
Order of Worship  

The Holy Trinity  

May 31 , 202 6 
 

 
 

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church  

745 S. Ingraham Ave nue  

Lakeland, FL 33801  

863 -686 -5585  
 

The Rev. Dr. Olga -Maria Cruz , Pastor  

Email: pastor@gracelakeland.com  

www.gracelakeland.com  

 

mailto:pastor@gracelakeland.com
http://www.gracelakeland.com/


2 

 

INTRODUCTION Though the word trinity is not found in the scriptures, today’s second reading includes the 

apostolic greeting that begins the liturgy: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. In the gospel Jesus sends his disciples forth to baptize in the name of the Father, and the 

Son, and the Holy Spirit. More than a doctrine, the Trinity expresses the heart of our faith: we have experienced the 

God of creation made known in Jesus Christ and with us always through the Holy Spirit. We celebrate the mystery of 

the Holy Trinity in word and sacrament, as we profess the creed, and as we are sent into the world to bear witness to 

our faith. 
 

*=ALL STAND for this part of worship 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE                  Holy God, We Praise Your Name           arr. Michael Burkhardt 
 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 

presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 

whose compassion endures forever. 

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin to God. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Compassionate God, 

we confess to you all our sins. 

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 

In your mercy, call us back to you. 

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 

Restore us to dwell in your peace. 

In Christ’s name we pray, 

Amen. 
 

Jesus says, “Come to me, 

all you who are weary 

and are carrying heavy burdens, 

and I will give you rest.” 

In the name of God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

your sins are forgiven. 

Rest in God’s love. 

Amen. 
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*GATHERING HYMN             Come, Thou Almighty King                        ELW 408 

 
 

 

 

 

*APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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* KYRIE  

 
 

(Continued on next page) 
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*THIS IS THE FEAST 

 
 

(Verses on next page) 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray together: 

Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal 

Three-in-One-- and we praise your name, majestic One-in-Three. Keep us 

steadfast in the faith, defend us in all adversity, and bring us at last into your 

presence, where you live in endless joy and love-- Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

FIRST READING:                        Genesis 1:1—2:4a 

1 When God began to create the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was complete 

chaos, and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept 

over the face of the waters. 3 Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was 

light. 4 And God saw that the light was good, and God separated the light from the 

darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there 

was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

  6 And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it 

separate the waters from the waters.” 7 So God made the dome and separated the 

waters that were under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And 

it was so. 8 God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was 

morning, the second day. 

  9 And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one 

place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth, 

and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it 

was good. 11 Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding 

seed and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And 

it was so. 12 The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind 

and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was 

good. 13 And there was evening and there was morning, the third day. 

  14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day 

from the night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and 

years, 15 and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” 

And it was so. 16 God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day 

and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. 17 God set them in the dome of 

the sky to give light upon the earth, 18 to rule over the day and over the night, and 

to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And 

there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. 

  20 And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let 
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birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” 21 So God created the great 

sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the 

waters swarm and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was 

good. 22 God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in 

the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23 And there was evening and there 

was morning, the fifth day. 

  24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle 

and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was 

so. 25 God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind and the cattle of every 

kind and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that 

it was good. 

  26 Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our 

likeness, and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of 

the air and over the cattle and over all the wild animals of the earth and over every 

creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” 

 27 So God created humans in his image, 

  in the image of God he created them; 

  male and female he created them. 
28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the 

earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds 

of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” 29 God said, 

“See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the 

earth and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 30 And to 

every beast of the earth and to every bird of the air and to everything that creeps 

on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant 

for food.” And it was so. 31 God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it 

was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 

  2:1 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished and all their multitude. 2 On 

the sixth day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh 

day from all the work that he had done. 3 So God blessed the seventh day and 

hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in 

creation. 

  4a These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were 

created. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 8 (We will read the Psalm responsively by whole verse.) 

    1 O Lord our Lord, 

  how majestic is your name in all the earth!— 

 2 you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of infants 

and children; 

  you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe and 

avenger. 

