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May 31, 2026 and The Holy Trinity  

Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
220 Cedar Street  

PO Box 344 
Pemberville, Ohio 43450 
9 am: In Person Worship 

9 am: Facebook Live Worship 
11:30 am: Radio Worship on 99.1 FM 

  

 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday – Thursday, 9 am – 2 pm 

Friday- Closed 
419-287-4182 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 

 

+GATHER+ 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 
presiding minister begins.  
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God, 
whose compassion endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin to God. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 
 
Jesus says, “Come to me, 
all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, 
Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN: Rise, Shine, You People!                  ELW#665 
 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal  
Three-in-One, and we praise your power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep us 
steadfast in this faith, defend us in all adversity, and bring us at last into your 
presence, where you live in endless joy and love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 

 
 

+WORD+ 
 
CHILDREN MESSAGE 
 
MEMORY VERSE: (1 John 4:19) 
“We love because God first loved us.”  
 
FIRST READING: Genesis 1:1—2:4a   
At the beginning of time, God the Creator, God the powerful Word, and God 
the life-giving Spirit form the earth and all its inhabitants. God sees that all 
this created work is good and then rests on the seventh day.  
1 When God began to create the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was complete 
chaos, and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God 
swept over the face of the waters. 3 Then God said, “Let there be light,” and 
there was light. 4 And God saw that the light was good, and God separated 
the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the darkness he 
called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 
  6 And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it 
separate the waters from the waters.” 7 So God made the dome and separated 
the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were above the 
dome. And it was so. 8 God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and 
there was morning, the second day. 
  9 And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one 
place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry land 
Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw 
that it was good. 11 Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants 
yielding seed and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed 
in it.” And it was so. 12 The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed 
of every kind and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God 
saw that it was good. 13 And there was evening and there was morning, the 
third day. 
  14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the 
day from the night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and 
years, 15 and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the 
earth.” And it was so. 16 God made the two great lights—the greater light to 
rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. 17 God set them 
in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 18 to rule over the day and 
over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that 
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it was good. 19 And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth 
day. 
  20 And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and 
let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” 21 So God created the 
great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with 
which the waters swarm and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw 
that it was good. 22 God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill 
the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23 And there was 
evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 
  24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: 
cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it 
was so. 25 God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind and the cattle of 
every kind and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God 
saw that it was good. 
  26 Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our  
likeness, and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds 
of the air and over the cattle and over all the wild animals of the earth and over 
every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” 
 27 So God created humans in his image, 
  in the image of God he created them; 
  male and female he created them. 
28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the 
earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the 
birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” 29 God 
said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all 
the earth and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 30 
And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the air and to everything 
that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given  
every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 God saw everything that he had 
made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the sixth day. 
  2:1 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished and all their multitude. 2 On 
the sixth day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the  
seventh day from all the work that he had done. 3 So God blessed the seventh 
day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had 
done in creation. 
  4a These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were  
created. 
 
The Word of the Lord; thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: 8 
1 O Lord our Lord, 
  how majestic is your name in all the earth!— 
 2 you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of  
infants and children; 
  you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe and 
avenger. R 
 3 When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, 
  the moon and the stars you have set in their courses, 
 4 what are mere mortals that you should be mindful of them, 
  human beings that you should care for them? R 
 5 Yet you have made them little less than divine; 
  with glory and honor you crown them. 
 6 You have made them rule over the works of your hands; 
  you have put all things under their feet: 
 7 all flocks and cattle, 
  even the wild beasts of the field, 
 8 the birds of the air, the fish of the sea, 
  and whatever passes along the paths of the sea. 
 9 O Lord our Lord, 
  how majestic is your name in all the earth! R  
 
SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 13:11-13 
Paul closes a challenging letter to the Corinthians with an appeal to Christian 
fellowship grounded in the triune harmony of Christ’s grace, God’s love, and 
the Spirit’s partnership.  
[Paul writes:] 11 Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Be restored; listen to my 
appeal; agree with one another; live in peace; and the God of love and peace 
will be with you. 12 Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you. 
  13 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with all of you.  
 
