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The congregation of Agnus Dei Lutheran Church celebrates the amazing diversity of
God'’s beloved children. We welcome all, regardless of age, ethnicity, abilities, faith
background, race, family configuration, socioeconomic status, sexual orientation,
| gender identity or expression. We enthusiastically invite you into this worshiping
congregation as we strive to share God’s inclusive love with everyone in our
community and in our world.

Beloveds in Christ,

As we move into the season of graduations, our household has been living in
the strange and holy space between celebration and uncertainty. This year, two of my
children are graduating, one from college and one from high school. Our home has
been filled with caps and gowns, ceremony plans, proud moments, and the quiet
questions that naturally follow such milestones: “What comes next?” “Will things work
out?” “Who am | becoming now?”

Graduation is one of those moments that reminds us how much of life is lived
without guarantees. No diploma comes with a roadmap. No commencement speech
can fully prepare someone for the twists and turns ahead. And for parents, there is
both joy and ache in watching children step into a future we cannot fully protect them from.
In the middle of these moments, | find myself returning to the words of the prophet Isaiah:

“Do not remember the former things or consider the things of old. | am about to do a
new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?” — lIsaiah 43:18-19

Pastor JT Burk

Those words speak deeply to seasons of transition. God’s promise is not that the
future will be easy or predictable. Rather, God promises to keep creating new possibilities,
new paths, and new life even when we cannot yet see the whole picture.

Christian hope is not wishful thinking or pretending uncertainty does not exist. Hope
is the deep trust that God walks with us into the unknown. Scripture is filled with stories of
people stepping into uncertain futures, Abraham leaving home, Ruth beginning again, the
disciples following Jesus without knowing where the road would lead. Again and again,
God meets people not after certainty arrives, but right in the middle of the unknown. As my
children prepare for new chapters, | am reminded that faith is less about having all the an-
swers and more about trusting the One who journeys beside us.

At Agnus Dei Lutheran, we are people learning to live with that kind of hope togeth-
er. In uncertain times, we hold onto the promise that God is still doing new things among
us, still calling us forward, and still surrounding us with grace for each next step.

And for that, thanks be to God.

Pastor JT

tacted, please call the church office at 253-851-6222, extension 2 or email

@ Please let Pastor JT know if you are in need of pastoral care. If you would like to be con-
Care =
jt@agnusdeilutheran.org



http://elca.org/
mailto:jt@agnusdeilutheran.org

President’s Message
Gary Gemar

First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is
proclaimed throughout the world. Romans 1:8 (NRSVUE)

June is the month for many members in the congregation to end their time serving
on the council or committees. | want to thank everyone for their commitment to Coggc’%gfg%em
ADLC. Your dedication, time, and service help our ministries thrive and the ]
congregation to function properly to serve each other and our neighbors in the community and
throughout the world.

On the council we will say goodbye to Guy Johnson and Joy McCraw who both served for 3 years.
Guy has been the liaison to the Property and Stewardship Committees during his time on the
council. Joy has been the liaison for the Little Lambs Preschool. | appreciate them keeping the
council apprised of what was happening in these committees and their support in addressing the
many council decisions over the past 3 years.

Ronnie Kulman’s and Debbie Snowden’s 3-year terms on council also will end in June. | am very
thankful that they agreed to run for another 3-year term and were elected to serve again at the
May 17, 2026, congregation meeting. New members elected to the council during the congrega-
tion meeting are Jody Viscardi and Rhonda Sobie. | look forward to working with them as we con-
tinue to do the business of the church and support the many ministries at ADLC.

The congregation is responsible for filling positions on the Endowment Committee and the Little
Lambs Preschool Board. In the congregation meeting on May 17%, Jenn Paini was elected to a 2-
year term and Katie Dobszinsky to her second 2-year term on the Little Lambs Preschool Board.
Randy Spitzer and Lance Colyar were elected to serve again on the Endowment Committee along
with Paul Borg who will serve a 2-year term. | want to thank Sally Middleton for serving two 2-year
terms on the Little Lambs Board and her leadership as chair. Additionally, | want to thank Lynette
Brentin for serving on the Endowment Committee the past several years and her support for up-
dating the bylaws for the committee.

