EAST FAIRFIELD UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Pastor: Rev. Lisa Courtwright
Organist: Ruth Rowley	Ministers: The Congregation               
Pianist: Nancy Setinsek                                 Choir Director:   Randy Hart

                                    Sunday, May 31, 2026
                                             
                          *Please stand in body or spirit as you are able

Welcome!   We invite you to take this time to prepare for worship.  In these
moments, quiet your inner voice, become aware of being in community with
others, and open your heart and mind to the leading of the Holy Spirit.



  GATHERING     “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus”   - Trad. Folk Melody
 		 	     “Something Good is Going to Happen to You”   - Carmichael

	CHRIST LIGHT ENTERS

	MISSIONS AND MINISTRY UPDATES     	Cindy Wright, Liturgist

[bookmark: _Hlk134705891]PREPARING OUR HEARTS AND MINDS FOR WORSHIP


	WORDS OF PREPARATION AND CENTERING

	PRELUDE                       “Just a Closer Walk”                           - Spiritual
[bookmark: _Hlk134705870]
*CALL TO WORSHIP   

These earthly things, they push and pull, they swirl around and cloud our sight.
You are our hope, O God.

The static is loud, drowning out your words and all you have taught us.
You are our hope, O God.

In all of this mess we reach for something, anything to ground us and hold us close.
You are our hope, O God, our light through the fog, our voice in the chaos, our roots in shifting ground.
		
*OPENING PRAYER
Your kingdom come; your will be done, we pray.  God let our words not be empty or rote.  Help us to live like you are the leader of our lives and of all creation.  We praise you for you lead with justice, mercy, and love.  Help us to recognize when we put our hope in lesser things, and by your grace, turn us back to you.  Amen.

*OPENING HYMN	                 “Holy, Holy, Holy!”                 UMH # 64
                                               

	FIRST READING                    Matthew 7:12        (NIV)                            pg 788

	GLORIA PATRI                                                                       UMH #70	
	
	CHILDREN’S MOMENT

	OFFERING OURSELVES & OUR GIFTS
		 INVITATION
		 OFFERTORY                  “It Is Well With My Soul”                 - Bliss
		*DOXOLOGY	      UMH #95
		*DEDICATION OF GIFTS

SEEKING GOD’S WORD

 SECOND READING        Galatians 6:9-12   (NIV)                         pg. 946

	SHARING OF JOYS & CONCERNS
	PASTORAL PRAYER
	THE LORD’S PRAYER

*HYMN	                               “Blessed Assurance”                    UMH #369

	SERMON TEXT                    John 15:9-10  (NIV)                           pg 876

	SERMON                             Three Simple Rules                     Pastor Jeff

[bookmark: _Hlk136522039]RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

*CLOSING HYMN   “O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing”     UMH #57
				
SENDING FORTH WITH BLESSING
*BLESSING
	LIGHT OF CHRIST GOES INTO THE WORLD

~ Go with joy to serve the Lord ~

As we conclude our service, please join us downstairs for a time to relax, continue conversations, and enjoy coffee and refreshments.




The altar flowers are in memory of Max VanBuren
for his birthday on June 3.

Sound: Bill Rowley
Computer: Vicki Freeman
Livestream: Hannah Vollnogle
 Next Sunday:  Grant Roberts, Liturgist

Please keep in mind that the service is live-streamed and
recorded for public access. Please keep prayer requests 
brief and do not use last names or identifying details.


PRAYER REQUESTS                                                     MAY 31, 2026
To submit a prayer request call Denise at 330-457-2465 or 330-727-9832

If you desire a home or hospital visit call Pastor Lisa (440-339-6463)

Prayer Blankets: call Joyce Ward (330-692-3346)


Ron C – now under Hospice Care at home.	
Bob S – at Mercy in Boardman. Congestive heart failure and pneumonia.
Bill C – procedure went well.  Surgery scheduled for Wednesday.	
Dolly K – at Mercy in Boardman.	
Ron W (Sparky) – health issues	
David W (Sparky) – health issues	
Georgia – continued prayers for healing.	
Jim B – Cleveland Clinic put in a stent.  He is now home.	
Penny (Kathy Mikesell’s neighbor) – attacked by 2 dogs. Hospitalized.	
Gary  - will be starting treatments for cancer soon.	
Diane & Rocky – staying with Kay while they find a house.	
Sue (Kermit’s wife) – at Briarfield in Boardman for rehab.	
	