 3 When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, 

  the moon and the stars you have set in their courses, 

 4 what are mere mortals that you should be mindful of them, 

  human beings that you should care for them? 

 5 Yet you have made them little less than divine; 

  with glory and honor you crown them. 

 6 You have made them rule over the works of your hands; 

  you have put all things under their feet: 

 7 all flocks and cattle, 

  even the wild beasts of the field, 

 8 the birds of the air, the fish of the sea, 

  and whatever passes along the paths of the sea. 

 9 O Lord our Lord, 

  how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

 

SECOND READING:              2 Corinthians 13:11-13 

[Paul writes:] 11 Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Be restored; listen to my 

appeal; agree with one another; live in peace; and the God of love and peace will 

be with you. 12 Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you. 

  13 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with all of you. 

The word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand as you are able for the reading of the Gospel. 
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     

 
 

*GOSPEL:                                    Matthew 28:16-20 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 28th chapter: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had 

directed them. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him, but they 

doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on 

earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit 20 and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And 

remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

          Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON                                   The Rev. Dr. Olga-Maria Cruz 

 

 

 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
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*HYMN OF THE DAY               Come, Join the Dance of Trinity                  ELW 412 

 
 

*APOSTLE’S CREED  

We now profess the faith we share using the words of the Apostles’ Creed: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
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was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of 

the world. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

Holy God, we are in awe of your creative work. Continue that work in your 

church, making us a new creation that proclaims your presence and love. God of 

grace, hear our prayer. 

 

Creator God, nature reveals your power and glory. Inspire us to protect water 

sources, vegetation, and wildlife. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

Redeemer God, you call us to pray for those in authority. Guide our leaders to 

pursue the work of fostering peace and community. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Sustaining God, you are mindful of your people in every circumstance. Heal those 

who are sick. Provide for all who hunger. Protect those in harm’s way. Comfort 

any experiencing hardship, especially Mary, Barbara, Mabel, Doris, June, Willah, 

Ann, Julie, Christen, Carol, Judy, Jeff, Gloria, Betty, Brian, James & Gray, Wil, 

Amy, Bob & Jane, Scott, Lynda, Ron & Flo, Barbara, Monica, Avery, Dean, John, 

Abby, Tim, Arleen & Richard, Betty, Linda, Sue, Henry, Glenn, Gary, Connie, 

Greg, Beverly & Ray, Helen & Ron, and Max. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
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Gracious God, we pray for the children of our church and community. Provide for 

their needs. Support their caregivers. Nurture their faith. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

Loving God, we give thanks for those who have died and claimed their baptismal 

promises, especially Mac McPeak. Strengthen us to live as they did in 

communion with you. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken 

prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

*BLESSING OF DELEGATES 

Holy God, we give thanks for these six who will go to synod assembly this week 

on behalf of our congregation. May they learn much, deliberate and vote 

faithfully, and see clearly where your Spirit is moving through our synod. May 

they be inspired by what they witness, build lasting relationships, and return with 

stories and ideas to share. Grant them safe travels and keep them healthy and 

energized. Amen. 

 

*SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

GRATITUDE 
 

OFFERING  
 

OFFERTORY 

How Majestic Is Your Name 

with Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty 

arr. Stan Pethel 
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*OFFERING SONG        Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful                 ELW 181 

 
 

 

*OFFERING PRAYER  

Loving God, 

we bring these gifts to your table. 

Encourage us to continue to share freely of your love, 

so that all creation can taste your abundance. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 

Amen. 
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*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING       
 

DIALOGUE  

 
 

*PREFACE  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God. 

You reveal your glory 

as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit: 

equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God, 

ever to be adored in your eternal glory. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  

 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

In the night in which he was handed over, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
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*LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name, 

     thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

                and forgive us our trespasses, 

     as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.   

Amen. 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 
 

 

All baptized children of God are invited to the Lord’s Table, where we receive Jesus’ very body and blood 

in, with, and under the bread and wine. We partake at the communion rail; gluten free bread and grape juice 

are available. If you wish to commune, but cannot come forward, let an usher know and we will come to you. 