People continue to give generously to the Freedom To Serve Campaign. At the time of writing
this message we have received pledges of $157,000 before August 1, 2026, when our mortgage
will be refinanced. Total pledged amount for the whole campaign is $175,380. Pledges continue to
come in from the cottage meetings so there will be further updates. When we refinance our 7-year
variable interest loan in July this year it is projected that the interest rate could be around 7.0%. If
we can raise $175,000 by August 15t to pay down our mortgage at refinance, it will save us around
$17,000 in annual expenses. If we could meet a stretch goal of $200,000 by August 15t we could
save around $21,000, which will help reduce the deficit projected in this fiscal year’s budget.

Highlights from the May Council Meeting:

0 Reviewed the Little Lambs financials (July 1%t — April 30"). Income in excess of expenses for
the fiscal year is $33,623. Enrollment for the 2026-27 school year is progressing well with 34
students already enrolled.

0 Accepted reports from the Council Committee Liaisons and acted as necessary on requests.

0 Reviewed the ADLC fiscal year finances (February 15t — April 30"") that shows income less than
expense by $9,961. Please review the complete financial report on the next page.

0 Approve a motion for Paula Davis and Kathy Gemar to fill terms on the Audit Committee.

0 Decline a request for our neighbor, Brad Miller, who lives in the former rental house, to park
his RV in our overflow parking lot.

0 Heard a report from Pastor JT on the Pride in the Park event that will be held on June 27™.

0 Received a letter from Rev. Daniel Rift, ELCA Director of Congregational Generosity, thanking
us for our support of ELCA World Hunger and Lutheran Disaster Response.



AGNUS DEI LUTHERAN CHURCH
APRIL 2026 FINANCIAL REPORT

Endowment Fund

Treasurer, Mike Snowden

been lower this year or we would be even further in the hole.
That is why I am excited about the Freedom to Serve
Campaign because it will help us reduce our expenses even

FE:;?::_BU F:E;::.;:D FEB;ﬁ:;.D * ADLC Endowment Fund | 87,118.57
OPERATING INCOME:
Unrestricted Offerings 122,219 127,318 96% Reserves
Community Donations 180 369 49% Mortgage Reduction 121,889.75
Miscellaneous Income 1,866 1,455 128% Future Needs Reserve 30,911.28
TOTAL INCOME 124,265 129,142 96% Operating Reserve 27,401.20
OPERATING EXPENSES: Reserves - Other Designated Use 23,770.28
Administrative Expenses 35,208 38,657 91% TOTAL, ALL RESERVES| 203,972.51
Ministry of Education 488 775 63%
Ministry of Mission 7,963 8,221 97%
Ministry of Programs 2,585 3,915 66% 2026-2027 BUDGET AT A GLANCE
Staff and Services 87,982 89,696 98%
TOTAL EXPENSES 134,226 141,263 95% Unrestricted Offerings 487,000.00
NET OPERATING INCOME -9,961 -12,121 Total Income 494,917.00
Total Expenses 561,535.00
APRIL % OF APRIL NET OPERATING INCOME -66,618.00
OPERATING INCOME & APRIL ACTUAL BUDGETED BUDGET
EXPENSES: WHERE ADLC STANDS FINANCIALLY AS OF
Unrestricted Offerings 35,684 42,848 83% 4/30/2026
Total Income 36,751 43,416 85% We have spent $9,961 more than we have
Total Expenses 43,653 46,848 93% received in income for February-April. This is not
NET OPERATING INCOME -6,902 -3,432 good, and we need to change this pattern by
increasing our income or reducing our expenses.
GIVING TO OTHERS 2026-2027 The largest area in our budget where we can
Associated Ministries 600 reduce expenses and not affect Staff or church
ELCA World Hunger 1,008 operations is our mortgage. That is why the
— Freedom to Serve Campaign is so important. The
ELCA Good Gifts _ interest rate on our mortgage will be going up in
FISH 453 September. By paying down our mortgage in July
Food For All formerly FB4K 1,275 we will be able to lower our payments. How far
Key Peninsula Foodbank 375 we lower our payments will be based on the
Monthly Outreach* 1,801 success of the Freedom to Serve Campaign.
Total Giving to Others from Individuals 5,513 B
. At the end of April last year our income was $15,774 higher
ELCA Mission Support (Budgeted) 7,333 than our expenses. That was because our income last year was
Total Giving to Others from ADLC 12,846 $32,524 more than this year. Fortunately, our expenses have

Mike, I see that we have spent $9,961
more than our income so far. Where
were we at the same time last year?