		
		
	
	
		
	

HOMEBOUND 	
[bookmark: _Hlk198813079]   Dolly K.                         	Bill & Barb H.            	Anita M.                  	
   Tom & Marie	Linda S.	Walt D.    (Parkside)	                        
   Dorothy F.                         	Esther C.                  	Zelda C.   (Whispering Pines)	
                                                              
IN MINISTRY  	    
[bookmark: _Hlk175744163][bookmark: _Hlk175744199]   Lisa Courtwright             Edie Boles                    Jeff Pellin	

Ch Ph:	330-457-2465        	Pastor: 440-339-6463
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John 15:9-10








Rev. Lisa Courtwright
440-339-6463
45675 State Route 558
New Waterford, OH 44445


“Working, playing, and praying together on our
faith journey, to share Jesus Christ with everyone.”


















	Sun
	Mon
	   Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	May 31

  9:30 Worship

10:30 Coffee 

10:45 Sunday            
           School

  5:00 Potluck Fellowship at Emmanuel UM
	June 1
	June 2

  8:00 Men’s   
  Coffee at
Larrys pavilion

	June 3
	June 4
	June 5

  Pastors Day Off
Office Closed
	June 6




	June 7
  (Communion)

  9:30 Worship

10:30 Coffee 

10:45 Sunday            
          School

	June 8
	June 9

  8:00 Men’s   
  Coffee at
Larrys pavilion
Ladies’Day
	June 10

Annual Conference June 11-13


	June 11
	June 12

  Pastors Day Off
Office Closed
	June 13

	June 14

  9:30 Worship

10:30 Coffee 

10:45 Sunday            
          School

  2:00 Concert
 in the Park with  
 Leeann Binder

  4:00 4H

	June 15
	June 16
  
8:00 Men’s   
  Coffee at
Larrys pavilion

	June 17
	June 18
	June 19
 Pastors Day Off
Office Closed
	June 20

	June 21
Father’s Day

  9:30 Worship

10:30 Coffee 

10:45 Sunday            
          School
12:30 FAREWELL PICNIC FOR
PASTOR LISA

	June 22
	June 23
  
  8:00 Men’s   
  Coffee at
Larrys pavilion

Newsletter
 Deadline

	June 24
	June 25

9:00 Mailing Committee

6:00 PM Scriptures 
& Suds PICNIC at the Pavilion

	June 26
Pastors Day Off
Office Closed
	June 27

8:30-10:00
  Caring 
for God’s Lambs at
Trinity UM

	June 28

  9:30 Worship
  - Cindy Wright

10:30 Coffee 

10:45 Sunday            
          School

	June 29


12:00 
Joy Circle
Women’s
Lunch
	June 30
  
  8:00 Men’s   
  Coffee at
Larrys pavilion

	July 1
	July 2
	July 3
	July 4









LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE (May 24)
 In-Person: 70      Online: 31



Mission of the Month
Fund #64 - Farmer to Farmer
                    

4C’s  Item
Fruit Juice
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	Update on Mission Giving for 2026

	FUND
	NAME OF FUND
	NEED
	RECEIVED
	STILL NEED

	  2
	General Mission Fund
	5,099
	3,086
	2,013

	33
	4C’s
	125
	175
	0

	32
	Cub Scouts
	150
	405
	0

	37
	Way Station
	150
	160
	0

	22
	Flat Rock
	175
	265
	0

	64

	Farmer to Farmer – Liberia
	300
	215
	85

	13
	UMCOR Sunday
	Any
Donation
	75
	

	21
	UMCOR – U.S. Disasters 
	Any
Donation
	5
	

	14
	Blanket Sunday
	Any
Donation
	65
	

	15
	Peace With Justice
	Any
Donation
	0
	

	16
	World Communion
	Any
Donation
	0
	

	17
	Student Day
	Any
Donation
	0
	

	46
	Heroes & Halos
	Any
Donation
	100
	

	63
	InStep Program
	Any
Donation
	30
	

	38
	Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes
	
	118   plus     60
	




Fund Balances as of end of APRIL
	     Fund #  1  		Ministry Operating     -11,123
   	     Fund #  2  		Mission Fund                2,361
 	     Fund #  3   		Building Fund             61,870
   	     Fund # 28  		Elevator Fund               3,678
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