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GREETING, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND PEACE 
 
PRELUDE             “Our Great Savior”            M. Dean Kincaid 

 
(We Stand) 

 
BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, full of compassion and 
mercy, abounding in steadfast love. 
Amen. 
 
Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin against God and one another. 
 
Eternal God our creator, 
in you we live and move and have our being. Look upon us, your children, the work of 
your hands. Forgive us all our offenses, and cleanse us from proud thoughts and empty 
desires. By your grace draw us near to you, our refuge and our strength; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. God’s 
love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit given to us. In the mercy of  
almighty God, Christ died for us while we still were sinners; and for his sake, God + forgives you 
all your sins.  
Amen. 

WELCOME TO ST. STEPHEN'S!  
 

A nursery is provided for children through age 4 for both worship services and for infants and 
toddlers during Sunday School. The nursery is located at the end of the hall on the right side. 
 

Children’s bags can be found in the “Kid’s Corner” of the narthex. 
 

Restroom facilities are located down the hall on the left side. 
 

First Aid, Emergency Equipment, and a wheelchair are located down the hall on the right by 
the stairwell. 
 

If for any reason you must leave the sanctuary, the service is live streamed in the Agape  
Sunday School classroom.  Any usher will be glad to direct you. 
 

Sunday school classes are provided for 2 year olds through adults. 
 

Listening devices and larger print bulletins are located in the narthex.  
Ushers are also available to assist you. 
 

If you are a visitor feel free to sign-in using the QR code.  Here’s how it works: 
Point your camera at the image, tap the link that appears on your screen, and 
share whatever information you desire.  Thank you!  Hope to see you again soon!  
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GATHERING HYMN   “God, Whose Almighty Word”            ELW 673 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you always. 
And also with you. 
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KYRIE 



5 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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THE SALUTATION 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

(We Sit) 
 
WELCOMING OF NEW MEMBERS 
 
FIRST READING               Genesis 1:1--2:4a 
 
1
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 

2
the earth was a formless void 

and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the 
waters. 

3
Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 

4
And God saw that the light 

was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 
5
God called the light Day, and the 

darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 
  

6
And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters 

from the waters.” 
7
So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome 

from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. 
8
God called the dome Sky. And there 

was evening and there was morning, the second day. 
  

9
And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the 

dry land appear.” And it was so. 10God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were  
gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 

11
Then God said, “Let the 

earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear 
fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. 

12
The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed 

of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was 
good. 

13
And there was evening and there was morning, the third day. 

  
14

And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night; 
and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 

15
and let them be lights in the 

dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 
16

God made the two great lights—
the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. 

17
God set 

them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 
18

to rule over the day and over the 
night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 

19
And there 

was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. 
  

20
And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above 

the earth across the dome of the sky.” 
21

So God created the great sea monsters and every living 
creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every 
kind. And God saw that it was good. 

22
God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill 

the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 
23

And there was evening and there 
was morning, the fifth day. 
  

24
And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping 

things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. 
25

God made the wild animals 
of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the 
ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 
  

26
Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let 

them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, 
and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the 
earth.” 
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27

So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and 
female he created them. 

28
God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, 

and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of 
the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” 

29
God said, “See, I have given 

you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its 
fruit; you shall have them for food. 

30
And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, 

and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given 
every green plant for food.” And it was so. 

31
God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, 

it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 
 

2:1
Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. 

2
And on the seventh 

day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work 
that he had done. 