ALLY TRAINING DR
< RC i+ RAINBOW
Join us in the parish hall on June 20 from 1:00-3:00 as the Rainbow °7.,

Center helps us to become better allies for the LGBTQIA+ Commu-  ° <
nity in preparation for Gig Harbor Pride in the Park. There will be https://www.rainbowcntr.org/
light refreshments to sustain us as we seek deepen our sense of soli-

darity with the LGBTQIA+ community.

NEWS FROM OUR SERVICE COMMITTEE: GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS

ﬁ.
./\ June Outreach Project: Summer Lunch Program
\ Wl\ e/ for AreaSchool Chidren
N &) Children who rely on meals at school during the school |

year, experience food insecurity through the summer | Individually Prepackaged
COMMUNITY months. Altrusa and Food 4 All have teamed up to pro- | ltems for Sack Lunches
OUTREACH  vide families with sack lunches distributed at several Gig |

Harbor sites in July and August. The Altrusa volunteers Juice Boxes

will use our kitchen on Tuesday and Thursday mornings to assemble Cookies
lunches for distribution. How can we help? By supplying snack items to chi
supplement the fresh ingredients in each lunch. In the month of June, tps

Fruit Roll Ups
Fruit Snacks
Crackers

we will collect the items on the list at right. You may shop locally and
bring items to our donation station or if you prefer to order online, just
have the items delivered to the church at 10511 Peacock Hill Ave NW,
Gig Harbor, WA 98332.

\»
Thank you for all your support. S‘Lr _____ .

The Community Connections Committee
Ann, Jerry, Phyllis, Charlene, Linda R, Linda Z, and Ronnie

€< € € € ¢ ¢

ADLC Book Group

i Book group will be meeting in the front room on Sunday June 21st following the worship service
... todiscuss: Star-Spangled Jesus: Leaving Christian Nationalism and Finding a True Faith by

—. April Ajoy. As summarized on Goodreads: “Part memoir, part guidebook, part call to action, Star
-Spangled Jesus explores how the fight to make America a “Christian nation” has damaged us

== all and shows how one woman left Christian Nationalism and why America should too.” All are

~~ welcome to join in the discussion!

. “Fromthe fig tree

i learnits lesson:

as soon as its branch 3
~ becomes tender and puts .
forthits leaves, you know ‘

that summer is near.
Matthew 24:32



https://www.rainbowcntr.org/
https://www.rainbowcntr.org/

SUNDAY MORNING FAITH FORMATION

ON HAITUS THROUGH THE SUMMER * ¥
Forum meets each Sunday morning through the program year at 10:45 am in-person 3
in the parish hall and on the Zoom platform. The recordings are available to watch later Formation

on our YouTube channel.

FRONT ROOM KIDS

From September through May, children ages three through ten are invited to the Front
Room after Storytime to enjoy a Bible story and related activities. They return to the
sanctuary around the time of the Sharing of the Peace to be present for Communion and
the remainder of the service.

CONFIRMATION

Middle school students meet with Pastor JT each month in the Front Room after the service. If you have any
questions, please contact Pastor JT.

LITTLE LAMBS PRESCHOOL—A MINISTRY OF AGNUS DEI

Our Little Lambs families will celebrate the start of summer vacation on June 1 with an
end-of-year school picnic. School will start up again in September. There are still a few Li’[ﬂe
spots left in some of our classes. If you or someone you know is looking for a great Lambs
preschool please let them know about Little Lambs Preschool. PRESCHOOL

Shannon Moore, Preschool Director

Fourth Annual Pride in the Park
Saturday, June 27 at
Skansie Brothers Park

.
You won’t want to miss this annual “vibrant, all-ages cel- ‘@%
ebration of LGBTQIA+ visibility, joy and community con- !1

nection.” -

Agnus Dei strives to be a place where every person is
embraced and recognized as one of God’s beloved chil-
dren. Help us show this public commitment to our wider
community! Please sign up for a shift to staff our booth,
sponsor some giveaways from our Amazon Wishlist, or
simply attend the event. It’s super fun!

