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INTRODUCTION 
Though the word trinity is not found in the scriptures, today’s second reading includes the 
apostolic greeting that begins the liturgy: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. In the gospel Jesus sends his disciples 
forth to baptize in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. More than a 
doctrine, the Trinity expresses the heart of our faith: we have experienced the God of creation 
made known in Jesus Christ and with us always through the Holy Spirit. We celebrate the 
mystery of the Holy Trinity in word and sacrament, as we profess the creed, and as we are sent 
into the world to bear witness to our faith. 
 
SERVING TODAY: Presider/Preacher: Pastor Chad Huebner; Choir Director: Christian Yoder; 
Accompanist: Donnalee Yoder; Asst/Lector: Jim Sillery; Livestream: Sam Hanson; Greeter: Solveig 
Spjeldnes; Ushers: Linda Batey, Nic Claussen;  Time with Children: Pastor Chad; Acolyte: 
Elizabeth; Tray Server: Jane Unger 
 
 
 
 



WELCOME​ ​ (PLEASE POWER OFF OR AIRPLANE MODE YOUR DEVICES) 
Here in Athens, in SE Ohio, we are occupying the traditional homeland of the Shawnee people. 
Before the Shawnee, this land was occupied by the Osage people, and by the Adena, Hopewell, 
and Fort Ancient cultures. 
 
PRELUDE​ ​  
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Salvation belongs to our God, who is seated on the throne 
and to the Lamb! 
Amen. 
 

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 

Merciful God, 
You are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. 
You lead us beside still waters. 
We thank you for the waters of creation: 
morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. 
We thank you for the waters that nourish us (local waters may be named). 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness 
who accompanies us on our journeys. 
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. 
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil, and our cup overflows. 
Break down barriers that divide us. 
Fill us with the breath of peace. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, 
and for making us a new creation. 
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 

2 
 



GATHERING SONG ​ ​ All Creatures, Worship God Most High! (ELW 835) 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Let us pray.  

Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal Three-in-One, and we 
praise your power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast in this faith, defend us in all 
adversity, and bring us at last into your presence, where you live in endless joy and love, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

3 
 



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
FIRST READING: Genesis 1:1—2:4a 
A reading from Genesis. 
1 When God began to create the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was complete chaos, and 
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the 
waters. 3 Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And God saw that the light 
was good, and God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the 
darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.​
  6 And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the 
waters from the waters.” 7 So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under 
the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. 8 God called the dome Sky. 
And there was evening and there was morning, the second day.​
  9 And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let 
the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were 
gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 11 Then God said, “Let the 
earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear 
fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. 12 The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding 
seed of every kind and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it 
was good. 13 And there was evening and there was morning, the third day.​
  14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the 
night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 15 and let them be lights 
in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16 God made the two great 
lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. 
17 God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 18 to rule over the day and 
over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 
19 And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day.​
  20 And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above 
the earth across the dome of the sky.” 21 So God created the great sea monsters and every living 
creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm and every winged bird of 
every kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply 
and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23 And there was evening and 
there was morning, the fifth day.​
  24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping 
things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. 25 God made the wild animals 
of the earth of every kind and the cattle of every kind and everything that creeps upon the 
ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good.​
  26 Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our likeness, and let them 
have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over the cattle and over 
all the wild animals of the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.”​
 27 So God created humans in his image,​
  in the image of God he created them;​
  male and female he created them.​
28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and 
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subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over 
every living thing that moves upon the earth.” 29 God said, “See, I have given you every plant 
yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall 
have them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the air and to 
everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every 
green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was 
very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.​
  2:1 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished and all their multitude. 2 On the sixth day 
God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work 
that he had done. 3 So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested 
from all the work that he had done in creation.​
  4a These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM: Psalm 8 
 1 O LORD our Lord,​
  how majestic is your name in all the earth!—​
 2 you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of infants and children;​
  you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe and avenger.​
 3 When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers,​
  the moon and the stars you have set in their courses,​
 4 what are mere mortals that you should be mindful of them,​
  human beings that you should care for them? ​
 5 Yet you have made them little less than divine;​
  with glory and honor you crown them.​
 6 You have made them rule over the works of your hands;​
  you have put all things under their feet:​
 7 all flocks and cattle,​
  even the wild beasts of the field,​
 8 the birds of the air, the fish of the sea,​
  and whatever passes along the paths of the sea.​
 9 O LORD our Lord,​
  how majestic is your name in all the earth!  
 
SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 13:11-13 
A reading from 2 Corinthians. 
[Paul writes:] 11 Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Be restored; listen to my appeal; agree 
with one another; live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. 12 Greet one 
another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you.​
  13 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with all of you. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL: Matthew 28:16-20 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 
17 When they saw him, they worshiped him, but they doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to 
them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit 20 and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am 
with you always, to the end of the age.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY​ ​ Come, Thou Almighty King (ELW 408) 
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CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of the world. 

Holy God, we are in awe of your creative work. Continue that work in your church, making us a 
new creation that proclaims your presence and love. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Creator God, nature reveals your power and glory. Protect water sources, vegetation, and 
wildlife as reminders of who you are. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Redeemer God, you call us to pray for those in authority. Guide our leaders to pursue the work 
of fostering peace and community. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Sustaining God, you are mindful of your people in every circumstance. Heal those who are sick. 
Provide for all who hunger. Protect those in harm’s way. Comfort any experiencing hardship, 
especially those we name now aloud or in our hearts... God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Gracious God, we pray for the children of our church and community. Provide for their needs. 
Support their caregivers. Nurture their faith. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Loving God, we give thanks for those who have died and claimed their baptismal promises. 
Strengthen us to live as they did in communion with you. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
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Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken prayers to you, O 
God, through Jesus our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE​ ​ The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
OFFERING – THANK YOU!  YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.  
Giving is easy online through our website at https://www.clcathens.org/give​  
There you will also find instructions on how to text to give or download our church app! 
 
MUSICAL OFFERING​  
 
OFFERTORY​ ​ ​ Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Merciful God, 
accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day 
when we will hunger and thirst no more. 
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, 
that goodness and mercy may follow us 
and bless the world you love. 
In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
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DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Amen 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the table of new life. 
Receive the risen Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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COMMUNION​
​ ​ ​  
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Holy One, 
through this meal you have made your home among us 
and are making all things new. 
Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, 
to love our enemies, 
and to bring your healing to the nations. 
In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, 
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, 
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, 
☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG ​ ​ Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise (ELW 834) 

 
 

DISMISSAL​
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!​
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!​ ​ ​  
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