The Word of the Lord; thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.      Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 28:16-20 
After his resurrection, Jesus summons his remaining disciples and  
commissions them to baptize and teach all nations in the name of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit.  
16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus 
had directed them. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him, but they  
doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy  
Spirit 20 and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. 
And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  
 
Gospel of the Lord.         Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON- Pastor Tim Philabaum 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: God, Whose Almighty Word           ELW #673 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the 
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.       
Amen  
 
PRAYERS 
Each petition ends: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
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+MEAL+ 
 
 
PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.      And also with you.  
We gather our tithes and offerings. Following the collection, we pray. 
 
OFFERING HYMN: Come to the Table    ELW#481 
Come to the table of mercy, prepared with the wine and the bread. All who are 
hungry and thirsty, come, and your souls will be fed.  Come at the Lord’s  
invitation; receive from his nail scarred hand. Eat of the bread of salvation; 
drink of the blood of the Lamb. 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Loving God, 
we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 
so that all creation can taste your abundance. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 

PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the  
glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, who on this day overcame 
death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In 
great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick 
and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, 
opened his arms to all. In the night in which he was betrayed our Lord Jesus 
took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 
me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his 
coming in glory. Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite 
the wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus 
Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and 
glory, now and forever.  
Amen. 
 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who  
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen.  
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNE 
Heaven has come near. 
Come, share in the feast! 
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COMMUNION HYMN: Mothering God, You Gave Me Birth   ELW#735 
    
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Compassionate God, 
through the gifts of bread and wine 
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
 

+SENDING+ 
 

BLESSING  
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 
+ one God, 
bless, heal, and hold you 
today and always. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!    ELW #413  
  
DISMISSAL 
What is our mission? 
Transformed by the crucified and risen Jesus we are a loving community of 
disciples making disciples. 
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!  
Thanks be to God.  
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LAST WEEKS  
Attendance: In Person-74 Online-70 

Offering: $2,458.00  Benevolence:$119.00 
Special Envelope-Outreach:$185.00    

 
IN OUR PRAYERS 

For healing: Randi Parton (friend of Lois Hansen), Tom Dierksheide, Leann 
Dierksheide, Calista (CJ) Ambrosia (Heckman), Nancy Rife, Jean Ladd,  
Joni (Abke) Moncrief 
 
For the grieving: The family/ friends of Joyce Eisenhour, Diane Fowler 
(Joanne Brunings sister) and Vic Schuerman 
 
Altar Flowers and Radio Broadcast is given to the glory of God. 
 
Online Streaming is given to the glory of God and from Ahrens, Connor & 
Witker family. 

 
 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 
5/31,  Sun 10:20 a.m. Adult Bible Study 
6/1, Mon 6:45 p.m. Yoga 
6/2, Tues 11a.m.-2p.m. Food Pantry Open 
  6p.m.  Bible Study 
6/7, Sun 9 a.m.  Worship 
   
    

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Mission Action project for June is Honduras they will be collecting 
Flip Flops, Wash Cloths, Hand Towels, Bath Towels. 
 
Food Pantry items for June are pancake mix, apple juice, Rice A Roni, 
canned fruit, shampoo and deodorant. 
 

Thank you to all who signed up to be involved in BLC’s prayer 
chain!  (You can always add your name by contacting the office.) If you have a 
prayer request please contact the church office once you have permission from 
the recipient/family.  The office will contact the prayer chain volunteers once 
we receive a prayer request. Blessing to all involved in this specific ministry.  
 

Prayer for New Pastor- 220 Prayer 

220 - that's our address, the place where the Bethlehem community gathers for 
worship. You are invited to join this Bethlehem community each day at 2:20pm 
(or am if you are up) for a time of prayer centered on God's calling of a new 
pastor. You are welcome to use your own words, or use these: Most Holy God, 
we thank you for the gifts and ministry of Bethlehem Lutheran Church. We 
pray that you inspire and guide the pastor you will be calling to serve with us. 
We know you hold us in your hands of grace, se we give you thanks! Amen. 
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Thank you to all who have brought in sheets for linings for  our BLCW 
blankets. Anyone who has sheets, light weight blankets or other material can 
bring it down to the old kitchen in the basement. Thank you for your help! 

 
Anyone is welcome to make a one time or reoccurring 
donation by using the QR code that links to Tithe.ly,  

Bethlehem’s online giving portal. When you scan the QR 
code, you will be required to set up an account, which only 
takes a few minutes. There is a small transaction fee for the 
use of the app. The app will prompt you to indicate your 
choice to pay the transaction fee or have it deducted from 
your donation. Thank you for supporting the ministries at 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church. 
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