If you do not wish to commune, you are welcome to come forward to receive a blessing. Anyone may remain 

at the rail for a time of personal prayer, following which you may return to your pew down the side aisle.  

  

 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
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LAMB OF GOD   

 
 

 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMN(S)  Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!     ELW 413 

Holy God, We Praise Your Name              ELW 414 

     (Next pages) 
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*POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  

strengthen you and keep you in His grace.   Amen. 

 

 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Let us pray. 

Compassionate God, 

through the gifts of bread and wine 

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 

Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



22 

 

*SENDING HYMN        Lord, You Give the Great Commission       ELW 579 
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*BENEDICTION 

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 

☩ one God, 

bless, heal, and hold you 

today and always. 

Amen. 

 

*DISMISSAL 

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE              Fanfare on "Holy God, We Praise Your Name"          Paul Fey 

 

PERMISSIONS 
 

Liturgical Text and Music from Evangelical Lutheran Worship and All Creation Sings and sundaysandseasons.com, © 2006, 2020, 
2022 Augsburg Fortress.  Reprinted and/or streamed with permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License #SAS016761.  All 

rights reserved. 

 

New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of 

America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

 

Holy God, We Praise Your Name, Tune: GROSSER GOTT, Maria Theresa, Katholisches Gesangbuch, Vienna, 1774. arr. Michael 

Burkhardt, b. 1957. in Praise and Thanksgiving, Hymn Improvisations, Set 4.  Arr. © 1991 Morning Star Music Publishers. Music 

streamed with permission under OneLicense A-722274.  All rights reserved.  
 

Come, Thou Almighty King, Text: source unknown, c. 1757, alt.  Music: Felice de Giardini, 1716–1796.  Public domain. 

 

Come, Join the Dance of Trinity, Text: Richard Leach, b. 1953, Text © 2001 Selah Publishing Co., Inc., Text reprinted and/or 

streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-722274.  All rights reserved. Music: English folk song. Public domain. 

 

How Majestic Is Your Name, Music: Michael W. Smith, b. 1957, arr. Stan Pethel, b. 1950. Arr. © 1981 Meadowgreen Music Co., 

admin EMI Christian Music Group. All rights reserved. 

 

Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful, Music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950.  Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress, 

Music © 2004 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted and/or streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-722274.  All rights reserved. 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!, Text: Reginald Heber, 1783-1826, alt. Music: John B. Dykes, 1823-1876.  Public domain. 

 

Holy God, We Praise Your Name, Text: source unknown; tr. Clarence A. Walworth, 1820-1900, Music: Maria Theresa, Katholisches 

Gesangbuch, Vienna, 1774.  Public domain. 

 

Lord, You Give the Great Commission, Text: Jeffery Rowthorn, b. 1934. Text © 1978 Hope Publishing Company.  Music: Cyril V. 

Taylor, 1907-1991. Music © 1942, ren.1970 Hope Publishing Company. Reprinted and/or streamed with permission under 

OneLicense #A-722274.  All rights reserved. 
 

Fanfare on "Holy God, We Praise Thy Name", Music: Paul Fey, b. 1998. Tune: GROSSER GOTT, Maria Theresa, Katholisches 

Gesangbuch, Vienna, 1774. Music © 2023 Paul Fey. All rights reserved. 
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Grace Lutheran livestreams our worship services over Facebook, YouTube, or other platforms and has them 

available for later viewing through our website.  We may also use still photography of church activities for 

church communications, websites, and other uses.  By your presence with us, you acknowledge that you 

may be photographed, and you consent to our use of it for these purposes.  The video capture of 

congregants is minimal and will usually be from the back.  If you want to be sure that you will not be 

shown on any video, we recommend sitting near the back on the left side of the sanctuary. 

 

Scan this Tithe.ly QR code with your   

phone camera to send an offering to Grace.   
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