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Romans: Good News for Tough Times
A Congregational Reading Guide  —  Season after Pentecost 2026
Read one passage each week before Sunday worship. The plan begins the week before the series opens and concludes the week after it closes—seventeen weeks in all, covering every chapter of Romans from 1:1 through 16:27.
For weeks where the lectionary selects a shorter passage from within a longer section, the full “Read This Week” column shows the complete reading; the ★ Sunday Text column identifies the specific verses you will hear proclaimed in worship. Read the full week’s passage, then arrive at Sunday knowing the text well.
	#
	Week of
	Read This Week
	Sunday Text
	Theme

	Before the Series  —  One week of background reading

	Pre
	June 1
	Romans 1:1–4:12
	—
	Paul’s greeting; the gospel’s power; universal sin; righteousness through faith; Abraham as the father of all who believe

	The Series  —  Propers 5–19  |  June 7 – September 13

	1
	June 7
	Romans 4:13–25
	★ 4:13–25
within this week’s reading
	The promise comes through faith, not law—for Abraham and for us

	2
	June 14
	Romans 5:1–21
	★ 5:1–8
within this week’s reading
	Peace with God; hope does not disappoint; where sin increased, grace abounded all the more

	3
	June 21
	Romans 6:1–11
	★ 6:1b–11
within this week’s reading
	Shall we sin so grace may abound? No—we have died to sin; baptism unites us to Christ’s death and resurrection

	4
	June 28
	Romans 6:12–23
	★ 6:12–23
within this week’s reading
	No longer slaves to sin; present yourselves to God; the gift of God is eternal life

	5
	July 5
	Romans 7:1–25
	★ 7:15–25a
within this week’s reading
	Released from the law through Christ; the war within; “wretched man that I am!”—thanks be to God

	6
	July 12
	Romans 8:1–11
	★ 8:1–11
within this week’s reading
	No condemnation for those in Christ Jesus; the law of the Spirit sets us free

	7
	July 19
	Romans 8:12–25
	★ 8:12–25
within this week’s reading
	Children of God; the Spirit bears witness; creation groans—we wait in hope

	8
	July 26
	Romans 8:26–39
	★ 8:26–39
within this week’s reading
	The Spirit intercedes; all things work together for good; nothing can separate us from the love of God

	9
	August 2
	Romans 9:1–5
	★ 9:1–5
within this week’s reading
	Paul’s unceasing anguish for Israel; the gifts and privileges entrusted to the covenant people

	10
	August 9
	Romans 9:6–10:15
	★ 10:5–15
within this week’s reading
	God’s sovereign call; Israel’s stumbling over the stone; confess and believe; how beautiful are the feet

	11
	August 16
	Romans 10:16–11:32
	★ 11:1–2a, 29–32
within this week’s reading
	Israel has not finally fallen; the faithful remnant; wild branches grafted in; God’s gifts and call are irrevocable

	12
	August 23
	Romans 11:33–12:8
	★ 12:1–8
within this week’s reading
	O the depth of God’s wisdom! (doxology); present your bodies as living sacrifice; one body, many gifts

	13
	August 30
	Romans 12:9–21
	★ 12:9–21
within this week’s reading
	Love without pretense; bless those who persecute; never avenge; overcome evil with good

	14
	September 6
	Romans 13:1–14
	★ 13:8–14
within this week’s reading
	Governing authorities; owe no one anything but love; love fulfills the law; wake from sleep, put on Christ

	15
	September 13
	Romans 14:1–12
	★ 14:1–12
within this week’s reading
	Welcome those weak in faith; do not judge; we live and die to the Lord

	After the Series  —  One week to complete the letter

	Post
	September 20
	Romans 14:13–16:27
	—
	Do not cause another to stumble; bear one another’s burdens; Paul’s mission; Phoebe and the saints at Rome; closing doxology



May the word of Christ dwell in you richly.  — Colossians 3:16
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