ltems on the Wishlist: [w] -::T-!F 40

v Pride Stickers a1 =|!|:

v Pins "':':r$."|=:_ﬂ'=.'
o HE_W ]

v Bubble machine & bubble solution El uE . 4
Amazon Wishlist
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For comfort and healing: *  Connie Hummel *  Eunice Werner
E3 %
. Chuck Anderson - ?ai?(rgoeakMel’cSchell Gloria Witt KPW
*  Barbara Ausich % Michi Ouchi
*  Julia Bell % Joannah Powers In their grief:
*  Marlene Bridgforth *  Ellis Rousseau Gail Brandt and family as they mourn the death of Amy.
*  Robert Bridgforth *  Beverly Sherfey
*  Beverly Buster *  Johnny Tierny In service to our country:
*  Beverly Buster Jr + Neal Van Der Voorn  * CAPT. Jenny Nussbaum, US Public Health Service
*  Chiarra Buster +  Trudy Wagner
Q Audrey Clinton /
ADLC Care Team

ADLC CARE TEAM SERVICES AND COORDINATORS:

These services are offered by our care
team volunteers. If you or another need
assistance, please contact the group
coordinator, whose phone numbers and
e-mail addresses are in the church di-
rectory. Please also check out the Care
Team Bulletin Board across from the
Parish Hall for further information. Any
questions, or to sign up to help, please
contact us.

Gwen Daugs and Marlene Bridgforth,
Care Team Co-chairs

€ € € € € € € ¢ ¢ <

TRANSPORTATION: GWEN DAUGS

HOME VISITS: GHITA LORENZ

CARDS/TELEPHONE CALLS: MARY MARQUARDT
GRIEF SUPPORT: DEBBIE WAITE

BLOOD PRESSURE CHECKS: DAVID SALGE

HOME COMMUNION: MARLENE BRIDGFORTH
HOSPITALITY: DEBBIE SNOWDEN

MEALS: ANN ROUSSEAU

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES: ANN ROUSSEAU
PRAYER CHAIN: CINDY BEALS

We Celebrate June Birthdays and Anniversaries!

JUNE BIRTHDAYS

Karilyn Duarte

Christina Iversen
Masaharu Ano, Pat Kuest
Nathan Page

Leon Bauer

9 Emily Beloate

13 Kathy Gemar

14 Gary Gemar

17 Maggie Rodgers

21 Lynne Zematis

22 Judy Baerg, Henry and Eleanor Hosa
23 Barb Ausich

24 Keith Eilers

28 Dick Brentin, Pat Damron
29 Rebecca Crow

0O NO WiN

&
JUNE ANNIVERSARIES Ao SN X,
1 Steve and Amy Carter . ;
7 Ellis and Ann Rousseau *‘& d

7 Paul and Teena Kusche

15 Keith and Ginny Eilers

16 Dick and Judy Baerg

16 Dick and Martia Ohme

16 Mollie and Lyn MacLean

21 Katrina Hay and Zachary Wiren
21 Phil and Debbie Waite

22 Jim and Linda Ribary

25 Kathy and Gary Gemar

26 Don and Carolyn Heinz

28 Terrence and Sarah Lofgreen
29 Robert and Marlene Bridgforth



Serving i Worship June 2026

Altar Assistin Stream Prayer
JUNE . .. & Lector Team/ Ushers Greeters | Security y Flowers
Guild Minister Writer
Sound
7 9:30 AM S Lubash A Bakke | M Duncan| BBeals L&M K&N P Waite M Colyar Stuen
N Johnson Colyar Johnson
R Crow . R& M M Beert
14 9:30 AM A Keyl K Gemar | LBrentin S Carter Ohme A Carter G Gemar | KGemar | Paul Borg
L Brentin . B Nuss- P&D A Bakke .
21 9:30 AM E Nesbitt R Spitzer | A Bakke baum Waite R Crow G Gemar P Waite Stuen
J McC GG G&K
28 | 9:30Am LW G Eilers | HGiles | PKusche emar D Waite | Stuen
A Conlee D Krump “
emar

Serve in Worship:

Thank you to the volunteers who serve in worship.

