My response to today’s message

Information without application falls short of God’s best for us.  He wants us to apply what we learn so that we will change and grow, becoming more like Christ.  The following questions are for personal and group study.

1) When you consider the challenge of fulfilling the Great Commission, do you ever feel inadequate or insignificant?  If so, why? 

2) Read Matthew 9:35-38.  Review and discuss the reasons why the disciples must have felt (and why we sometimes feel) so insignificant (e.g., so many needs, so little time, so few abilities).  Discuss the common questions in regard to global missions.  What other questions would you add?

3) Read Ezekiel 4:1-2; Matthew 28:18-20; Acts 1:8, 14.  What does it mean to pray systematically?  What are the “prayer arrows” that we send up to God when we pray?

4) What does it mean to pray biblically? (1 John 5:14-15)  When we understand and apply what it means to pray biblically, why can we then come boldly to the Lord in prayer?
T
5) What does praying faithfully mean and not mean? (Matthew 6:5-6; 18:19-20; Acts 1:14)  

6) Why is it important to understand and apply what it means to pray authoritatively? (Ephesians 6:10, 18)  What are the various strongholds that we need to pray about? 

7) There are very practical and personal things that we, as followers of Christ, can do to make a difference in sending out more workers for the Lord’s harvest.  Who is one person you can pray for who needs Christ?  What is a place that the Lord wants you to lay siege to in prayer?  How can you make prayer the priority in your life?  Your family?  Your church?  

8) Do you have a prayer partner?  If not, why not?  Who is someone you can partner in prayer with today?  This week? 

Pray with and for one another in your small group, focusing on how you can implement the outreach strategy of Prayer—Care–Share this week.  Who is your One? Pray that Focus Church will reach the lost in our community as together we strive and thrive to know Christ and make Him known. 
 
What is the main thing that God has impressed upon you today?

What are you going to do about it? 

Remember:  The smallest obedient act is better than the greatest intention.
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Welcome to Focus Church—a Christ-centered community learning to follow Jesus with purpose and passion.  Our mission is to know Christ and make Him known – to follow Jesus fully through biblical teaching, authentic relationships, joyful worship, and compassionate service. Wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome here.

Guests:  Please complete a “Connect Card” and pick up a blue gift bag as our “thank you” for being with us today.
 
Sunday, May 17
9am – Adult Sunday School – a study in Matthew’s Gospel
10am – Worship Celebration

Church Office & Mailing Address
10475 Crosspoint Blvd Ste 250
Indianapolis, IN 46256-3387
317-813-5996   https://www.myfocuschurch.com/

Would you like to experience and enjoy peace with God and share His peace with others? Go to peacewithgod.net to learn more.

TODAY’S MESSAGE, MAY 17, 2026
SERIES: For Such A Time As This
“When The Harvest Is Here”
Brian Boone, Lead Pastor  

35 Jesus traveled through all the towns and villages of that area, teaching in the synagogues and announcing the Good News about the Kingdom.  And he healed every kind of disease and illness.  36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them because they were confused and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.  37 He said to his disciples, “The harvest is great, but the workers are few.  38 So pray to the Lord who is in charge of the harvest; ask him to send more workers into his fields.”  (Matthew 9:35-38, NLT)

Why do we sometimes feel so insignificant?

1) __________________________________________________________

2) __________________________________________________________

3) __________________________________________________________
 
Common Questions

How will our exploding world hear the Good News?

Who will replace a generation of retiring workers “for His fields”?

Who will give financially to advance the mission?

Who will “pray to the Lord… of the harvest”?


“Now, son of man, take a clay tablet, put it in front of you and draw the city of Jerusalem on it.  Then lay siege to it…” (Ezekiel 4:1-2, NIV)

18 Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given complete authority in heaven and on earth.  19 Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.  20 Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you.  And be sure of this:  I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”  
                                                                                   (Matthew 28:18-20, NLT)

“…when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, you will receive power and will tell people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  (Acts 1:8, NLT)

They all joined together constantly in prayer…  (Acts 1:14, NIV)
How are we to “lay siege” – here, there, everywhere?

1. Pray ________________________________________________

· Pray… ______________________ Arrow
· Pray more… ______________________ Arrow
· Pray again…  ___________________________Arrow
· Pray continually… ___________________________Arrow

2. Pray ________________________________________________

…we can be confident that he will listen to us whenever we ask him for anything in line with his will.  And if we know he is listening when we make our requests, we can be sure that he will give us what we ask for. 
                                                                                                   (1 John 5:14-15, NLT)

3. Pray ________________________________________________

“When you pray, don’t be like the hypocrites who love to pray publicly on street corners and in the synagogues where everyone can see them.  I tell you the truth, that is all the reward they will ever get.  But when you pray, go away by yourself, shut the door behind you, and pray to your Father in private.  Then your Father, who sees everything, will reward you.” 
                                                                                          (Matthew 6:5-6, NLT) 

“If two of you agree down here on earth concerning anything you ask, my Father in heaven will do it for you.  For where two or three gather together because they are mine, I am there among them.” (Matthew 18:19-20, NLT)

They all met together continually for prayer… (Acts 1:14, NLT)

4. Pray ________________________________________________

Be strong with the Lord’s mighty power… Pray at all times and on every occasion in the power of the Holy Spirit.  Stay alert and be persistent in your prayers for all Christians everywhere. (Ephesians 6:10, 18, NLT)

· _________________________________ strongholds
· _________________________________ strongholds
· _________________________________ strongholds
· _________________________________ strongholds


What can I do?
1) ___________________________________________________
2) ___________________________________________________
3) ___________________________________________________
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