3
So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested 

from all the work that he had done in creation. 
4a

These are the generations of the heavens and 
the earth when they were created. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALMODY                   Psalm 8 

 
1
O | Lord our Lord, 

 how majestic is your name in | all the earth!— 
2
you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of in- | fants and  

children; 
 you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe | and avenger. 
3
When I consider your heavens, the work | of your fingers, 

 the moon and the stars you have set | in their courses, 
4
what are mere mortals that you should be mind- | ful of them, 

 human beings that you should | care for them? R 
5
Yet you have made them little less | than divine; 

 with glory and hon- | or you crown them. 
6
You have made them rule over the works | of your hands; 

 you have put all things un- | der their feet: 
7
all | flocks and cattle, 

 even the wild beasts | of the field, 
8
the birds of the air, the fish | of the sea, 

 and whatever passes along the paths | of the sea. 
9
O | Lord our Lord, 

 how majestic is your name in | all the earth! R 
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SECOND READING       2 Corinthians 13:11-13 
 
[Paul writes:] 

11
Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Put things in order, listen to my appeal, 

agree with one another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. 
12

Greet 
one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you. 
  

13
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with all of you. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
THE HOLY GOSPEL              Matthew 28:16-20 
 
The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the 28th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
16

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 
17

When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 
18

And Jesus came and said to 
them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 

19
Go therefore and make  

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, 

20
and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am 

with you always, to the end of the age.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
(We Sit) 
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CHILDREN’S SERMON           Pastor Ralph 
 
SERMON            Pastor Ralph 
 

(We Stand) 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY            "Come, Join the Dance of Trinity”           ELW 412 
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ATHANASIAN CREED 
Whoever wants to be saved should above all cling to the catholic faith. 
Whoever does not guard it whole and inviolable will doubtless perish eternally. 
 
Now this is the catholic faith: We worship one God in trinity and the Trinity in unity, neither  
confusing the persons nor dividing the divine being. 
For the Father is one person, the Son is another, and the Spirit is still another. 
 
But the deity of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit is one, equal in glory, coeternal in majesty. 
What the Father is, the Son is, and so is the Holy Spirit. 
 
Uncreated is the Father; uncreated is the Son; uncreated is the Spirit. 
The Father is infinite; the Son is infinite; the Holy Spirit is infinite. 
 
Eternal is the Father; eternal is the Son; eternal is the Spirit: 
And yet there are not three eternal beings, but one who is eternal; as there are not three 
uncreated and unlimited beings, but one who is uncreated and unlimited. 
 
Almighty is the Father; almighty is the Son; almighty is the Spirit: 
And yet there are not three almighty beings, but one who is almighty. 
 
Thus the Father is God; the Son is God; the Holy Spirit is God: 
And yet there are not three gods, but one God. 
 
Thus the Father is Lord; the Son is Lord; the Holy Spirit is Lord: 
And yet there are not three lords, but one Lord. 
 
As Christian truth compels us to acknowledge each distinct person as God and Lord, so catholic 
religion forbids us to say that there are three gods or lords. 
The Father was neither made nor created nor begotten; the Son was neither made nor 
created, but was alone begotten of the Father; the Spirit was neither made nor created, 
but is proceeding from the Father and the Son. 
 
Thus there is one Father, not three fathers; one Son, not three sons; one Holy Spirit, not three 
spirits. 
And in this Trinity, no one is before or after, greater or less than the other; but all three 
persons are in themselves, coeternal and coequal; and so we must worship the Trinity in 
unity and the one God in three persons.  
 
Whoever wants to be saved should think thus about the Trinity. 
It is necessary for eternal salvation that one also faithfully believe that our Lord Jesus 
became flesh. 
 
For this is the true faith that we believe and confess: That our Lord Jesus Christ, God's Son, is 
both God and man. 
He is God, begotten before all worlds from the being of the Father, and he is man, born in 
the world from the being of his mother - existing fully as God, and fully as man with a  
rational soul and a human body; equal to the Father in divinity, subordinate to the Father 
in humanity. 
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Although he is God and man, he is not divided, but is one Christ. 
He is united because God has taken humanity into himself; he does not transform deity 
into humanity. 
 
He is completely one in the unity of his person, without confusing his natures. 
For as the rational soul and body are one person, so the one Christ is God and man. 
 