More volunteers are needed in all areas and training is readily available. We currently have need of a couple
more people who are willing to help with the livestream. Our system has become less complicated and more
reliable, making it much easier to learn. Please consider helping provide worship accessible to those outside
the building!

The following are the folks who are currently scheduling:
Council—Security

Debbie Showden—Stream Team and Sound System
Marilyn Colyar—Assisting Ministers

Paula Davis—Lectors, Greeters, and Ushers

Kimberly Morgan—Altar Guild

Ple I
) ifase contacl.“ t.he office or call these folks direct-
You are willing to serve. The schedulers are

more than happy to sch
edule g
travel plans you may haqve. o any future

: Hospitality: Please consider joining with others to provide light treats and make coffee
i.,i houy for our Sunday fellowship after worship. Have fun and team up with a friend.

*If you have any questions call Debbie Snowden or Linda Ribary.

IMPORTANT REMINDERS:

v Let’s Wear Our Nametags
As a sign of hospitality to all visitors, newcomers, and just the plain forgetful, please remember to wear
your nametag! If you are in need of a new nametag, leave a note on Cindy’s desk.

v We Share the Air — Please Keep It Fragrance-Free and Healthy for All
We ask our entire community to be mindful of folks with scent sensitivities and refrain from using
perfume/cologne and other scented products when coming to Agnus Dei.

v Phishing Scams Continue! BEWARE OF FRAUD
The scams will continue so we will continue to remind you...Be aware of phony emails posing as

our pastor arriving your inboxes. Please remember: ADLC staff will never contact you for money, gift
cards or financial information of any kind.



31 1 2 3 4 5 6
9:30am Worship with Holy Little Lambs 10:00am Text 6:00pm AA 10:00am 8:30am Men's
Communion (Hybrid) School Picnic Study Group in Properties Square Bible
12:30pm Church 1:30pm Prayer Community Team Meeting Study
Staff Meeting Shawl Ministry | Room in the Front 8:30am
Room Women's
A 1:00pm LWR ISToen
10:45am Freedom /,/,\ Quilters g{rccl'e Bible
to Serve Meeting \hdie 6:00pm Nar- udy
Anon Family
“— | Groupsin
LT &= Community
Room
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
9:30am Worship with Holy 12:30pm Church | 10:00am 10:00am Text 10:00am 6:00pm Recital 10:00am Synod
Communion (Hybrid) Staff Meeting Worship Study Finanqe in Sanctuary Gathering in
2:30pm Recital in Sanctuary | 1:00pm LWR Committee 12:00pm Retired | Committee Lakewood
Quilters Clergy Lunch 1:00pm Council
6:00pm Nar- in Front Room Execut.ive
Anon Family 1:30pm Prayer Committee
Groups in Shawl Ministry | 6:00pm AA
Community Group in
Room Community
Room
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
9:30am Worship with Holy 12:30pm Church | 3:00pm Council Midweek 6:00pm AA 5:00pm Piano 1:00pm Ally
Communion (Hybrid) Staff Meeting Meeting Evenin_g Group in ) Recital Training
2:00pm 2 Piano Recitals 1:00pm LWR Gathering Community
Quilters 10:00am Text Room
6:00pm Nar- Study
Anon Family 1:30pm Prayer
Groups in Shawl Ministry
Community
Room
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Blood Pressure Checks after 12:30pm Church | 9:30am Season 10:00am Text 6:00pm AA Pride in the Park
worship Staff Meeting of Cregtion Study Group in )
9:30am Worship with Holy 1:00pm LWR Worship 1:30pm Prayer Community
Communion (Hybrid) Quilters Planning Shawl Ministry Room
12:00pm Book Group 6:00pm Nar- 1:15pm Gather
Anon Family Bible Study )
Groups in 6:00pm Piano
Community Recital
Room
28 29 30 1 2 3 4
9:30am Worship with Holy 12:30pm Church 10:00am Text Office Closed 10:00am 8:30am Men's
Communion (Hybrid) Staff Meeting Study 4th _of July Properties _ Square Bible
3:00pm Recital in Sanctuary 1:00pm LWR 1:30pm Prayer Holiday Team Meeting Study
Quilters Shawl Ministry | 6:00pm AA 'S;g; Front 8:30am
6:00pm Nar- 6:00pm Recital Group in Women's
Anon Family Rehearsal Community Circle Bible
Groups in Room Study
Community
Room




