come again, we give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, not as we
ought, but as we are able; and we implore you mercifully to accept our
praise and thanksgiving, and, with your Word and Holy Spirit, to bless
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us, your servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine; that we
and all who share in the body and blood of your Son may be filled with
heavenly peace and joy, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be
sanctified in soul and body, and have our portion with all your saints.

All glory and honor is yours, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, in
your holy Church, now and forever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Lord remember us in your Kingdom, and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!

Please be seated.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

All are welcome at the Lord’s table. Please come forward by the center
aisle at the usher’s direction. If you choose to have wine for commun-
ion, take an empty cup from the usher. If you prefer grape juice,
receive a pre-filled cup at the altar. If you or a child has never received
the sacrament, fold hands to receive a blessing instead. After receiving
communion or a blessing, you may choose to remain at the altar for
extra time in prayer. When you return to your pew do so by the side
aisles. Please deposit the empty cup in the basket.

Please stand as you are able.

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace.

Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray together.

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our
hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us
that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as
you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.

Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, + one God, bless, heal, and hold you
today and always.

Amen.

SENDING HYMN “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!” ELW 413
14



DISMISSAL
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE “Postlude” - J. L. Battmann

~ N N N

Visit of Mary to Elizabeth

Sunday, May 31, 2026

This festival marks the occasion when Mary, pregnant with Jesus, visit-
ed her cousin Elizabeth who was herself pregnant with John. Elizabeth
pronounced Mary "blessed among women," and Mary responded with
the song called the Magnificat.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All
rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #SAS004243. New Revised Standard Version Updated Edi-
tion. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. Revised
Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, ad-
min Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.

15



o N

Mary Kay Dagenhart
Doug & Pat Maun
Jeanne Naugle
Dorothy Railing
Trina Ruth
Wayne Widney
All Caregivers

Pastor
Pastor Godfred Effisah

Organist & Pianist
Nancy Fogelsanger

Senior Choir / Bell Choir
Director
Kathy Kerr

Parish Coordinator
Amy Piper

O[e{0

Check out our church website using this QR Code! I

[=]

16



