
Continuing the mysteries of God chapter 3 of Ephesians. 

2. The Mysteries Of God Was Significant To The Gentiles In That Day- Verses 6-8.    

Verse 6-
That the gentiles should…
This describes the mystery itself that believing Jews and believing Gentiles are joined together into one body of Christ, into one Church, and no longer separated before God as such.
The truth of this mystery means that Gentiles are now full partakers of His promise. 
This was a privilege no longer reserved only for the believing Jewish person.
By the gospel: This could only happen by the gospel, where all men have an equal standing in Jesus. 
This is the same gospel Paul is a servant of, because of the gift of grace given to him by the working of God’s power.

Verse 7-
Paul says he is a minister, but that is a title of service, not exaltation. 
In ancient Greece, the minister (diakonos) “is a table waiter who is always at the bidding of his customers.”
The word minister also means servant of a king. 
We are just servants of the king of kings and servants to one another. 
“The mystery” not only gives believing Gentiles a new relationship, it also reveals that there is a new power available to them.
This power is illustrated in the life of Paul. 
God saved him by grace and gave him a stewardship of a special ministry to the Gentiles.
But God also gave Paul the power to accomplish this ministry. 
The word “working” here is energeia from which we get our English word “energy.” 
The word “power” is dunamis which gives us our English words “dynamic” and “dynamite.”
I believe Paul was a fireball for Jesus! 

Verse 8-
The word am less than the least in the Greek means less than the least, lower than the lowest. 
Paul marveled at the grace given to him, by which he was called to preach the gospel that makes the mystery a reality. 
When we consider Paul’s personal history, we see that his calling really was all of grace.
Paul knew who he was in Christ but he also knew who he was before Christ. 
The Bible says in 1 Timothy 1:12-17. 
The Bible says in 1 Corinthians 15:9-10. 
The ancient Greek word translated “preach” literally means “to announce good news.”
Paul’s preaching was simply the announcement of the good news of what God has done in Jesus.
Understanding the deep truths of God’s Word does not give a man a big head; it gives him a broken and contrite heart.

3. The Mysteries Of God Was Significant To The Angelic Beings Then And Now- Verses 9-10. 

Verse 9-
Having been entrusted with such riches, Paul’s passion was to make this gospel known to all people. 
He wants everybody to see and share in the fellowship of this mystery which is a mystery precisely because it was unknown and unknowable until God revealed it.
These are not only facts to know but also a life to live, united in Jesus with other believers, without any separation such as existed between Jew and Gentile.
This great truth the fellowship of the mystery was hidden before it was revealed after the finished work of Jesus on the cross. 
This reinforces the idea that there is genuinely something new in the New Covenant, and that it is wrong to consider Israel simply the Old Testament Church and the Church the New Testament Israel.
Who created all things by Jesus Christ. 
Everything was created by Hod thru Jesus Christ. 
In the O.T. the Bible says in Genesis 1:1. 
In the N.T. it tells us that Jesus is the one who God created all things and this is significant because it shows also that Jesus is God in the flesh. 
It’s hard to understand but you have God the Father, Jesus the Son of God, and the Holy Spirit.
Three persons in One. 
There all separate but one. 
In the N.T. the Bible teaches us that Jesus was used to create all things….
The Bible says in John 1:1-3.
The Bible says in 1 Corinthians 8:6. 
The Bible says in Colossians 1:15-18. 
The Bible says in Hebrews 1:1-3. 