|| SYNOD EDUCATIONAL
Ul GATHERINGS

STEWARDSHIP: FUNDING MINISTRY
FOR TODAY AND THE FUTURE

WHAT YOU WILL EXPERIENCE
* Worship
» Keynote Speaker
» Breakout sessions include:
o Grant Writing -
o Bible Study Keynote Speaker

o Land Use Qiscernment Grace pomroy
Z iﬁgﬁg;?? Models Luther Seminary
Tk . Author of “Funding Forward” St1rat|
MAY 30™ - MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH Des
eadllin
VANCOUVER, WA cadline

June 5ol

JUNE 13™ - CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH

LAKEWOOD, WA
Registration for this year’s Syn-
OPEN TO ALL MEMBERS OF THE SWWA SYNOD. od Educational Gathering is
open and all members of the
COST: $50 PER PERSON SWWA Synod are welcome to
attend.

Get Ready for LSM 2026!
IS'HWJ\EE‘[? 3 Lutheran g’ummer Music returns fo St. Olaf
N College for its 2026 season, June 21-July 19,
featuring more than 40 free concerts,
2 0 2 6 recitals, worship services, and special events
SEASON free and open to the public.

Highlights include the inaugural LSM Choral
Gathering, guest performance by Cantus,
Bach'’s St. Matthew Passion, the Bach
Cantata Eucharist, and Festival Week
concerts featuring LSM's Festival Band,
Choir, and Orchestra. Most events will also
be available online via Live from LSM.

.59 %\ '
June 21-July.19,2026
St. Olaf College « Northfield, MN LIVE

FROM LSM

LSMacademy.org View the season brochure, explore events,
and reserve free tickets at

https://www.lsmacademy.org/2026season



https://www.lsmacademy.org/2026season

Agnus Dei Lutheran Church
10511 Peacock Hill Ave NW
Gig Harbor, WA 98332

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

The monthly newsletter of
Agnus Dei Lutheran Church

Congregation Council

10511 Peacock Hill Ave NW Gary Gemar, Tracy Clark, Lance Colyar, Guy Johnson, Ronnie Kulman, Joy
Gig Harbor, WA 98332 McCraw, Mollie McLean, Debbie Snowden, Randy Spitzer, Phil Waite
Submit newsletter items, subscription requests and address Council Liaison Positions

changes to Editor/Church Administrator: Cindy Beals

253-851-6222, ext. 1 office@agnusdeilutheran.org Communications and Connections—Tracy Clark

Endowment Committee—Lance Colyar

Church Staff Finance Committee—Randy Spitzer

Faith Formation—Mollie MacLean

God'’s Work/Our Hands, Congregation—Debbie Snowden
God'’s Work/Our Hands, Community—Ronnie Kulman
IT Committee—Randy Spitzer

Little Lambs Board—Joy McCraw

Stewardship Committee—Guy Johnson

Properties Team—Gary Gemar

Personnel Committee—Gary Gemar

Worship Committee—Phil Waite

Pastor JT Burk, 701-969-0809

Office 253-851-6222, ext. 2, Email Pastor JT

Church Musician: Susan Luebeck

Office: 253-851-6222, ext. 4, Email Susan

Church Administrator: Cindy Beals
253-851-6222, ext, 1 Email Cindy B

Financial Services Administrative Assistant: Cindy Hart,
253-851-6222, ext.5, Email Cindy H

Little Lambs Preschool Director, Shannon Moore
253-851-6222, ext. 3, Email Shannon Little Lambs Preschool

Congregational President: Gary Gemar Director/Teacher: Shannon Moore

Congregational Vice President: Lance Colyar Email: lambs@agnusdeilutheran.org

Council Secretary: Debbie Snowden Financial Secretary: Kimberly Morgan

Financial Secretary: Bob Nussbaum Little Lambs Board: Maria Beaudette, Katie Dobszinsky, Salli Middleton,
Peggy Mickelson, Susan Whitney, Neal Van der Voorn

Treasurer: Mike Snowden
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