He suffered death for our salvation. 
He descended into hell and rose again from the dead. 
 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
At his coming all people shall rise bodily to give an account of their own deeds. Those who have 
done good will enter into eternal life, those who have done evil will enter eternal fire. 
This is the catholic faith. One cannot be saved without believing this firmly and faithfully. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 
 

(We Sit) 
 
OFFERING 
God calls us to be generous stewards for the sake of our ministry near and far.   
You can support our ministry by putting your offering in the offering plate,  
mailing it to the church, giving online (sslc.org or use the QR Code) or through  
the Givelify app.  If you would like more details on direct deposit giving please  
contact our Parish Administrator, Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, at (803) 359-6562. 
 
Anthem        “He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands”  Hal H. Hopson 
 

He’s got the whole world in his hands.  
He’s got the wind and the rain in his hands;  

He’s got them both in his hands.  
 

He’s got the tiny little baby in his hands.  
He’s got all the little children in his hands.  

He’s got the whole world in his hands.  
 

He’s got you and me, brother, in his hands.  
He’s got you and me sister in his hands.  
He’s got all of us together in his hands.  
He’s got the whole world in his hands. 

 
(We Stand) 
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OFFERTORY                  ELW 184 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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THE PREFACE 
 
THE SANCTUS 

 
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our  
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the  
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 

(We Sit) 
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THE AGNUS DEI 

 
RECEPTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

C hrist welcomes you to this Holy Meal of the Baptized! We receive communion this morning 
at the center aisle. Communion will be brought to the front rows for those who wish to  

remain seated. Children who commune should be assisted by adults near them. Those unable 
to partake of wine or wheaten bread are assured of our Lord's presence in, with, and under each 
element alone. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 
 
Communion Music      “Cantabile”               Pauline Viardot 
 
        “Adoration”    Florence Price 
 

The Congregation is encouraged to participate in the following Communion Hymn.   
The hymn can be found in the back portion of the WOV (Blue) Hymnal in your pew rack. 

 
Communion Hymn     “O Holy Spirit, Root of Life”           WOV 688 

 
(We Stand) 

 
BLESSING OF THE COMMUNICANTS 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine, grant 
you the gifts of faith and hope, and almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now 
and forever. 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN         “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty”           ELW 413 

 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE             “Holy, Holy, Holy”             Piet Post 
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ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God and in honor and appreciation of our  
St Stephen’s family by Lance and Lenna Young. 
 
 
 
SERVING TODAY: 
Ushers: (8:30) Reuben Eargle, Sandy Shealy, Jim Nantz, Daryl Hooker, & Rick Loging; 
 (11:00) Otis Rawl, G Kolb, Mike Burgess, Myra Strock, Roy Windham, & George Mathias 
Cantor: Austin Means 
Clarinet: Caroline Beck 
Saxophone: Jantzen Beck 
Greeters: (8:30) Julie and Adam Tworzyanski (11:00) Rick and Suzanne Swaffield 
Readers: (8:30) Van Skipper; (11:00) Becky Sons 
Communion Assistants: (8:30) Ryan Johnson; (11:00) Jamie Early 
Order of St. Stephen’s:  (8:30)  [A] Jaime Wessinger [C] Weston Hill; 
   (11:00)  [A] Merritt Jones [C] Catherine Sadler 
 
 
 
The Church Staff                                     Website: www.sslc.org 
The Rev. Jason T. Antley   The Rev. Ralph G. Hill 
Mrs. Shannon Burnett, Director of Family Life Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, Parish Administrator 
Ms. Susan Wilson, Director of Music/Organist Mrs. Julie Tworzyanski, Preschool Director 

Mrs. Sylvia Looney, Organist Emeritus 
 
 
 

Summer Sunday School Information: 
 

Locations for Adult Classes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

If you are not receiving the weekly announcements and monthly newsletter via email  
and would like to receive them, please email Shannon (Shannon@sslc.org) so she  

can add you to the distribution list.  
 
 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  

Agape Adult Class 
     Room #102 (Closest to Narthex) 

Saints & Sinners with PJ and PR 
     Room #203 (Large Upstairs Room) 

If you are interested in beginning  
a new Sunday School class  

please contact Mrs. Shannon. 