Verse 10-
The word principalities in the Greek means of angels and demons.
The word powers in the Greek means universally, the leading and more powerful among created beings superior to man, spiritual potentates. 
The word heavenly in the Greek is things that take place in heaven. 
The word church in the Greek is  ekklēsia which means an assembly the whole body of Christians scattered throughout the earth. 
This wisdom is manifold. 
The Greek word manifold has the ideas of intricacy, complexity, and great beauty. 
The abundance of curious variety in it, such as is seen in the best pictures or textures
This explains how God will reveal His wisdom, and to whom He reveals it. 
He will reveal it by His work in the church, and He will reveal it to angelic beings (principalities and powers).
Of course, God also wants to reveal this wisdom to the church.
Yet in the big picture, God doesn’t use the angels to reveal His wisdom to the saints, but He does use the saints to reveal His wisdom to the angelic beings, both faithful and fallen angels.
This reminds us that we are called for something far greater than our own individual salvation and sanctification. 
We are called to be the means by which God teaches the universe a lesson. 
We are surrounded by invisible spiritual beings, and they intently look upon us. 
These angelic beings see us perfectly and know us far better than we know them.
This is why the conduct of the church is so important: because angelic and demonic beings are looking on, and God’s intent is to teach them through us. 
I want to look at a few examples of angels in scripture. 
The word angel is used 174 times in the N.T. 
Angels are referred to as reapers. 
The Bible says in Matthew 13:36-43.
Jesus at His second coming will have angels with Him. 
The Bible says in Matthew 16:27. 
Children have angels in heaven. 
The Bible says in Matthew 18:10.
Angels carry the saved to heaven and also paradise. 
The Bible says in Luke 16:22.
Angels also carry people into the lake of fire one day in the future. 
Jesus said in Matthew 13 the angels were the reapers and they cast lost people into the fire. 
The Bible says in Revelation 20:14. 
We will judge angels one day. 
I believe it to be fallen angels because it says we will also judge the world. 
The world refers to lost people.
The Bible says in 1 Corinthians 6:2-3.
We are to be hospitable to strangers and be kind to them because sometimes they might be angels in disguise. 
The Bible says in Hebrews 13:2.
Angels don’t understand salvation because fallen angels don’t get redeemed like mankind does. 
Also man was made in the image of God not angels. 
The Bible says in 1 Peter 1:10-12. 
Angels rejoice in heaven when a sinner repents.
The Bible says in Luke 15:10. 
The apostles were an example to the angels on humility and suffering for Jesus. 
The Bible says in 1 Corinthians 4:9. 
The women in the early church were commanded to cover their hair to distinguish them from the men and for the order of the church and in the presence of the angels. 
In the early church and Corinthian culture whenever a woman prays or prophesies in the assembly, she must have long hair and must wear a covering. 
The man should have short hair and not wear any covering. (This would be a change for Paul, for devout Jewish men always wore a cap when they prayed.) 
The man honors his Head (Christ) by being uncovered, while the woman honors her head (the man) by being covered. 
She is showing her submission both to God and to the man.
The Corinthian women who appeared in the assembly without the head-covering were actually putting themselves on the low level of the temple prostitutes. 
The prostitutes wore their hair very short, and they did not wear a head-covering in public.
Their hairstyle and manner announced to others just what they were and what they were offering. 
“If you are going to abandon the covering,” wrote Paul, “then why not go all the way and cut your hair?”
In Jewish law, a woman proved guilty of adultery had her hair cut off. 
The Bible says in 1 Corinthians 11:10. 
Some angels fell from heaven and are the demons that roam the earth today. 
The Bible says in Jude 1:5-7. 
The Bible says in Revelation 12:3-4&7-9. 
Lastly we don’t worship or pray to angels only God. 
The Bible says in Colossians 2:18. 
The Bible says in Revelation 22:8-9. 

4. The Mysteries Of God Should Be Significant To All Of Us Today- Verses 11-13.   

Verse 11-
The mystery reveals and furthers God’s eternal purpose in Jesus, previously described in Ephesians chapter 1 that in the fullness of the times, God will gather together (essentially, to sum up or resolve) all things in Jesus.
The mystery of the unified body of Christ is according to that purpose. 
It is a preview of what Jesus will ultimately do in the fulfillment of summing up all things in Himself.
God’s will be administered in the fullness of the times when the things in heaven and the things on earth are brought together in Christ.
The word purposed in the Greek means to make a thing out of something, to carry out, to execute, to perform: to a promise.
There is a sense in which Paul can say that this eternal purpose is already purposed. 
Its fulfillment is a certainty (as shown by the initial work of bringing Jew and Gentile together in Jesus), so he can speak of it as already finished.
If God says it’s gonna it’s gonna happen! 
Verse 12-
The word boldness in the Greek means free, fearless confidence, cheerful courage, assurance, freedom in speaking, unreservedness in speech. 
The word access in the Greek means the act of bringing to, a moving to and approach. 
The word confidence in the Greek means trust and reliance. 
By the faith of Him: The fact of this unity is shown by the truth that we (Jew and Gentile collectively) have the identical boldness, access, and confidence before God because it has nothing to do with national or ethnic identity, only with faith in Him (Jesus).
Verse 13-
Though under arrest for the sake of the gospel, Paul asked his readers to not lose heart. 
Paul didn’t want them to be discouraged for his sake of being in prison. 
Paul wrote the Letter to the Ephesians from prison, and it is useful to remember why Paul was in prison. 
He lived his whole life with the passion to bring salvation to his own people, the Jews.
On a strategic visit to Jerusalem he had the opportunity to preach to a vast crowd on or near the temple mount, but the opportunity ended in disaster because the Jewish crowd could not stand the idea of the good news of the Messiah being extended to the Gentiles.
The ensuing riot put Paul in a legal dilemma, from which he used his right as a Roman citizen and appealed to Caesar. 
Now Paul was imprisoned in Rome, waiting for his trial before Caesar and there because he knew God wanted Gentiles to share in the good news of the Messiah, and he wasn’t afraid to preach that truth.
This Roman imprisonment produced the letters of Ephesians, Colossians, Philippians, and Philemon. 
In the same manner, each of us has a place in the service of God’s eternal plan. 
Knowing this and working towards it is a great guard against losing heart in the midst of tribulation.

